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1. Introduction 

Briton Ferry is located within Neath Port Talbot County Borough, approximately 8 
kilometres northeast of Swansea and 3 kilometres south of Neath, within the 
administrative area of Neath Port Talbot Council (NPTC). The town lies to the east of 
the River Neath, which runs along a northeast to southwest axis through the Neath 
Valley. The surrounding topography is varied, with steep wooded slopes exceeding 
100 metres Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) in the upper valley and elevations 
generally declining westwards towards the River Neath. 

AtkinsRéalis, on behalf of NPTC, is seeking full planning permission for a proposed 
flood alleviation scheme (hereafter referred to as ‘the Proposed Development’) 
associated with Grandison Brook in the Pantyrheol area of Briton Ferry. The 
Pantyrheol area has experienced periodic flooding caused by the under-capacity of 
the existing Grandison Brook culvert. During periods of heavy rainfall, the culvert 
becomes surcharged, resulting in surface flows that collect along the A474, which in 
turn causes internal flooding to both residential and commercial properties. The 
objective of the Proposed Development is to increase the hydraulic capacity of the 
existing watercourse, thereby reducing the risk of future flooding and protecting local 
properties and infrastructure. 

The planning application site (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’) is located within Briton 
Ferry and encompasses a mix of residential areas, key community facilities, transport 
infrastructure, and undeveloped land. Notable features within the Site include the 
cemetery on Ynysymaerdy Road, Carreg Hir School, and several recreational facilities 
such as a public park, bowling green, sports clubs, football pitches, and allotments. 
Parts of the Site also comprise previously developed industrial land and critical 
transport infrastructure, including the A474 road and sections of the South Wales main 
railway line. The Site varies in elevation, averaging around 7 metres AOD, with the 
southeastern boundary of the Grandison Brook culvert reaching approximately 42 
metres AOD. To the south of the Site lies an area of parkland and woodland, 
contributing to the natural landscape setting of Briton Ferry. Given the nature and scale 
of the Proposed Development, which aims to deliver essential flood alleviation 
measures to protect the local community and enhance resilience to climate-related 
flood risks, full planning permission is required. 

As the Site exceeds 1 hectare in area, the Proposed Development constitutes a major 
development under Article 2 of The Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 (the 2012 Order). Accordingly, there 
is a statutory requirement to undertake pre-application consultation (PAC) 
before the submission of the planning application.  

This PAC Report sets out the consultation activities undertaken by NPTC and their 
appointed planning, design, and environmental consultant, AtkinsRéalis, and 
demonstrates how the design of the Proposed Development has considered feedback 
and input received from specialist and community consultees.
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1.1 Summary of Proposed Development 

The Proposed Development comprises a series of integrated flood alleviation 
measures designed to reduce flood risk to properties and infrastructure along the 
Grandison Brook in Briton Ferry. The Proposed Development includes improvements 
to the existing culvert system, installation of new drainage and storage infrastructure, 
and the provision of flood defences and associated landscaping works. The key 
elements of the Proposed Development are as follows: 

Culvert and Inlet Structure Installations 

A new culvert will be installed along the highway and through green/open spaces, 
replacing some sections of the existing open channel. The new culvert will rejoin the 
existing watercourse downstream before discharging into the River Neath. This 
overarching arrangement is supported by a number of localised and associated works, 
as set out below: 

▪ Localised raising of the existing bank along Rhodfa Clarke Walk by approximately 
0.5m to assist in containing floodwaters. 

▪ Excavation and replacement of existing culverts, along Ynysymaerdy Road. A new 
1200mm diameter culvert will be installed in an open trench across the playing 
fields and through allotments behind Llansawel AFC grounds to Old Road, whilst 
the existing culvert in these areas will be cleaned and relined to increase longevity 
of the existing culvert system. 

▪ Refurbishment of the existing inlet structure at Ynysymaerdy Road, replacing the 
galvanised steel trash and security screen with a new screen. The inlet structure 
will have a galvanised steel guardrail on top, an access ladder with a handhold to 
allow operatives to access and maintain the structure and will be secured by a 
1.1m high galvanised access gate with mesh infill panels.  

▪ The culvert at Pantyrheol Road will change size from a 1200mm diameter pipe 
culvert to twin culverts (1250 x 750mm). It will be installed across the road and 
through a gap between houses, continuing towards the railway corridor.  

▪ A new 1750 x 1000 box culvert will be constructed east of the mainline railway, 
connecting to the existing brick arch culvert near Collins Street, with the land raised 
slightly along the route of the culvert. Gabion baskets will be used to support the 
earthworks. 

▪ A concrete chamber will be constructed where the new box culvert connects to the 
existing brick arch culvert and will be around 2m above the existing ground. The 
culvert will outfall to the existing ditch and flow towards the District Line (freight) 
railway line further to the west. 

Jersey Park 

▪ Construction of a buried surface water storage tank beneath the play area, 
incorporating a new inlet structure, connecting pipework, and a new section of open 
watercourse with a pedestrian footbridge.   
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▪ Replacement of the parapet and handrail on the existing footbridge at Jersey Park, 
designed to be in keeping with the early 20th-century architectural character of the 
park and to accord with architectural aesthetic guidelines within the emerging 
Jersey Park Masterplan. 

Penrhiwtin Flood Defence 

▪ Formation of a flood defence bund with a crest level of 6.5m AOD to protect the 
railway line from elevated flood levels during extreme weather events. 

▪ A small section of concrete retaining wall incorporated in part of the flood defence 
constructed above an existing culvert headwall. 

Landscaping and Reinstatement 

▪ Reinstatement of all disturbed areas along the construction corridor, particularly at 
road crossings, playing fields, and recreational areas. 

▪ Selective tree removal within school grounds, near the cricket pitch, along 
Ynysymaerdy Road and in Jersey Park near the playground to accommodate 
construction works, with compensatory planting to be provided off the line of the 
new culvert to enhance biodiversity and visual amenity. 

Together, these works will significantly enhance the hydraulic capacity of the 
Grandison Brook system, mitigate flood risk to local properties and infrastructure, and 
deliver long-term resilience to climate-induced flood events within Briton Ferry. The 
location plan and proposed red line boundary are illustrated in Figure 1-1. 
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Figure 1-1 – Site Location plan and proposed red line boundary 
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2. Pre-Application Consultation 

2.1 Introduction 

The purpose of this section is to detail the statutory pre-application consultation (PAC) 
undertaken prior to submission of the full planning application for the Grandison Brook 
Flood Alleviation Scheme (the Proposed Development) in accordance with the 
requirements of the Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 

The statutory consultation was coordinated by Neath Port Talbot Council (NPTC) with 
support from AtkinsRéalis and took place between 22 May 2025 and 20 June 2025, 
exceeding the minimum 28-day consultation period required under legislation. This 
consultation period ensured that specialist and community consultees were given an 
adequate opportunity to review and comment on the draft proposals before they were 
formally submitted. The following sections describe the consultation undertaken in line 
with relevant planning legislation and outline the steps taken to engage statutory 
bodies, local representatives, and the community. 

2.2 Legislation 

Part 4 of the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 inserts Section 61Z into the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (TCPA 1990), establishing the requirement for statutory pre-
application consultation for major developments in Wales. These procedures are set 
out in Part 1A of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 2016 (“the 2016 Order”), which amends the 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 
2012 (“the 2012 Order”). Articles 2C, 2D and 2F of the 2012 Order (as amended) 
outline the statutory obligations of an applicant to: 

▪ Publicise the proposed application prior to submission; 

▪ Consult community and specialist consultees; and 

▪ Report on the outcomes of the statutory pre-application consultation. 

The statutory pre-application consultation for the Proposed Development has been 
undertaken fully in accordance with these provisions. 

Consultation has been carried out throughout the design of the Proposed 
Development with specialist consultees and community consultees. The two main 
strands to the consultation on the Proposed Development are as follows: 

▪ Statutory pre-application consultation.  

▪ A public consultation event at which details of the Proposed Development were 
presented to local stakeholders. 

Pre-application consultation for the Proposed Development was held between 
Wednesday, 14 May 2025 and Wednesday, 11 June 2025. The purpose of the 
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consultation was to inform residents, local organisations, and statutory bodies of the 
proposed works and to provide an opportunity for feedback prior to submission of the 
full planning application. 

The consultation was undertaken in accordance with the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
and the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) 
Order 2012 (as amended). Neath Port Talbot Council (NPTC), supported by 
AtkinsRéalis, led the consultation process, which combined both physical and digital 
engagement methods to maximise accessibility and participation. 

2.2.1 Publicity and Notification 

Letters notifying residents of the consultation were hand-delivered on Friday, 9 May 
2025, to 150 properties in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. These 
notifications provided details of the consultation period, the scope of the work, and 
how to access further information or submit feedback. 

Site notices advertising the pre-application consultation period were displayed across 
key local community locations on Friday, 9 May 2025, including: 

▪ Briton Ferry RFC entrance. 

▪ Briton Ferry Town Council Community Hall noticeboard. 

▪ Jersey Park entrance and play park noticeboard. 

▪ Ysgol Carreg Hir (school fences – east and west). 

▪ Briton Ferry Library.  

A map showing the locations where the site notices were erected is shown in Appendix 
B. These notices directed residents to the online consultation materials and provided 
contact details for further enquiries. 

In addition, letters were hand-delivered to a number of key local organisations, 
including: 

▪ Briton Ferry Town Cricket Club. 

▪ Briton Ferry Rugby Football Club. 

▪ Ysgol Carreg Hir School. 

▪ Community Centre (Allotments). 

▪ Ynysymaerdy Bowls Association.
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2.2.2 Online Consultation and Media Engagement 

To ensure accessibility, the consultation was also made available digitally on-line. The 
consultation website went live on 14 May 2025, hosted on the NPTC website under 
the “Have Your Say” platform. The dedicated webpage, titled “The Grandison Brook 
Flood Alleviation Scheme – Neath Port Talbot Council”, provided detailed project 
information, visual plans, and an online feedback form to collect responses from 
residents and stakeholders1. 

A press release and accompanying social media post were prepared by NPTC and 
issued on 13 May 2025 to raise public awareness of the consultation opportunity. The 
publicity material can be found in Appendix D. 

2.2.3 Engagement with Specialist and Community 
Consultees 

In addition to public engagement, specialist consultees were also formally notified of 
the consultation period in accordance with statutory requirements. Letters were sent 
to relevant bodies, including local sports and community organisations, as well as 
educational and recreational site operators within the affected area. 

This approach ensured that both residents and key site stakeholders were fully 
informed of the Proposed Development and the potential implications for local 
amenities. 

2.2.4 Full list of documents and drawings 

The full list of documents and drawings publicised during the consultation is as follows: 

▪ The application forms; 

▪ Planning, Design and Access Statement (NE05_001-ATK-EAC-SWMWREC-
RP-LP-000001); 

▪ Construction Traffic Management Plan (NE05_001-ATK-EAC-SWMWREC-
RP-LP-000002); 

▪ Ecological Impact Assessment (NE05_001-ATK-EAC-SWMWREC-RP-LP-
000002); 

▪ Green Infrastructure Statement (NE05_001-ATK-EBD-SWMWREC-RP-LS-
000001); 

 

1 The Grandison Brook Flood Alleviation Scheme - Neath Port Talbot Council 

 

https://www.npt.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/flood-risk-and-drainage/flood-management-projects/consultations/the-grandison-brook-flood-alleviation-scheme/
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▪ Historic Environment Desk-based Assessment (NE05_001-ATK-EHR-
SWMWREC-RP-LH-000002); 

▪ Heritage Impact Assessment (NE05_001-ATK-EHR-SWMWREC-RP-LH-
000003);  

▪ Water Framework Directive Assessment (NE05_001-ATK-EWE-SWMWREC-
RP-LW-000001); 

▪ 2023/2024 Ground Investigation Report (NE05-001-ATK-GEN-SWMWREC-
RP-CE-00003); 

▪ EIA Screening Report (5192793); 

▪ Flood Consequences Assessment (NE05_001-ATK-GEN-SWMWREC-RP-
LW-000001);and 

▪ Proposed drawings (see Table 2-1). 

Table 2-1 - Proposed drawing list 

Title Drawing reference 

Proposed Scheme Overview (Sheet 1 of 2) NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000001 

Proposed Scheme Overview (Sheet 2 of 2) NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000002 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 1 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000010 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 2 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000011 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 3 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000012 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 4 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000013 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 5 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000014 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 6 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000015 

Plan and Long Section - Sheet 7 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000016 

Plan - Sheet 8 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000017 

Inlet Structure - Cul_0015 - General 

Arrangement 

NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000020 

Inlet Structure - Cul_0015 - General 

Arrangement - Proposed Details Sheet 1 of 2 

NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000021 

Inlet Structure - Cul_0015 - General 

Arrangement - Proposed Details Sheet 2 of 2 
NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000022 

SW MH21 - General Arrangement - General 

Arrangement Plan 

NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000070 

SW MH21  - Proposed Details (Sheet 1 of 1) NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000071 

Brook Court - SW MH19 -SW MH20 Plan and 

Cross Sections 

NE05_003-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000073 
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Title Drawing reference 

Retaining Wall at NR Culvert (NR ID SDI1 207 

01) - General Arrangement & Sections 
NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000120 

Culvert Repairs at NR Culvert (NR ID SWM2 206 

78) - General Arrangement & Details 

NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000130 

Brook Court - DCWW Foul Sewer Diversion - 

General Arrangement 
NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000140 

Typical Details - Sheet 1 of 3 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000200 

Typical Details - Sheet 2 of 3 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000201 

Typical Details - Sheet 3 of 3 NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000202 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation 

General Arrangement (Sheet 1 of 2) 
NE05_001-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000310 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation 

General Arrangement (Sheet 2 of 2) 

NE05_002-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000311 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation - 

Sections (Sheet 1 of  2) 
NE05_003-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000312 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation - 

Sections (Sheet 2 of 2) 

NE05_004-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000313 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation - 

Drainage Details (Sheet 1 of 2) 

NE05_005-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000314 

Jersey Park - Below Ground Attenuation 

Drainage Details (Sheet 2 of 2) 
NE05_006-ATK-GEN-DR-CD-000315 

2.3 Consultation Timeline and Engagement 
Activities 

22 May 2025 – The first round of statutory consultation letters and emails was issued 
by NPTC to the following specialist and community consultees: 

▪ Natural Resources Wales (NRW). 

▪ Cadw (Welsh Government’s Historic Environment Service). 

▪ Heneb (Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust). 

▪ Mid and West Wales Fire & Rescue Service. 

▪ County Councillors. 

▪ Briton Ferry Town Council and other relevant ward representatives. 

▪ NPTC Planning Department.  

29 May 2025 – The consultation period was formally extended to 20 June 2025, 
ensuring a full 28-day statutory period. NPTC also publicised the consultation via 
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social media, including the Council’s official Facebook page: “Have your say on a 
Flood…” to raise awareness among residents2. 

5 June 2025 – A further round of consultation letters was distributed by NPTC to 
additional specialist consultees, including the Coal Authority (now Mining Remediation 
Authority). 

10 June 2025 – A community consultation event was held at Briton Ferry Rugby Club 
from 14:00 to 19:00. The event was attended by representatives from Briton Ferry 
Town Council, AtkinsRéalis, and NPTC. The event provided residents and 
stakeholders with an opportunity to view the proposed flood alleviation measures, ask 
questions, and provide feedback. 

13 June 2025 – Additional consultation letters were issued to the following specialist 
consultees: 

▪ Network Rail. 

▪ Sport Wales. 

▪ Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water.  

17 June 2025 – A follow-up email was sent by NPTC to NPTC-Highways to ensure 
inclusion of the authority’s technical feedback regarding road and drainage 
implications. 

20 June 2025 – The statutory consultation period formally closed. All consultees were 
provided with electronic access to the draft planning documents, plans, and supporting 
technical reports via NPTC’s secure online platform. 

2.4 Summary 

The pre-application consultation was carried out fully in compliance with Section 61Z 
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and the associated articles 
of the Development Management Procedure (Wales) Order 2012 (as amended). 

This process ensured that all relevant specialists and community consultees were 
given the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Development prior to submission. 
Feedback received during this consultation has been considered by NPTC and 
AtkinsRéalis in refining the final design of the Proposed Development, helping to 
ensure that the proposals respond appropriately to technical, environmental, and 
community concerns. 

The combination of direct resident notifications, on-site notices, and digital 
consultation tools ensured broad awareness and accessibility across the Briton 
Ferry community. 

 

2 Have your say on a Flood... - Neath Port Talbot Council | Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/NeathPortTalbotCBC/posts/have-your-say-on-a-flood-alleviation-scheme-for-briton-ferrywe-have-been-working/1104856505004042/
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Feedback gathered through the consultation period has informed the refinement of the 
final design for the Proposed Development, ensuring that the project responds 
appropriately to local concerns while achieving its objective of reducing flood risk and 
enhancing community resilience within Pantyrheol and the wider Briton Ferry area.
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3. Consultation with Specialist 
Consultees 

As part of the statutory pre-application consultation process, consultation was 
undertaken with specialist consultees. Key responses received from those specialist 
consultees have been summarised below. 

3.1 Coal Authority Response 

The Coal Authority (now the Mining Remediation Authority) was consulted on the 
Proposed Development.  

In its response dated 5 June 2025, the Coal Authority confirmed that it had reviewed 
the accompanying Ground Investigation Report (AtkinsRéalis, November 2024). The 
report identifies the presence of thick coal outcrops within the site but confirms that all 
coal seams encountered during investigation were intact and that there was no 
evidence of historic mine workings. 

Based on the findings, the Coal Authority considers the risk from shallow mine 
workings to be low. The Authority notes that appropriate vigilance during earthworks 
has been identified and therefore concludes that, should the Ground Investigation 
Report accompany any future planning application, the Authority would be likely to no 
object to the Proposed Development (refer to Appendix F.1). 

3.2 Fire and Rescue Authority Response 

The Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority was consulted regarding the 
Proposed Development on 22 May 2025. In its formal response on 4 June 2025, the 
Authority confirmed that it had reviewed the submitted site plans and accompanying 
information. 

The Fire and Rescue Authority did not object to the Proposed Development and made 
no specific comments in relation to access for fire appliances or water supplies. The 
Authority referred the Local Planning Authority and the Applicant to its current standing 
advice on fire safety and site access considerations. 

The response advised that the Applicant should ensure adequate water supplies and 
vehicle access for firefighting purposes are provided within the scheme design. 
Reference is made to national guidance, including: 

• National Guidance Document on the Provision of Water for Firefighting (3rd 
Edition, January 2007). 

• UK Fire and Rescue Service guidance (www.ukfrs.com). 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.ukfrs.com/__;!!OepYZ6Q!8zUvUCSzzHPsb7Tqjiy3CSl-5A2PrcgpfFaaUv6uDxoI2M-TreZF96NNbz3RyYe9_5GwhtTz1J3feNNjGX9xddcsb1_hgjjqF1EJ$
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The Authority further advised that the Applicant should liaise with the Health and 
Safety Executive and Local Authority Building Control to ensure compliance with 
relevant safety standards. (refer to Appendix 6.F.2) 

3.3 Natural Resources Wales Response 

On 22 May 2025, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) was consulted on the Proposed 
Development under Article 2D of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 (as amended). The response from NRW 
was received on 20 June 2025 (refer to Appendix F.3). 

Following review of the submitted information, including the Ecological Impact 
Assessment (Ref: 60940B, July 2022), NRW raised several concerns and 
recommended that additional information be provided within the planning application 
as set out below. 

3.3.1 Protected Species (Bats) 

The ecological assessment provided as part of the pre-application consultation 
identified potential for bat presence on the Site. 

NRW concurred that further survey work was required to assess the impact of the 
Proposed Development on bats, which are European Protected Species. 

Additional surveys should follow best-practice guidance, and if bat activity is 
confirmed, appropriate avoidance, mitigation, or compensation measures must be 
included. 

Without this information, NRW was unable to confirm that the Proposed Development 
would maintain bats at a favourable conservation status and may object to the 
planning application. 

Following the consultation response from NRW, a survey of potential bat roost features 
at the Site was undertaken in February 2026 and April 2026. The findings of the 
assessment were that no bat roosts were discovered in the trees inspected and that 
the planned felling of, or other works to, the trees would have no impact on any 
roosting bats. 

3.3.2 Pollution Prevention and Construction Management 

NRW considers there to be a significant risk of pollution to controlled waters during 
construction due to the scale of works in and adjacent to watercourses. 

NRW requested that a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) be 
submitted prior to commencement of Proposed Development. The CEMP should detail 
methods for site management, biodiversity protection, soil handling, pollution 
prevention, and construction phasing. 
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NRW provided a model condition requiring the submission and implementation of an 
approved CEMP to protect the environment during construction. 

3.3.3 Ordinary Watercourse and Drainage 

NRW identified the presence of an ordinary watercourse within the Site and 
recommended early engagement with the Local Authority Drainage Department. 
During the pre-application phase the Applicant, as the drainage body, has engaged 
with members of the drainage department within the local authority who will be 
consulted on the planning application. 

Consultation with the Local Authority’s ecologist is also advised to ensure appropriate 
buffer zones and pollution control measures are included. 

3.3.4 Contaminated Land 

NRW notes that the Site lies on or near potentially contaminated land. Conditions 
are recommended requiring: 

▪ Preliminary and detailed risk assessments; 

▪ Site investigations and remediation strategies; and 

▪ Verification and contingency plans for unexpected contamination. These 
measures are necessary to protect controlled waters from contamination risks. 

3.3.5 Groundwater and Drainage Design 

Groundwater is expected to be shallow (1–2 metres below ground level), which may 
affect buried drainage infrastructure. 

NRW advised that no infiltration drainage should be permitted unless demonstrated to 
pose no risk to controlled waters, and a condition to this effect should be attached to 
any consent. 

3.3.6 Flood Risk 

The Site lies within Flood Zones 2 and 3 (Rivers and Sea). NRW acknowledged that 
the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) is responsible for the design and delivery of the 
Proposed Development and confirmed that the hydrological modelling and FCA are 
satisfactory. 

No Flood Risk Activity Permit is required as works relate to an ordinary watercourse, 
and consent will fall under the LLFA’s jurisdiction. 

3.3.7 Ancient Woodland and Other Environmental Matters 

NRW notes an area of ancient woodland in the vicinity of the Site and directs the 
Applicant to its published advice on avoiding impacts to these habitats. 
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NRW reserves the right to amend its advice should further information be provided. 
Applicants are reminded that all other necessary permits, consents, and licences must 
be obtained separately. 

3.3.8 Summary 

NRW has no objection in principle to the Proposed Development but highlighted the 
need for additional ecological information, particularly regarding bats, and 
recommended planning conditions relating to construction management, 
contaminated land, and groundwater protection. Failure to address these matters in 
the planning submission could result in a formal objection. Following the consultation 
response from NRW, an assessment of potential bat roost features has concluded that 
the planned felling of, or other works to, the trees would have no impact on any 
roosting bats. 

3.4 Network Rail 

Network Rail has confirmed no objection in principle to the Proposed Development in 
an email response dated 14 July 2025. A Basic Asset Protection Agreement is 
understood to be in place to govern the works. Any activities in or around the culvert 
should be undertaken in consultation with Network Rail’s Drainage, Structures, and 
Asset Protection teams to ensure compliance with their requirements.(refer to 
Appendix F.4) 

3.5 Heneb 

Following receipt of the draft planning application documents on 22 May 2025, Heneb 
requested more detail on the archaeological evaluation proposed at the Site. The 
specification for the evaluation was forwarded to Heneb and it confirmed that the 
scope of the evaluation was acceptable (refer to Appendix F.5). 

3.6 Dwr Cymru Welsh Water’s (DCWW) 

DCWW’s preference was for the layout to be changed rather than to divert the public 
sewers and potable water supply assets affected by Proposed Development. A 
change to the layout of the Proposed Development to avoid affecting DCWW assets 
is so substantial that it would be impractical and unviable. Therefore, diversions of 
DCWW’s assets are the proposed solution and liaison with DCWW is ongoing to 
enable the diversions to take place (refer to Appendix F.6) and to ensure acceptability 
of the Proposed Development by DCWW. 

3.7 NPTC Highway 

On 22 May 2025 NPTC Highways Department was consulted regarding the Proposed 

Development, which includes a speed hump on Ynysmaerdy Road, just north of Briton 

Ferry Rugby Club. The proposed road hump at 350 mm high would not comply with 

the Road Hump Regulations. Accordingly, the design was reviewed, amended, and 
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further liaison carried out with the NPTC Highways Department (refer to Appendix F.7) 

to ensure acceptability of the Proposed Development by NPTC Highways. 
 

4. Community Survey 
A community survey was undertaken to gather views from residents and stakeholders 
on the Proposed Development. Respondents were asked about their understanding 
of the Proposed Development, concerns about flood risk, and opinions on the current 
flood defences and proposed works. A range of demographic information was also 
collected to ensure diverse representation. 

A total of nine responses were received, primarily from residents local to the 
proposed works area, including those living along the Incline, Ynysymaerdy Road, and 
near Jersey Park. Respondents represented a range of ages (25–84 years), with no 
specific impacts on equality identified. 

Awareness and Understanding 

Most respondents did not feel they had received enough information about the 
Proposed Development. Several people asked for clearer plans, detailed reports on 
property impacts, and public meetings to explain the proposals. Following the launch 
of the community survey, a public meeting was held to provide attendees with more 
information on the Proposed Development and its impacts and provide attendees with 
the opportunity to talk with the project team. 

One respondent had been unable to attend consultation events but had reviewed 
materials online. 

Concern About Flood Risk 

The majority of respondents were concerned about flooding in Briton Ferry. While 
some residents acknowledged that flood prevention is welcome and necessary, others 
questioned whether the proposed level of intervention is proportionate to the risk. 

One respondent suggested that regular maintenance and clearance of Grandison 
Brook would prevent most flooding without the need for major new works. 

Views on the Current Flood Infrastructure 

Most respondents felt that the existing infrastructure “could be significantly 
improved”. 

Key Issues Raised 

The most frequently mentioned issues related to land ownership, property impacts, 
disruption during works, and the design approach. Key points included: 

Land ownership and consultation 



 

 
 

  1.1 | 22 May 2026 22 

 
AtkinsRéalis - Baseline / Référence 

▪ The owners of land at the western end of the Incline (Ynysymaerdy Road) raised 
serious concerns that the proposals encroach on their registered land (Land 
Registry ref. WA141005) without prior contact. They requested that the design be 
amended to avoid their property. Accordingly, the design has been amended. 

▪ Concerns were expressed about the proximity of works to private garages and the 
potential structural impact on homes. 

▪ Respondents asked that Jersey Park and children’s play areas be reinstated to a 
better standard following construction. This will be achieved by replacing the 
current surface with a safer rubberised surface and installing new play equipment.  

▪ Temporary play provision was suggested during the works period. For safety 
reasons, the whole of the childrens’ play area needs to be closed off during 
construction in that location. Therefore, the provision of temporary play provision 
is not feasible. This will have a temporary adverse impact on access to childrens’ 
play areas. This temporary impact will be mitigated by alternative children’s play 
areas that are already available in the locality. 

Hydraulic design and maintenance 

▪ Several respondents queried the management of debris and overflow risk, 
particularly in relation to screens, culverts, and attenuation systems. Suggestions 
included: 

 Installing screens to prevent blockages. 

 Consider natural flood management measures such as leaky dams or 
upstream retention ponds near Mynydd y Gaer to reduce flow rates. These 
potential solutions were considered at the optioneering stage but did not 
provide sufficient mitigation for the volumes of flood flows being generated.  

 Residents raised concerns about noise, disruption, and access issues during 
construction, particularly in narrow residential areas. A Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP) has been prepared to support the planning 
application identifying measures to minimise disruption in local accessibility 
during construction of the Proposed Development. Measures include the 
establishment of different compound locations to minimise the number of trips 
across the site, programming and phasing of the works so that sections of work 
can be completed to reduce the level and duration of disruption to localised 
areas at any one time. Consultation with residents will take place to give 
advanced warning of temporary reduction in on-street parking and 
consideration will be given to special provisions to mitigate the impact of traffic 
management on anyone with limited mobility or health frailties.   
 

Summary 

In summary, while the community recognises the need for flood alleviation in Briton 
Ferry, there is a strong desire for better communication, sensitive design refinement, 
and assurances around property impacts and local amenity protection. Feedback has 
been constructive, highlighting opportunities to improve the Proposed Development 
through more inclusive engagement and careful consideration of local environmental 
and social factors.  
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5. Consultation Comments and 
Responses 

5.1 Community Consultees 

A number of responses were received from residents, local groups, and statutory 
consultees as part of the pre-application consultation for the Proposed Development. 
The consultation sought views on the proposed design, construction impacts, and 
ongoing maintenance arrangements. Comments were received from residents, the 
bowls and rugby clubs, and nearby landowners.  

No objections were received that would require significant changes to the overall 
design of the Proposed Development. However, several localised design amendments 
and post-determination actions have been identified in response to the feedback 
received. 

The issues raised by consultees can be grouped into six key themes, as summarised 
below. 

Land ownership and access 

▪ A resident  stated that the Proposed Development as presented would take place 
on their land and that they had not been consulted . 

▪ The project team arranged a topographical survey and boundary assessment. 
Further discussions during the drop-in event on 10 June 2025 confirmed that the 
headwall and ditch would be relocated to avoid private land, including a design 
amendment to move the structures. The location of the proposed headwall and 
ditch have been amended accordingly.  

Impact on community facilities 

▪ The local bowls club queried potential impacts on their facilities. The Applicant 
explained that works would not disrupt play and that the manhole on the pitch would 
be structurally lined and made safe. Therefore, this aspect of the design has been 
retained as proposed and no objection from the club has been received. 

▪ The rugby club requested that the proposed culvert alignment be moved closer to 
the pitch boundary. It was agreed to review this request with the local authority. 
The design has been amended to reduce impact on the playing area. In addition 
there is a manhole associated with the existing culvert within the pitch which will 
be made redundant ensuring that the pipe which passes through the manhole is 
sealed. 

▪ The alignment of part of the proposed culvert has been moved southwards to 
reduce its impact on potential plans to build a platform with a bar at Llansawel FC. 

Property and flood concerns 
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One resident raised concerns regarding the effect on their property when a flood 
exceeding the design event results in water overflowing from the existing inlet 
structure. A minor adjustment has been made to the design to give residents the 
reassurance that when a flood exceeds the design event that the water overflowing 
the inlet structure is not directed towards their property. 

Safety and antisocial behaviour 

Residents requested that fencing at the Grandison Brook entrance be retained to 
prevent antisocial access. It was agreed that any fencing removed to enable temporary 
access during construction will be replaced to discourage antisocial access. 

Environmental and ecological considerations 

Comments were received regarding the need for further bat surveys.  Following 
receipt of those comments a survey of potential bat roost features has concluded that 
the planned felling of, or other works to, the trees would have no impact on any 
roosting bats. Following planning approval, a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) will be prepared, and this will include detailed mitigation 
measures including the requirement to develop a precautionary method of working 
and for pre-construction checks to be undertaken by a qualified ecologist. 

A comment was made on the need to properly consider pollution. The CEMP will 
identify a range of mitigation actions to avoid or minimise pollution risk including soil 
management, resource management, noise and vibration control measures; dust 
minimisation, measures to limit light pollution and measures to protect water quality. 

Design and drainage matters 

The highway authority raised concerns about the use of a 300m high road hump and 
cattle grid. The design has been amended by replacing the proposed 300mm high 
road hump with a flat-topped 100m high hump on the road and over the footway and 
reprofiling the carriageway to crossfall towards a new ditch in order to direct runoff 
north-westwards. 

Summary 

Overall, community responses were constructive and generally supportive of the 
proposed flood alleviation measures. Most issues raised related to detailed design 
refinements, access arrangements, and local environmental considerations. None of 
the comments received during the consultation has resulted in major alterations to the 
overall design of the Proposed Development. All relevant feedback has either been 
incorporated into minor design amendments or will be addressed through the 
discharge of planning conditions and detailed design work. 

5.2 Landowners and Occupiers 

In accordance with Article 2C of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 (as amended), AtkinsRéalis, on behalf 
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of NPTC undertook a statutory Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) for the Proposed 
Development.  

The consultation period ran from 14 May 2025 to 11 June 2025. During this time, 
landowners and tenants within or adjacent to the Proposed Development Site were 
formally notified of the draft planning application. A copy of the consultation letter can 
be found in Appendix A. The properties within or adjacent to the Proposed 
Development Site to which notification letters were sent are shown on the mapping in 
Appendix C.  

A statutory notice was issued, and site notices were displayed for the duration of the 
consultation period. A copy of the site notice can be found in Appendix A. Photographs 
of the site notices erected can be found in Appendix E. 

Consultation materials were made available on the NPTC website 
(https://www.npt.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultations/). Stakeholders were 
invited to review the draft application and submit feedback via: 

▪ The online feedback questionnaire, 

▪ Email to GrandisonFAS@atkinsrealis.com, or 

▪ Written correspondence to the Grandison Brook FAS Project Team, AtkinsRéalis, 
Floor 4, West Glamorgan House, 12 Orchard Street, Swansea, SA1 5AD. 

All comments received by 11 June 2025 were reviewed and considered before 
finalising the design considerations and planning application.  

5.3 Specialist Consultees 

The notification invited specialist consultees to review and comment on the draft 
planning application and supporting documentation during the consultation period 
(May 2025 – June 2025). (see Appendix F) 

The draft planning application was made available via the NPTC consultation 
webpage: https://www.npt.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultations/ 

Specialist consultees were invited to provide feedback using the online questionnaire, 
by emailing GrandisonFAS@atkinsrealis.com, or by post to the Grandison Brook FAS 
Project Team, AtkinsRéalis, Floor 4, West Glamorgan House, 12 Orchard Street, 
Swansea, SA1 5AD, no later than 11 June 2025. 

Each consultee was advised of the opportunity to request further discussion or a 
meeting with the NPTC Flood Risk Team via environment@npt.gov.uk, should 
additional clarification or technical engagement be required. 

All responses received from specialist consultees have been reviewed and where 
appropriate, the design has been amended. Further details are provided in the next 
section.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.npt.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultations/__;!!OepYZ6Q!_nnSzNSZYT5O4cmHqH9sqdAiDkKoV7P5jl_G697KAW_RAFFN_2kGFvj8ToZWspIcEL_MxEvIMcbpjPJbBBxrJmpf54wYphBnh0yG$
mailto:GrandisonFAS@atkinsrealis.com
https://www.npt.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultations/
mailto:GrandisonFAS@atkinsrealis.com
mailto:environment@npt.gov.uk
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6. Design Changes 

As a result of feedback received during the statutory pre-application consultation 
(PAC) process, several minor amendments and clarifications have been made to the 
design of the Proposed Development. These amendments respond directly to 
comments from Specialist Consultees, Neath Port Talbot Council officers, and 
community stakeholders. The changes ensure that the Proposed Development 
appropriately addresses technical, environmental, and amenity considerations while 
maintaining its core flood alleviation objectives. 

Amendment 1: Relocation of Ditch and Headwall at Ynysymaerdy Farm 
Cottage 

In response to comments regarding proximity to private property, the proposed ditch 
and headwall south of Ynysymaerdy Farm Cottage at the Incline have been 
repositioned to ensure they are located further away from private land boundaries. 

This modification is reflected in Drawing No. NE05_001-ATK-GEN-SWNWREC-DR-
CD-000017 (draft) and helps to minimise potential encroachment issues while 
maintaining hydraulic efficiency and accessibility for maintenance. 

Amendment 2: Modification of Road Design at Ynysymaerdy Road 

Following feedback from the NPTC Highways Officer, the design of the proposed 
traffic calming and drainage features along Ynysymaerdy Road has been refined. The 
originally proposed 300mm high road hump has been replaced with a combination of 
a roadside ditch, adjusted road cambering, and a 100mm high flat-top road hump to 
improve safety, drainage performance, and vehicle accessibility. The drainage 
cattlegrid proposal was also removed. 

These revisions are detailed in Drawing No. NE05_001-ATK-GEN-SWMWREC-DR-
CD-000015.  

Amendment 3: Removal of footway proposal 

At one stage in the design evolution a non-standard width footway was proposed to 
run along Ynysymaerdy Rd near the cemetery. During face-to-face consultation 
concerns were raised about the adverse impact of this on the width of the road and 
the ability to park cars in that location. In view of these concerns the proposed footway 
has been removed from the Proposed Development, and, in its place, minor regrading 
of the road is proposed to control water flow. 

Amendment 4: Culvert alignment near Llansawel FC 

The alignment of part of the proposed culvert has been moved southwards to reduce 
its impact on potential plans to build a platform with a bar at Llansawel FC. 
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Further Ecological Survey and Assessment 

In response to advice from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) and the NPTC 
Ecologist, the ecological assessment work has been expanded to address specific 
points raised during consultation. The following actions have been undertaken: 

▪ Ground-level tree assessments to identify potential bat roost features in all trees 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

In response to consultation feedback the following actions are scheduled for 
completion prior to the commencement of construction: 

▪ Preparation of a compensatory tree planting scheme, with a ratio of three 
replacement trees for every one removed, matching species type and size where 
feasible, to ensure no net loss of tree cover and to enhance local biodiversity. 

▪ A tree protection scheme, at Jersey Park will be incorporated within the works to 
protect trees in close proximity to excavated areas.  

▪ A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) will be submitted for 
approval to protect the environment during construction. The CEMP will comprise 
detailed mitigation measures including the requirement to develop a precautionary 
method of working and for pre-construction checks to be undertaken by a qualified 
ecologist. 

Summary 

The PAC process has provided valuable feedback from consultees and the 
community, allowing the project team to make targeted refinements that enhance the 
Proposed Development’s environmental performance, safety, and community benefit. 
The above amendments represent proportionate design responses to specific 
consultation comments, ensuring that the Grandison Brook Flood Alleviation Scheme 
is both technically robust and sensitive to local needs and environmental 
considerations. 
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Appendix A. Site Notice/ 
Landowners and 
Occupiers Letter 
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Appendix B. Site Notice Locations 

Site notices were displayed on Friday, 9th May for no less than 28 days in 
the following locations: 

▪ Briton Ferry RFC Entrance 

▪ Briton Ferry Town Council Community Hall noticeboard 

▪ Entrance to Jersey Park 

▪ Jersey Park play park noticeboard 

▪ Ysgol Carreg Hir – school fence (west & east) 

▪ Briton Ferry Library 

 

 

Figure B-1 - Public Site Notice locations 

 



 

 

Appendix C. Properties requiring 
letter drop 

 

Figure C-1 - Properties requiring letter drop (1) 

 

Figure C-2 - Properties requiring letter drop (2) 



 

 

Appendix D. Publicity Material 

 

 

Figure D-1 - NPTC publicity for community consultation event 



 

 

Appendix E. Site Notices 

E.1 Briton Ferry RFC 

 

Figure E-1 – Briton Ferry RFC site notice



 

 

E.2  Briton Ferry Town Council 

 

 

Figure E-2 – Briton Ferry Town Council site notice



 

 

E.3 Jersey Park from Ynysymaerdy 
Road 

 

 

Figure E-3 – Jersey Park site notice



 

 

E.4 Jersey Park Kids Playground 

 

 

Figure E-4 – Jersey Park kids’ playground site notice



 

 

E.5 Ysgol Carreg Hir (West) 

 

Figure E-5 –Ysgol Carreg Hir (West) site notice



 

 

Appendix F. Consultation 
Responses 

F.1 The Coal Authority 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

F.2 Fire and Rescue Authority  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

F.3 Natural Resources Wales  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

F.4 Network Rail  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

F.5 Heneb  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

F.6 Dwr Cymru Welsh Water   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

F.7 NPTC Highways    
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