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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT

Proposed New Portal Frame Industrial Unit
Canal Side Yard, Canal Road, Neath, SA11 1LJ

1. Introduction
This Green Infrastructure (GI) Statement has been prepared to accompany a planning application for the proposed construction of a new portal frame industrial unit measuring approximately 20.5m x 14m, including a mezzanine floor. The purpose of this statement is to demonstrate how the proposal follows the step-wise approach to green infrastructure as set out in local and national planning policy.
The site is an established industrial yard with no existing soft landscaping or meaningful green infrastructure. As such, the GI strategy focuses on proportionate and practical biodiversity enhancements suitable for an operational industrial setting.
2. Step 1 – Understanding the Existing Green Infrastructure
The application site forms part of a long-established industrial yard comprising hardstanding, gravel surfaces, and existing industrial buildings. The specific development area is currently an area of gravel with no vegetation, no trees, no planting, and no natural green infrastructure features.
There are no watercourses, planted areas or soft landscape elements within the red line boundary. The surrounding context is dominated by industrial uses, large buildings, access roads, and operational yard areas. No existing green infrastructure is therefore affected or removed as part of the proposed development.
3. Step 2 – Avoiding Adverse Impacts
Because the proposal is entirely located on an area of existing gravel and hardstanding, the development avoids any impact on green infrastructure at the outset. No green features, trees, grassed areas or habitats are disturbed, displaced or removed.
The footprint and layout of the proposed unit have been selected to sit alongside the existing portal frame building where no planting is present, thereby fully avoiding any potential loss of natural features.
4. Step 3 – Identifying Opportunities for Enhancement
Due to the industrial nature of the site, ground-level greening opportunities (such as tree planting or soft landscaping) are not feasible. The yard requires open hardstanding for access, vehicle manoeuvring and operational use. Introducing planting in these spaces would conflict with safety and functionality.
However, opportunities exist to provide meaningful biodiversity enhancements through building-integrated features. These measures allow the development to contribute to local ecological networks without compromising the industrial operation of the site.
The following opportunities were identified as appropriate and deliverable:
• Faunal habitat features fixed to the building fabric.
• Biodiversity enhancements delivered at elevation rather than ground level.
• Low-maintenance, permanent ecological features suitable for a brownfield industrial setting.
5. Step 4 – Green Infrastructure Measures Proposed
Although no planting is proposed due to operational constraints, the development includes proportionate and effective biodiversity features integrated into the new building:
5.1 House Sparrow Nest Box
A Woodstone House Sparrow Nest Box will be installed on the external elevation of the new portal frame unit, as shown on the submitted drawings. House sparrows are a species of conservation concern, and providing nesting opportunities on industrial sites contributes positively to urban biodiversity. Woodstone boxes are durable, low-maintenance and suitable for long-term installation.
5.2 Single Crevice Bat Box
A single crevice bat box will also be installed on the external elevation, in the location shown on the plans. This provides a roosting opportunity for small crevice-dwelling bat species. The position has been selected to minimise disturbance, avoid direct lighting, and ensure suitability for use by bats.
These features represent measurable biodiversity enhancements, appropriate to the site context and in line with the objectives of green infrastructure policy for brownfield sites.
6. Step 5 – Management and Maintenance
The GI features proposed require minimal maintenance. The following arrangements will be adopted:
• The bird and bat boxes will be installed during the construction phase in the locations shown on the approved plans.
• Annual visual checks will be carried out as part of routine building inspections to ensure the boxes remain intact and unobstructed.
• If any box becomes damaged beyond repair, it will be replaced on a like-for-like basis.
• No inspections or works to the boxes will be undertaken during sensitive periods such as the nesting or roosting season.
• External lighting will be positioned or shielded where possible to avoid unnecessary illumination of the bat box.
7. Conclusion
The proposed development does not remove or impact any existing green infrastructure, as the site currently consists entirely of gravel and hardstanding with no vegetation. Due to the operational constraints of the yard, new planting or soft landscaping is not feasible.
Nevertheless, the proposal delivers proportionate and meaningful green infrastructure enhancements through the installation of a Woodstone House Sparrow Nest Box and a Single Crevice Bat Box on the new building. These measures provide ecological uplift on a constrained industrial site and contribute positively to the wider green infrastructure network.
The development therefore meets the requirements of the step-wise GI approach and delivers appropriate biodiversity enhancements consistent with the site’s industrial character and operational needs.
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