Green Infrastructure Statement

Proposed Change of Use of Existing Garage to 1no. Self-Contained Residential Unit and External Alterations
10 Pendrill Street, Neath, Neath Port Talbot, SA11 1BP

1.0 Introduction
This Green Infrastructure (GI) Statement has been prepared to support a full planning application for the change of use of an existing garage to a single self-contained residential unit. The proposal includes minor external alterations to the front and side elevations.
This Statement follows the Stepwise Approach outlined in the Council’s adopted Green Infrastructure SPG, and responds to the requirements of:
· Planning Policy Wales (PPW11)
· Future Wales: The National Plan 2040
· Environment (Wales) Act 2016
· LDP Policies BE1, EN6, and EN7

2.0 Stepwise Approach
Step 1: Retention of Existing Green Infrastructure
There are no existing trees, planting, hedgerows, watercourses, or green spaces within the red-edged site boundary. The site consists entirely of built form (garage structure) and hard surfacing. As such, there are no natural features available to be retained.

Step 2: Protection During Construction
As no natural assets exist within the red line boundary, no protective fencing or buffer zones are required. Nonetheless, the contractor will ensure that:
· No accidental harm is caused to any neighbouring planting or habitats during construction.
· Waste and materials will be managed responsibly to prevent off-site runoff or pollution.

Step 3: Enhancement of Existing Green Infrastructure
The site does not adjoin or contribute to any wider ecological network. However, the proposed conversion will incorporate biodiversity enhancements within the building envelope, including:
· 1 no. bird box
· 1 no. bat box
These units will be installed at a suitable height and orientation on the side elevations (refer to submitted drawings), enhancing opportunities for nesting and roosting within the urban setting.

Step 4: Provision of New Green Infrastructure
Due to the highly constrained and fully developed nature of the site, it is not possible to provide traditional green infrastructure, such as:
· Trees, planters, or ground-based planting
· Green roofs or green walls
· Permeable paving or rain gardens
However, the inclusion of bird and bat boxes ensures a measurable ecological gain in accordance with PPW11 and LDP Policy EN6, and is considered a proportionate response for a minor development of this scale.

Step 5: Maintenance and Management
As part of the long-term management:
· The bird and bat boxes will be inspected annually by the property owner to ensure they remain unobstructed and intact.
· No use of pesticides, herbicides, or harmful chemicals will be permitted in proximity to these ecological features.
· The boxes are durable and designed for minimal intervention, ensuring low-maintenance, passive enhancement over time.



3.0 Conclusion
While the site lacks scope for traditional green infrastructure due to its size and built-up context, the proposal integrates meaningful ecological enhancements through the installation of bird and bat boxes. This ensures compliance with the Stepwise Approach in the Green Infrastructure SPG and demonstrates alignment with:
· Policy BE1 (Design)
· Policy EN6 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity Sites)
· Policy EN7 (Important Natural Features)
· PPW11 and Future Wales Policy 9
The applicant respectfully submits that the proposed measures constitute an appropriate and proportionate response to the site context, delivering net biodiversity benefit and fulfilling national and local planning policy obligations.

