Sustainability Appraisal Report
Proposed Change of Use of Existing Garage to 1no. Self-Contained Residential Unit
10 Pendrill Street, Neath, Neath Port Talbot, SA11 1BP
1.0 Introduction
This Sustainability Appraisal has been prepared in support of a planning application for the change of use of an existing garage to a 1-bedroom self-contained residential unit at 10 Pendrill Street, Neath. It aims to assess the accessibility of the site in accordance with the methodology set out in Appendix F of the Neath Port Talbot Parking Standards SPG (October 2016). The intention is to demonstrate that the proposal is in a sustainable location and therefore qualifies for a reduction in car parking requirements under Policy TR2 of the Local Development Plan.
2.0 Site Context
The application site is located within a residential area of Neath, close to a variety of local amenities, public transport options, and pedestrian infrastructure. The site benefits from its proximity to:
- Neath Town Centre (approx. 10-minute walk),
- Several bus routes on Briton Ferry Road and Danygraig Road,
- Local shops, a post office, pharmacies, takeaways, places of worship, and laundrettes all within walking distance.
3.0 Sustainability Scoring Assessment (Appendix F – NPT SPG)
	Criteria
	Maximum Walking Distance
	Distance from Site
	Score

	Access to Local Facilities
	400m
	Multiple local shops, takeaway (Papa’s Pizza), convenience stores, laundrette, and post office all within approx. 200–300m
	4

	Public Transport Access
	400m
	Bus stops within 200m on Briton Ferry Rd (routes 202, 87, X5 etc.)
	2

	Access to Designated Cycle Routes
	400m
	Nearest Sustrans cycle route within approx. 500m (no score)
	0

	Frequency of Public Transport (20+ buses/day)
	≥20/day
	Multiple services run daily through Briton Ferry Rd
	2

	Proximity to Employment Centres
	3km
	Neath town centre employment zone within 1km
	1

	School or Health Facility within 800m
	800m
	Crynallt Primary & GP practices nearby
	1


Total Sustainability Score: 10 Points
4.0 Interpretation of Score
According to Figure 3 of Appendix F, a sustainability score of 10 points qualifies for a reduction of 1 parking space. As the development is for a 1-bedroom unit (which normally requires 1 parking space), this score supports zero on-site parking, provided that sufficient on-street availability exists and there is no negative highway safety impact.
5.0 Conclusion
The site at 10 Pendrill Street achieves a total of 10 points under the Neath Port Talbot Council’s adopted sustainability appraisal criteria. This qualifies the site for a reduced parking provision and supports the acceptability of the proposed development without on-site parking. Given the established character of the area, existing reliance on on-street parking, and the sustainable location, the development accords with Policy TR2 and the guidance in the Parking Standards SPG (2016).
