Parking Statement

Proposed Change of Use of Existing Garage to 1no. Self-Contained Residential Unit
10 Pendrill Street, Neath, Neath Port Talbot, SA11 1BP

1.0 Introduction
This statement supports the planning application for the change of use of an existing domestic garage into a 1no. self-contained residential unit, including minor external alterations.

2.0 Planning Context
The proposal lies within the settlement boundary of Neath as defined in the Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan (LDP, adopted 2016). The relevant policies include:
· TR2 – Design and Access of New Development
· BE1 – Design
· SC1 – Settlement Limits
Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on Parking Standards (October 2016) is also relevant.

3.0 Application Site
The site comprises a single-storey garage located to the rear of 10 Pendrill Street, within a predominantly residential area. The surrounding properties are mainly traditional terraced dwellings with limited or no off-street parking.
The garage is currently underutilised and the proposal seeks to create a modest residential unit to make more efficient use of the site. The development is within walking distance of Neath town centre and nearby bus stops on Danygraig Road and Briton Ferry Road.



4.0 Parking Assessment
4.1 Parking Standards
According to the adopted Parking Standards SPG, a 1-bedroom dwelling is required to provide 1 off-street car parking space.
4.2 Existing Provision
There is no dedicated off-street parking space currently associated with the garage, nor with many of the surrounding terraced properties. However, on-street parking is available and typical for the area. No changes to existing access or highway arrangements are proposed.
4.3 Sustainability Appraisal
A sustainability review of the site confirms its sustainable location:
· Shops, services, and facilities within 300–400m.
· Bus services within 150m on surrounding main roads.
· Walking and cycle access available via established footways.
This qualifies the site for consideration of a reduced parking requirement under Appendix F of the SPG.
4.4 Justification for On-Street Parking
· The development is for a single, 1-bedroom unit, which generates limited parking demand.
· On-street parking is already the norm in this location and no evidence suggests that the modest increase in demand will result in highway danger or materially harm amenity.
· No objections from highways were recorded on similar small-scale developments nearby.
· The site’s sustainability and access to local transport options reduce dependence on private car ownership.

5.0 Summary
The proposed development complies with the Neath Port Talbot Parking Standards SPG and Policy TR2 of the LDP. The site benefits from existing on-street parking and a sustainable location. The creation of one modest residential unit will not result in an unacceptable intensification of use or materially worsen parking or highway safety.
The applicant respectfully requests that the Council considers this statement when assessing the impact of the development on local parking provision.

