
         September 18 2024
          
                                                                  Re: 60-61 Afan Road, Dyffryn Rhondda, SA13 3ET
The vacant shop which we have been attempting to let on behalf of the owner is located in the village of Dyffyrn Rhondda. While it is difficult to get an accurate figure on households or population it is estimated that there are approximately 100 -120 households and a population of 200-300 people.  
The Villages of Cymmer, Croeserw, Abercregan, Dyffryn Rhondda and Cynonville make up the rural ward of Cymmer. They are situated in the east of the Afan Valley, the villages lying approximately 9 miles from the towns of Port Talbot and Neath. The area is closer to Maesteg and people often travel there for shopping and services as it is easier to get to than Neath or Port Talbot. 
The rural ward of  Cymmer suffers from significant socio economic issues with only 25.1%  in full-time employment (520), below the average in Wales. 420 households have no cars and there is no train line in the valley. Travel time to key services is significantly higher than the Welsh average. There are no rail services. Bus transport connections to Neath and Port Talbot are poor but better to Maesteg. 
The property has been marketed by us since October 2023 although we are advised that the shop has been vacant since April 2023. We confirm that the marketed price of £600 per calendar month is in effect a very competitive and low rate but reflects the low demand for retail property in the upper Afan valley. 
Ferrriers have had very little interest in this property, with only 1 person booking a viewing, who later cancelled after realising the distance from Port Talbot town centre.
Ferriers have used a variety of marketing techniques to attempt to let the shop. We posted the property on facebook and listed on our own website, Zoopla as well as On The Market. We’ve since reposted on facebook since the price reduction which was £750pcm   to £600pcm. We’ve completed a leaflet drop in the area to advertise the shop as a business opportunity in the village but the locals feel that there is no demand for a business due to its location being quite remote. We have also  collaborated with the vendor/landlord to utilise his vast social media following in an attempt to encourage a local venture to split the shop for multiple tenants/businesses. Unfortunately, this also proved fruitless.
Ferriers also contacted Neath Port Talbot Council estates department to establish whether they would have need for such a property for community use. Unfortunately they had no interest in this.
We have worked hard to try and let the premises but to no avail. Given the national picture of low demand for retail premises with PWC  (High Street closures led by banks, chemists and pubs - BBC News  reporting that 38 shops are closing a day in the UK, then it is perhaps not surprising that a vacant retail premises in a small upper deprived Afan Valley community cannot be let.  









Here are some screenshots of social media posts, web listings and the timeline on our CRM.Our CRM property timeline.
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Landlords Social media post
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