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1 Introduction   
 
1.1 Instruction: I am instructed by Mrs Williams to carry out an inspection on two 

trees located on land to the rear of her house. I am to provide a report on my 
observations and where necessary give recommendations to obtain acceptable 
levels of risk.    

 
1.2 Qualifications and experience:  I have based this report on my site 

observations and the provided information.  I have come to conclusions in the 
light of my qualifications and experience in arboriculture summarised in 
Appendix 1. 

 
1.3 Documents and information provided:  Mrs Williams provided me with two 

letters from Neath Port Talbot Council regarding the trees. 
 
1.4 Scope of this report:  This report concerns the condition of the three significant 

trees present within falling distance of the dwelling. The inclusion of the third 
tree was necessary as work to the two trees in the instruction is likely to have 
an effect on the third. 

 
1.5   Report limitations:  This report is valid at the time of the inspection; deliberate 

or accidental harm, severe weather conditions, pests and diseases can all effect 
change in the condition of trees. 

 
1.5.1 The positions of the trees plotted on the accompanying plan are approximate. 
 
1.5.2  All my observations were from ground level without detailed investigation and I 

estimated all dimensions unless otherwise indicated 
 
1.6  Copyright:  All rights in this report are reserved.  Its content and format are for 

the exclusive use of Mrs Williams, for the purpose of obtaining acceptable levels 
of risk.  No part of it may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means without our written consent.  ©ARW Tree Consultancy 2025. 
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2 Site visit  
 
2.1 Site visit:  I carried out my unaccompanied site visit on the 8th of July 2025.  

The weather at the time of my inspection was bright and dry allowing good 
visibility. 

 
2.2 Site description: Woodlands Park Drive is a residential side road in Cadoxton, 

Neath. It runs parallel to the A4230, Tennant Canal and A465 all to the south in 
that respective order. 

 
2.2.1  The woodland is to the rear of the houses on the northern side of the road on 

steeply sloping ground. This puts the large trees in an elevated position above 
the rear gardens of the properties. The survey and report considers trees behind 
number 35 Woodlands Park Drive. 
 

2.3 Identification and location of the trees:  The trees in question are shown on 
the plan included in appendix 3.  This plan is for illustrative purposes only and it 
should not be used for directly scaling measurements.  All the relevant 
information on it is contained within this report and the provided documents. 

 
2.4  Method:  I identified seven significant trees that were located in the woodland 

to the rear of the properties and carried out a detailed inspection of these using 
Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) methodology (Professor Claus Mattheck). I have 
recorded my observations in the attached tree schedule (appendix 2).     

 
2.5 I previously attached a round aluminium tag on each tree at approximately two 

metres from ground level, these run concurrently from 661 to 663.  
 

 
 

Photograph 1: Example of aluminium tag attached to trees. 
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3 Observations 
 
3.1 General:  The woodland is made up of large native species most notably oak 

and beech with an understory of thorn and rhododendron present. 
 
3.2 Potential targets:  The rear gardens of the properties extend to the edge of the 

woodland with access being facilitated from several of the gardens. The large 
trees could impact the houses if they were wind blown. 

 
3.3  Management:  The work recommended in my previous report reference 

ARW1141 completed in January 2023 has been completed. 
 
3.4 Appraisal: My appraisal and conclusions are included in the schedule in 

appendix 2.  My recommendations are repeated in the main body of the report 
for ease of reference. 
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4  Recommendations 
 
4.1  Risk mitigation:  To obtain acceptable levels of risk I recommend the following 

work/ management.   
 

Tree tag Recommendations Priority 

661 1. Pollard at 5m 
 

Medium 

662 2. Fell. 
 

Medium 

663 3. Fell. Medium 

 
 
4.2  Work priority is defined as: Urgent- as soon as reasonably practicable; High- 

within 3 months; Medium- within 12 months; Low- as part of routine 
management.  All work carried out on the trees should be completed by trained 
personnel working to BS 3998:2010 Recommendations for tree work.  Work 
must take into account the potential for Bat habitat and nesting birds and comply 
with the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

 
4.2.1 It is understood from information provided by Mrs Phillips that the trees are 

protected by a tree preservation order.  
 
4.2.2 All of the work specified requires a tree work application to be made to the Local 

Authority.  
 
4.3  Re-inspection periods:  A reasonable re-inspection period for the trees 

generally is every two years considering the target area, size and species of the 
trees.  Re-inspection should be carried out by a suitably qualified and competent 
arboriculturist. 

 
4.3.1 Inspections included in the recommendations should be carried out within the 

time scale quoted.  
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Appendix 1 
Qualifications and experience of Alan Webster 

 

1. Academic qualifications:   
 Level 3 Technicians Certificate in Arboriculture: ABC  
 Level 6 Professional Diploma in Arboriculture, units: 

• Tree risk management 

• Tree and hedge management 

• Selection, planting and design with hardy nursery stock for amenity and 
landscape purposes 

• Arboricultural plant health 

• Planning and development in arboriculture 

• Management of special trees 

• Woodland management 

• Independent research project 
          
2. Practical experience:   

 
2003 – 2005 
Freelance Chainsaw Operator. Mainly working as a Groundsman for TreeWorks (West 
Wales) Ltd. Duties including woodland felling and ground based arboricultural 
operations, in the private and commercial sector. 
 
2005 - 2009. 
Groundsman progressing to Lead Climber and Arboricultural Contracts Manager in 
2007. Employed by TreeWorks (West Wales) Ltd. Continue to lead arboricultural team 
and control all chainsaw related operations within countryside teams. Made responsible 
for management and implementation of company Health and Safety systems.  
 
2009- 2014. 
Consultant Arboriculturist and Technical Director.  Employed by TreeWorks (West 
Wales) Ltd, undertaking Tree Surveys and Health & Safety Management. 
 
2014 – Present 
Independent Arboricultural Consultant.  Trading as ARW Tree Consultancy.  Providing 
advice on risk assessment, development site issues and boundary disputes. 
 
2015 – 2016 
Tree Officer for Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.  Responsible for risk 
assessing Council trees, advising Development Control on trees in relation to planning, 
maintenance of TPO’s and applications, managing project work where trees were 
identified as a problem. 
 
2016 – Present 
Tree Officer (Planning) City and County of Swansea Council.  Advising Development 
Control on trees in planning context, representing the Council in planning appeals and 
hearings, TPO review, creation and determination.   
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3. Professional qualifications and continuing professional development:  

2007 Certified Arborist- International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). 
2008 Arboriculture and Bats- LANTRA. 
2008 Managing Safely- Institution of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH). 
2009 Thorough Examination of Arboricultural Equipment (LOLER ’98 regs.)- NPTC. 
2010 Level 2 Computer Aided Design. – City and Guilds. 
2010 Recertification, Certified Arborist- (ISA). 
2010 VTA Update Seminar - Prof. Claus Mattheck/Symbiosis Consulting 
2010 Quantified Tree Risk Assessment  – Mike Ellison  
2011 Professional Tree Inspection – Arboricultural Association/Lantra       
2011 AA Getting to Grips with Subsidence – Dr. P.G. Biddle and Dr. M. Dobson 
2012 AA Arboricultural Consultancy – Jim Quaife and Jeremy Barrell 
2012 46th AA Amenity Conference – Reading University 
2013 AA Pests and Diseases Road Show – Guy Watson and Ben Abbatt 
2013 C.A.S. Experts Question Time- Tree Safety – Jeremy Barrell and Dr. David 
Lonsdale. 
2013 Recertification, Certified Arborist- (ISA). 
2015 PACE training - PHF Training, Kevin Hall 
2015 4th Big Barn Conference – Barchams 
2015 AA Valuing and Managing Veteran Trees – Simon Cox 
2015 Green Blue Urban Seminar 
2015 HTOF Subsidence Seminar – Dr. P.G. Biddle 
2015 Tree Preservation Orders, Effective Application - CAS 
2016 Trees in development – AA –Barrell Tree Consultancy 
2016 Role of the Tree Officer – AA – Richard Nicholson 
2016 Habitat Regulations in the Planning Process 
2016 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 – Natural Resources Wales 
2017 Assessment of Tree Forks – AA – Dr. Duncan Slater 
2018 Aspiring Registered Consultants Day – AA 
2018 MTOA Tree Officer Conference - Telford 
2018 ICF Wales Conference - Cardiff 
2019 ICF Becoming Chartered Workshop - Bristol 
2019 Ash Die Back Toolkit launch - Woodland Trust 
2019 Tree Risk Seminar – AA - Jeremy Barrell 
2019 MTOA Tree Officer Conference - Reading 

 
4. Relevant experience:   

Since 2003 I have been pursuing my natural interest in trees, broadening my knowledge 
and the required skill range.  These acquired skills and knowledge have been applied to 
projects for private customers, larger agencies and local authorities. I have inspected 
thousands of trees using accepted VTA methodology and have experience with the most 
up to date invasive decay detection devices.  In the planning arena, I have experience 
of providing evidence for appeals and at planning hearings. I have recently authored 
Supplementary Planning Guidance and drafted tree policies for a local authority. I am 
currently working toward Chartered Status with the Institute of Chartered Foresters. 
 

5. Professional affiliations:   
 Arboricultural Association (AA)- Professional Member 

Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF) – Associate Member 
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Tree observation schedule                                                                                                                Appendix 2 
Tree 
No. 

Species Height 
(m) 

Spread 
(m) 

Age 
class 

Physiological and 
Structural condition 

Recommendations Work 
priority 

Re- 
inspect 

6
6

1
  

Oak 
(Quercus spp) 

 
9 

  
4 

 
EM 

Leaning east – suppressed by 662. Ivy severed. No branches on western 
side – heavily weighted to east. Rooted on slope above houses 20 to 30 
degrees. 
Verdant. 

 
1. Pollard at 5m 
 

 
Medium 

 
2 years 

Appraisal:  No significant defects and good physiological health deduced from site observations. Whilst the tree is unlikely to fall due to tree failure, soil failure and therefore 
windthrow is more likely. The weight on one side, significant lean, sloping rooting area and recent exposure all contribute to increased risk. With the removal of 662 and 663 
this work increases in priority to High. 
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6
6

2
 

 
Beech 
(Fagus 
sylvatica) 

 
22 

 
10 

 
M 

Rooted on small shelf on the slope above the houses. 
Verdant. Recent reduction work previously recommended has been 
carried out mainly to the eastern side but also to the height. Good 
response from tree with regrowth in upper crown approximately one 
metre in length. One ivy stem approx. 25mm in diameter at base gives 
some ivy covering to first fork. Ivy obscures fork.  
Reduction cuts in upper canopy are approximately 100mm in diameter, 
no dysfunction of wood observed. 
Main fork at 10m has adaptive growth on N side. 
No significant defects in stem or buttress area. Scar on NW 300mm to 
700mm, no decay detected with sounding. 
Squirrel damage on tension side of southern branch originating at 13m. 3 
to 4m 100mm diameter branch. 

 
2. Fell 

 

 
Medium 

 
2 years 

Appraisal: Fork at 10m was obscured but observations at previous inspection did not note significant defects. Reduction work has reduced likelihood of failure; however, the 
removal of nearby trees has again increased this risk. Like 663 there is a clearing of approximately 30m around them which was previously filled with mature trees. Further 
reduction work is not suitable due to the species response to pruning – decay from significant pruning wounds. 
Letter provided by Mrs Phillips indicates that the LPA was happy for these beech trees to be removed under exemption. The letter does not indicate if the Tree Officer had 
observed defects or was of the mind that trees of this size within falling distance of the houses was an imminent risk. However as discussed, the trees have become more 
exposed since the LPA provided this opinion. 
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6
6

3
 

 
Beech 
(Fagus 
sylvatica) 

 
22 

 
12 

 
M 

 
No defects observed in buttress area. 2 x scars base to 500mm and 1000 
to 1300 on southern side. Slight bulge in lower stem to 2.5m. No decay 
detected using sounding techniques.  
Failed oak stem from west (200mm dia) propped in first fork at 8m from 
ground level. 
Reduced as previously recommended. Reduction cuts in upper canopy 
are approximately 100mm in diameter, no dysfunction of wood observed. 
Rooting area as tree 662. 
Oaks either side have been removed in accordance with previous report. 
Trees to north are also windthrown. 

 
3. Fell 

 

 
Medium 

 
NA 

Appraisal: Lack of significant defects and previous reduction work make tree failure less likely. However, as with 662 the tree has become more exposed with the removal and 
loss of nearby trees. Evidence of windthrow on bank which has heightened concerns and possibility of windthrow of these beech. Further reduction work is unsuitable due to the 
response of beech to significant pruning. Letter provided by Mrs Phillips indicates that the LPA was happy for these beech trees to be removed under exemption. The letter does 
not indicate if the Tree Officer had observed defects or was of the mind that trees of this size within falling distance of the houses was an imminent risk. However as discussed 
the trees have become more exposed since the LPA provided this opinion. 
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Explanatory notes: 

 
• Tree No:  Refers to the number on attached aluminium tags. 
•   Species:  The species identification based on visual observations and the common English name of what the tree appeared to be 

is listed first, with the botanical name after in brackets.  The botanical name is followed by the abbreviation spp if only the genus 
is known.   

• Height: Height in metres - estimated 

• Spread: Average estimated spread of canopy expressed as a radius in metres 
• Age class:  Age is an estimated range based on visual indicators and should only be taken as a provisional guide.  Y= young- in 

first third of life expectancy, MA= middle aged- second third, M= mature- final third, OM= over mature- reached life expectancy, 
V= veteran- living beyond normal expected life range. 

• Condition:  Brief description of any identified hazards 

• Recommendations:  Description of work required or follow up inspections to abate a hazard. 

• Work priority: Urgent- Work to be completed as soon as possible as failure is imminent, and the potential for harm is high due to 
the frequency of target or size of tree part.  High- Work to be completed within three months, as potential failure is not imminent, 
but the potential for harm is high due to the frequency of target or size of tree part.  Medium- Work to be completed within twelve 
months, as potential for harm is lower due to lower frequency of occupation under defect, or smaller size of tree part.  Silvic- 
management for good silvicultural or arboricultural practice.  Man – Work for management reasons, can be completed when funds 
are available or regular work is scheduled. 

• Re-inspect:  Recommended interval until identified defect is re-inspected by a suitably qualified and experienced Arboriculturist. 
 



Appendix 3.   
 Tree Location Plan 
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662 
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