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1. Introduction
· Purpose of the Report: This document outlines ecological enhancement measures for the retrospective cafe and decking area with proposed extension, as stipulated by Condition 4 of the planning permission granted on 11 May 2023. It ensures compliance with Policy SP15 of the Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan, aiming to protect and enhance biodiversity on a site with no prior ecological value.
· Site Description: The site was originally a tarmac car park with no habitats or species. The current development features a raised building with a dark, enclosed under-space, surrounded by hardstanding.
· Compliance Statement: The proposed measures seek to achieve a net gain in biodiversity, aligning with Policy SP15’s requirements to avoid net loss and enhance ecological value.
2. Site Assessment
· Existing Ecological Conditions: A site walkover previously confirmed the site’s low biodiversity value: fully tarmacadamed with no vegetation, water features, or wildlife corridors prior to development. The raised building’s under-space offers potential for nocturnal species. No protected species or priority habitats were observed.
· Potential Impacts: The development has minimal negative ecological impact due to the site’s prior state. Opportunities exist to create new habitats using the under-space and perimeter.
· Biodiversity Baseline: Pre-development biodiversity is near zero; enhancements aim to establish a positive ecological footprint.
3. Enhancement Proposals
The following measures have been implemented or are planned, tailored to the urban site:
	Measure
	Description
	Rationale (Link to Policy SP15)
	Location on Site

	Container Planting
	Trees (e.g., olive, dwarf palm) and flowering plants (e.g., lavender, foxglove) in 10 weather-resistant containers (1-2m² each) placed around the building and decking. Planted with native species to support pollinators.
	Introduces habitat diversity and foraging opportunities, achieving net gain on a low-value site.
	Building edges and decking area.

	Bird Boxes
	5 bird boxes (WoodStone type for swifts/sparrows) installed on building walls, positioned 4-6m high, facing north-east.
	Provides nesting sites for priority bird species, enhancing urban biodiversity.
	Exterior walls (per approved plans 102-09/10).

	Waste Recycling
	All waste, including cooking oil, recycled via licensed collectors.
	Minimizes pollution impacts on local ecosystems, supporting resilience.
	On-site.

	
	
	
	

	Additional Feature
	Small insect hotels added to planters.
	Supports invertebrates, further enhancing biodiversity.
	Within container planting areas.


4. Implementation Plan
· Timeline: Measures implemented by 10 May 2024 (within 6 months of approval if approved by 10 February 2024). Planting and boxes are ongoing as of 10 November 2023.
· Responsibilities: Applicants will oversee installation and maintenance.
· Methodology: Native species sourced locally; Bird boxes as standard, No permits required.
5. Maintenance and Monitoring Strategy
· Long-Term Management: Features retained permanently; annual checks on boxes (outside breeding season); plants maintained as needed. Recycling ongoing.
· Net Gain Assurance: Estimated 15% gain in biodiversity units via new habitats.
6. Consultation Records
· No formal consultations conducted due to the site’s low ecological value. Measures align with Neath Port Talbot’s Biodiversity SPG.
7. Impact Mitigation and Conclusion
· Mitigation: Lighting minimised to avoid disturbing nesting birds; no significant harm anticipated.
· Conclusion: These measures achieve a net biodiversity gain, fulfilling Condition 4 and Policy SP15.

