Green Infrastructure Statement

Proposal: Retention of Part Single and Part Two Storey Rear Extension
Address: 115 Shelone Road, Neath, SA11 2NE

1. Introduction
This Green Infrastructure Statement (GIS) has been prepared in support of the planning application for the retention of a part single and part two storey rear extension at 115 Shelone Road, Neath.
The statement follows the stepwise approach set out in the Local Development Plan and supporting guidance. It identifies existing green infrastructure, explores opportunities for enhancement, and sets out measures for delivery, management, and long-term maintenance.

2. Step 1 – Identify and Evaluate Existing Green Infrastructure Assets
· The site comprises a two-storey residential dwelling with a private rear garden.
· Existing green infrastructure is limited to a domestic lawn, small planting areas, and boundary treatments typical of suburban plots.
· No mature trees, hedgerows, or protected habitats are present within the footprint of the extension.
· There are no watercourses, ponds, or other notable landscape features on site.

3. Step 2 – Explore Opportunities for Green Infrastructure
Despite the footprint of the extension, opportunities exist to enhance biodiversity and green infrastructure, including:
· Installation of bird and bat boxes to support local wildlife.
· Incorporation of additional planting within the rear garden to encourage pollinators and provide habitat.
· Use of sustainable approaches to garden management, such as reduced pesticide use and consideration of rainwater collection.

4. Step 3 – Develop the Design
The following measures have been selected to deliver meaningful enhancements:
4.1 Ecological Enhancements
· Bat Box: To be installed on the side or rear elevation of the extension, mounted at least 3m above ground level, away from artificial lighting and sheltered from prevailing winds.
· Bird Box: To be installed on the rear elevation facing the garden, positioned at a height of at least 2.5m to encourage nesting.
4.2 Planting Enhancements
The rear garden provides sufficient space to accommodate new planting. Proposed planting will focus on low-maintenance, wildlife-friendly species.
Table 1: Example Planting Schedule
	Species (Common Name)
	Latin Name
	Benefit

	Rowan
	Sorbus aucuparia
	Nectar for pollinators, berries for birds

	Hawthorn
	Crataegus monogyna
	Dense habitat for nesting birds

	Lavender
	Lavandula angustifolia
	Supports bees and pollinators

	Buddleia
	Buddleja davidii
	Attracts butterflies

	Dog Rose
	Rosa canina
	Provides hips for birds in winter



5. Step 4 – Deliver
· Bird and bat boxes will be installed during or immediately after completion of building works.
· Planting will be carried out during the first suitable planting season following consent.
· All enhancements will be delivered by the applicant and maintained for the lifetime of the development.


6. Step 5 – Manage and Maintain
· Bird/Bat Boxes: Inspected annually to ensure suitability; replaced if damaged.
· Planting: Any failed specimens will be replaced within the first 5 years. Ongoing maintenance will include light pruning, weeding, and watering during dry periods.
· Garden Management: Pesticide use will be minimised to encourage pollinator activity.

7. Conclusion
The development provides opportunities to incorporate biodiversity and green infrastructure enhancements proportionate to the scale of the extension. The measures proposed, installation of bat and bird boxes and delivery of wildlife-friendly planting, ensure that the scheme contributes positively to local biodiversity in accordance with planning policy requirements.

