
P2024/0568 37 St Catherines Road Baglan

Green Infrastructure Statement 

Introduction and Location 

This Green Infrastructure Statement is to accompany the Planning Application for the rebuilt and remodelled dwelling at 37 
St Catherines Road, Baglan. This statement should be read in conjunction with all drawings and documents that accompany 
the application.  

The application site is located at the end of a run of existing dwellings to the north east of St Catherines ROad as it abuts an 
extensive area of protected woodland and consists of a rectangular site recently occupied by a rectangular dwelling, paved 
property of buildings and, terraces and car parking with no meaningful ecological habitation. The site is bounded on all sides 
road and pathway and has a significant benefit of off site ecological habitation on adjacent land consisting of established 
domestic gardens and the native well established woodland mentioned above. 

Site Analysis  

The application site consists of hard landscaped parking, slabs of existing buildings and domestic gardens. 

Aerial view of site and surrounding area 
(Application site shown in red.) 
NOTE THAT THE ON SITE SHRUBS HAVE BEEN REMOVED SUBSEQUENT TO THIS PHOTO AND PRIOR TO 
APPLICATION  

The purpose of this statement is to identify the local Green Infrastructure (GI) network both within and surrounding the site, 
illustrating how the development proposals have been designed to avoid, minimise, mitigate and, where required, 
compensate the local GI in line with Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales (Edition 12). Whilst the findings of this statement 
have informed the design the nature of the proposals, being fundamentally a roof extension over a flat roof, have limited the 
opportunity to materially enhance GI. Green infrastructure objectives for the development focus on opportunity to 
supplement the adjacent bird habitat by including bird boxes within the existing/proposed high level roof/gable walling thus 
enhancing GI by increasing the scope for bio diversity. 

PROPOSAL: 

Soft Landscape Proposals 
Soft landscape proposals aim to both enhance on site features and create new features throughout the site. The quality of 
existing features to be retained shall be enhanced though management. Development proposals will increase the overall 
capacity and quality of soft landscape features and their contribution to on-site and local GI. 
Connecting to the wider network is the key consideration for on-site GI. The proposals aim to achieve this by creating a clear 
landscape structure in which on site features can link to and the wider context. This includes a proposed mixed ornamental 
shrub planting regime. All plants have been selected to provide ecological benefits and habitats to local fauna. 
The landscape design includes a range of new GI features for the benefit of people and wildlife. These include planting to 
improve amenity and structure, as well as providing summer shade and a food source for wildlife. 

Ornamental Planting – Ornamental planting proposes mixes of shrubs, perennial and herbaceous planting around the 
proposed dwelling. Evergreen structure provided by shrubs is balanced with seasonal flowering plants, grasses and bulbs 
enhancing visual amenity and providing habitat and foraging opportunity. 
Amenity Grassland – Amenity grassland within the domestic gardens create accessible areas for a range of activities. 

Landscape Management 
The proposed landscape management will include an appropriate aftercare period to ensure that any retained and created 
habitats, connections and landscape planting establish well and are maintained for connectivity and health. 
The main objectives for the Landscape Management Plan include: 
The conservation, protection, and enhancement of all proposed and retained natural features; 
The establishment, through exemplary horticultural and contractual practices, of a high quality and functional landscape with 
wildlife biodiversity enhancements; 
To ensure that plant Bio Security principles, including biodiversity, are embedded in both the implementation and 
management of all new landscaping; 
To maintain the amenity of the proposals ensuring an attractive place to live and visit. 

Wildlife enhancement: 
1no.  wall mounted nesting box for bird species (House sparrow):  Woodstone Estella to be implemented in accordance with 
Part 1 Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, WG PPW (2016) and Tan 5. 

1no.  externally mounted woodcrete (or similar material) bat box suitable for crevice-dwelling bats, for example Beaumaris 
bat box or similar. 

1no.  externally mounted woodcrete (or similar material) swift boxes, for example the Burgos swift box or similar. 

all to be implemented in accordance with Part 1 Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, WG PPW (2016) and Tan 5. 

Where applicable and reasonable, the development proposals and philosophy follow the Stepwise Approach set out in figure 
12 of Planning Policy Wales:  

• Avoid – The layout of the site should be designed to avoid damage or removal of existing GI assets wherever possible;  
• Minimise – The site layout should be developed and refined through an iterative approach, to minimise habitat loss and 

functioning ecosystems and retaining connections and existing features wherever possible;  
• Mitigate/Restore – Potential damage to GI assets will be mitigated through best arboricultural practice, protecting 

landscape features during construction and repairing damaged habitats in excess of like for like; and  
• Compensate – When all other steps have been exhausted further, on-site/immediate proximity or as a last resort off-site 

compensation should be provided. New areas of planting should be designed and specified to contribute to the local 
and wider GI network. 

Located within a semi rural location the site and its neighbouring properties all have woodland or gardens which contain a 
mix of soft landscaping consisting of grassed areas, bushes and planting beds, mature natural hedges and trees. 

The area benefits from connections to the wider green infrastructure network via domestic gardens and a network of 
hedgerows and trees.  

The  proposals do not unduly impact upon the existing soft landscaping within or adjacent to the site and the existing foot 
print of the building is not being substantially extended onto green landscaped areas. No native hedgerows/trees are 
impacted by the proposals.  

It is therefore considered that the proposals have no material impact on existing GI assets and the new bird and bat boxes 
increase the opportunity for biodiversity enhancement. 
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