Green Infrastructure Statement The DECCA Framework Step-Wise Approach Notes

. . _ Minimize Mitigate ) g :
Sites of Special Scientific Interest Site Location: Rhosafan, Ysgol ¥sgol Gynradd Gymraeg, Port Talbot : - Oy labeliod cimansions are 1o bs taken from this craviing. Do not
Y fenton+reece Itd have been asked to prepare a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the plannin Diversity: Individual development proposals should Due to the lack of The proposal will introduce biodiversity y ’ ; 9
. . . . g T p existing green enhancements in planting typologies, introducing scale from this drawing.
appllc_atlon fqr the replacement s_chool at Rho_safan, Port Talbot. F_ollowmg repent _updates to avorq' negative impacts on_b:ad:vers:ty, by inffastrucreamently native planting types which will bring a richness and + Contractor is responsible for taking and checking all dimensions,
< oE Planning Policy Wales 12 there is now a requirement for all planning applications in Wales to be considering how biodiversity assets, can be present across site any diversity to the green infrastructure on site. below ground services and setting out. _ _
Earlswood Road Cutting and s 2 supported by a Green Infrastructure Statement. Section 6.2.5 has been updated to include the maintained and enhanced. adersetfentson *  All elements of design should be checked on site and conflicts
Ferryboat Inn Quarries f ‘ followi tat t: diversity will be avoided. reported to responsible designer... If in doubt ask
AnClent Woodland o OWIng statement: the avoidance of any
adverse effects is not
A green infrastructure statement should be submitted with all planning applications. i i aGprzz;ai:Ii:'.astructure on site is limited in complexity as the site predominantly features amenity grass coverage,
This will be proportionate to the scale and nature of the development proposed and Diversity Summary: with few trees scattered through the site. The new landscape proposal will champion native landscape and '
will describe how green infrastructure has been incorporated into the proposa/_ In the biodiversity features, creating a mix and mosaic of planting, introducing a habitat diversity across the site
. H H i inti Extent: Individual development proposals must avoid Due to the limited The existing tree within The proposal will introduce biodiversity
SpeC|aI Lan dscape Area case of minor development th_ls will be a short qescrlptlon and should not _be an in th bi A extent of existing Glon | the site will be retained | enhancements in planting typologies, introducing
onerous reqUIrement for app/lcantS. The green infrastructure statement will be an loss in the extent Of -IOdlvef'Sltiy an.d incorporate site the current extent and the site design has native planting which will mitigate and improve the
effective Way Of demonstraﬁng positive multi_functiona/ Outcomes WhICh are measures to u'ppropnately maintain and enlarge will not be adversely been developed around extent of Gl across the site.
; ite i i i i existing habitats, especially where extent is small or effected its retention.
appropriate to the site in question and must pe ilsed for demonstrating how the stepwise S g ok hP e ty o Frpe Thlswill fclude abovegrounddraiagasofitions
approach (Paragraph 6.4.21) has been applied’ - h’”"’j'?" i y o Z festoration an f” caton through the SUD’s design.
. . with adjoining and nearby areas, green infrastructure
Historic Landscape Area features and networks FBHI o160 g B b i
ird boxes and no-mow areas of the site.
Baseline Summary: [referenced Ecology Assessment report 26CC04-ECO-10-XX-T-YU-000007 Extent Summary: Whilst the location of the building and hard standing have been repositioned to reduce the developments
H—. H impact on the extent of biodiversity, there will be some temporary loss in this respect due to nature of the
—E)relm:]mary Ecolo.glc_:al AS_Sessmen:[—_sz PO1—1 ] works extent. However, there will be great improvements to the extent of these within 5 years if delivered in
Site HlStOf'y & EXIstlng Site Condition: line with the proposed planting plan, featuring a wider extent of green infrastructure and site wide approach to
f . . : The existing extent and condition of Gl at Rhosafan School is limited, with little existing Green the scheme integrated with the building.
2 Historic Registered Parks and Gardens Infrastructure, as the site mainly consists of hardstanding, amenity grass and a scattering of trees. | Condition: Individual development proposals must q"lf:"tt“’,‘a:ed";;:;‘:ionof Fondition of Gl il be significanty mproved from
priority habita Y This sparse coverage in Gl extends in to the immidiate residential setting, where Gl is limited to not compromise the condition of ecosystems. the existing Gl the
¥ ? & grass verges and standalone trees on street corners and roundabouts[Fig.2020.3] consideration to both direct, indirect and cumulative | current condition wil The scheme has been designed to incorporate the
: ’ impacts and beneﬁt& securing the [ong term only be temporarily curriculum and active growing groups in the school
X i i i . i " f tained habitats is kev t affected during and community. The nature of the proposals will
Traditional Orchards The site and Rhosafan area is on a very exposed, coastal location, windy and salty conditions with | Management of retained habitats Is key to construction. encourage engagement and learning resource in the
a sandy, dry soil profile. This has limited establishment of any green features on site with stunted | M@intaining condition _ _ _____| ‘manasementand malfténanine ofthesite,
trees or failiures located within the forest school Condition Summary: The scheme will improve the Gl condition, considering the benefit of having a long-term maintenance plan in

place with the local authority and school to ensure the condition of the proposed habitats will have longevity
and sustained value. For example, native planting to create low maintenance shelter belts, no-mow areas will be
celebrated with signage. Community and school allotment areas will be promoted as part of the curriculum and
school approach to community engagement.

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation [SINC] - NOT MAPPED HERE Site Context: ' ' . . . . . Eonnecavity: fidiidkn] CElapIiEnE propGEah TheexlstingTonnEctvy Thie stz deien s put conneetty at the heart of
The 4km study area around the site found landscape designations including two Sites of Special s : . is limited by the existing the proposals creating layers of new Gl and landscape
H H i H i H should ’dentlfy and incorporate measures which extent of Gl across the features to create an accessible green space for the
There are eight Sites of Importance for Scientific Interest Crymlyn Burrows and Earlswood Road Cutting and Ferryboat Inn Quarries enable Hpprogtidte inkstobe made Bebneer Basie | e s i — green;spac
v Nature Conservation (SINC) within 2km of the site. around 3km to t_he north west _of t_he school site. The area no_rth of the site contains ancient and its surroundings so as to improve connectivity
Margam Mountain . woodland Of.WhICh the mOSt Slgnllflcar.‘t areais aI'O-Und 3km distance. Margam m?untaln lies to the Connectivity Summary: The proposals are seeking to enable connections between new green infrastructure assets across the site and
Listed below: east of the site and contains designations of Special Landscape Area and Historic Landscape helping to facilitate wildlife corridors and refuge for a greater range of fauna. Native, coastal tree planting to the
Area. There are two smaller designations of Traditional Orchard and Historic Registered Parks :jf;i‘;;ih;t?e createivariety ofispecles, ereates a local charactertypologyandistrong:new gresmcorritiors
- BAGLAN BROWNFIELD SLACK (1 4km north) and Gardens SpeCiaI. [F|920201] ) ) ) ) . Adaptation: Individual development proposals should | The existing Gl has little The landscape scheme has been designed to be
- BAGLAN PANHANDLE (880m north) There are a number of significant green infrastructure assets in the area immediately surrounding | jyentify impacts to the ecosystem resilience attributes | ©"°292Pwtion resilient through planting native habitat typologies,
- JAFFA LAND BAGLAN (1.9km north) the site; these vary from brownfield open mosaics to coastal habitat - there is great opportunity to biodiversi qualities acrass the site. UM e A G
. . . ' . of biodiversity the site. The new tree belts and earth bunds will be
- LOWER RIVER AFAN ESTUARY (1.9km southeast) connect with these assets when assessing the site using the DECCA framework[Fig.2020.2] planted to create much needed shade and shelter
o _ = - LITTLE WARREN (1.8km southeast) Given the scale of the development it will be important to consider a wide range of aspects in aéf‘zssthg site, Pf°tecﬁ"§ c[;‘i'ffetnfmm ?ITE strons
B o e - PANASONIC (1.2km northeast) relation to Green Infrastructure, for ecological considerations it will be positive to attract Srotnd and maraged sadly from accassiblegarisf
; invertebrates and birds, plus providing reptile refugia/hibernaculum for the benefit of local Gl the site. Habitat features such as the butterfly bund
connectivity, supporting the B-line status of the site and local Biodiversity Action Plan to create a f::;:eb'm toxes will ericollragenew wildlife into
The proposed development site SitS within a B-Lines designation: healthy mosaic Of habltats- Adaptaﬁon Summary: The proposa.ls have beer? developed_to have a positive impact lon the s-ites abil_ity tf: adapt to plossible future.
changes on its Gl, a particular benefit the proposed scheme will have its contribution to the wider changes in
inriti N ecosystem resilience. The courtyards and winter gardens will have cooling effects on the classrooms and
. . . . Priorities for Green Infrastructure:
B-Lines are non-statutory protected sites which aim to restore and create circulation areas, provide alternative, sheltered locations to teach and learn in our wetter/ warmer climates.

The schools engagement with natural spaces will be increased to encourage ownership and successful

The landscape design, planting strategy and biodiversity enhancements for this scheme management.
have been based on a multifunctionality of Green Infrastructure to align and support the
Building with Nature Standards.

=

wildflower habitats forming stepping stones that link existing wildlife areas togethe
creating a network of habitats across the landscape benefiting not only pollinators
but a host of other wildlife.

Summary: See dwg. 2021 for details of all the Biodiversity Enhancements
Landscape Design Key Principles:

2020 1 S' 'f' t L d D - t' L ity To align with the land desi inciples the Gl has b t the heart of the site desi rted b
- Local Identity: o align wi e landscape design principles the as been at the heart of the site design, supported by
. | g n Il ca n a n S ca pe es ! g n a I o n s - the school offers an opportunity to enhance the local landscape character types the ambition to get Building with Nature Accreditation.
- create a sense of place and identity inspired by the landscape of Neath Port Talbot » o
- the coastal landscape is exposed and wild at times, there is the opportunity to create a safe and Specific Gl Priorities:

8 kl I l d Ial I Iete r Stu dy a rea enclosed setting to the school, in contrast but harmony with their coastal surroundings - Improving ecological condition and diversity of site

- Promote connectivity to contextual Gl as part of a sustainable learning environment

- Sustainable Design: - Support identified priority habitats for rare invertebrates

- sustainable drainage and water management will be an integral part of the site design

- creating new habitat areas and incorporating the water management in to all parts of the site Connected public green infrastructure to the site is limited in diversity and extent, with public Gl mostly being in the
form of grass verges and occasional standard trees. The existing condition of Gl on site currently provides a low

- Bring Nature Closer to People: amount of biodiversity and habitat connectivity. The coastal location of the site and surrounding green typologies will

- multifunctional design of the exteranls can create spaces of interest, learning opportunities and inform the landscape provision on site; establishment of border tree planting to improve connectivity and provide

sustainable features shelter; coastal grassland typologies will be incorperated into the design providing suitable habitat for local species

- creating new habitat areas alongside outdoor classrooms, growing areas and forest school and supporting B-line species such as the Shrill Bee.

should be accessible and entwined in the schools everyday activities

The proposal will have an overall positive impact on Gl to the benefit of the local wildlife, people and sense of place.
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