Green Infrastructure Statement:
Coedffranc Primary School

Site Address:  Coedffranc Primary School, Stanley Road, Skewen, SA10 6LP.

Proposed Development: Construction of a new ramp connecting two levels in the school, providing a disabled compliant ramp to allow Parents and children too safely go from the upper level when approaching from Stanley Road to the lower level and gain access to the Infants Block.
Site description:  Coedffranc Primary School is an established school and was originally built as a board school in 1894, it was developed in the 1950’s with the lower block, now the Infants block being built in 1950 with the Juniors block in 1953.
There is a drop of approximately 900mm from the level from the higher level to the play area below. 
The proposed ramp area was selected as it is enables to provide safe and better access to the Infant block from the Stanley Road access point but keeps the play area used by the Nursery next to the demountable building adjacent.
Currently there is an approval for a ramp from the higher level to the play area, but the school would like to preserve the play area as it stands and divert the new ramp as indicated in the application, if approved the currently approved ramp would not be built.
The proposed ramp would abut the existing blockwork retaining wall currently located on the boundary.
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Overhead plan as existing
[image: C:\Users\ts784\Desktop\Screenshot 2024-10-11 120322.png]
Overhead plan showing ramp position

Surrounding Area description: 
The application site is located in the existing grounds of the Primary school and backs on to the shops and residences on the A4230 New Road, Skewen.
Development Impacts:  
We have deliberately located the proposed development to be as non-intrusive as possible, by moving it to the proposed new location the ramp would provide access to the children to safely approach the new Kitchen and Canteen block being constructed and also access at drop off and pick up times.
It would also enable the retention of the existing play area next to the existing Nursery.
The new ramp will require the relocation of some existing drainage as part of the construction.
No lighting is intended so will not provide any light contamination to the properties to New Road.
To provide further privacy to the houses in New Street that back on to the school we would replace the existing mesh fence with a solid fence.
Overall, the impact beyond the limited localised issues within the existing area are compensated for with the advantages in retaining the existing playing area and safe access being provided. 


Biodiversity Enhancements Proposed 
Due to the nature of the works there is no effect to the current diversity in this application as all surfaces are already tarmac, however in the previous application where the ramp this is relocating allowed for bird boxes on the main building and rain forest planters  and consequently we would not look to change this situation, to enhance this we would look to add two further bird boxes to the adjacent demountable.

Conclusion. 
It is considered that considering the above, that the proposed development would keep the current biodiversity with no effects on any current arrangements.
This proposal has no adverse environmental effects with the proposed relocation of the currently approved new ramp adjacent to the revised position indicated replacing the approved ramp set to be built in the current Construction project. 

Signed 
Wayne G Hopkins 
Principal Architectural Manager
NPTCBC

Dated
15th November 2024
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