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Our reference 22-379-20 

Date 10th September 2024 

Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council 

 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: CAEWERN HOUSE, HEOL ILLTYD, NEATH – LETTER OF RESPONSE 

I am writing further to your Authority’s Transport Development Services comments dated 20th June 2024 

in respect of planning application 2/3/24/0301/00, which seeks permission for construction of 36 

affordable residential flats… 

Your Authority’s responses to general highway issues are addressed in this letter, which we are confident 

will enable you to provide a positive consultation response on behalf of your Authority. For ease, we set 

out each of your comments and our response individually, below.   

Comment 1: Visibility Splays  

Vision splays of 2.4m by 25m onto the existing public highway known as Dwr Y Felin Road must be 

achieved and within which nothing over 600mm in height shall be erected or allowed to grow and 

shall be retained as such thereafter. It is noted that the bus stop is highlighted within the current visibility 

splays this will need to be relocated alongside any other street furniture that is within the splay areas. 

These will need to be provided on a separate drawing, not just included within the Transport 

Assessment. 

 

As a point of clarification, Figure 2.2 (and Appendix B) of the submitted Transport Statement details the 

20mph (25-metre) visibility splay in green, whilst the additional 30mph (43-metre) splay has been shown 

for context by the blue line. The 25-metre splay is formed in front of the bus stop and does not therefore 

require the bus stop or any other street furniture to be repositioned. For context, Figure 2.2 of the submitted 

Transport Statement has been provided under Appendix A of this letter.  

Comment 2: Pedestrian Footpath  

The pedestrian footpath along the proposed access road is currently drawn to be less than the 

minimum requirement of 2m. 

 

In response to the above, Figure 1 below confirms that the pedestrian footpath is provided over 2-metres 

width. Figure 1 is provided to scale at Appendix B.  
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Figure 1 Site Access & Pedestrian Footway Width + Tactile Paving Provision 

 

Comment 3 & Comment 6: Tractile Crossing facilities 

In addition to the current plans, a new tactile crossing will be required at the end of the footpath to 

cross Dwr Y Felin Road, this is due to the desire line of pedestrians to take the shortest route. 

 

There is a small area of footway next to parking space P1, however there is no suitable crossing point 

included. This is included within the public right of way drawing within the Transport Statement. 

 

Following the comments, Figure 1 above – and appended herewith – shows the new tactile crossing to 

improve the existing crossing facilities across Dwr Y Felin Road in addition to the tactile crossing next to 

parking space P1. Figure 1 is provided to scale at Appendix B of this letter.  

 

Comments 4 & 5: Site Access 

Narrowings within the highway will only be allowed for a maximum distance of 10m, with a minimum 

width of 3.6m to ensure emergency vehicle access. 

The entrance road is of 80m before the first parking bay, this is in excess of the required 60m maximum 

of unrestrained highway in a residential area. Speed control will be achieved by a variety of measures 

such as, narrowing of carriageway or chicanes. 

 

In response, Figure 1 above evidences that the site access road will be provided over 5.5-metre width 

for circa 60-metres, as requested by the LHA.  
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Comment 7: Footpaths 

Please explain the two grey tones used to show the footpaths on the proposed site plan, is there a 

reason for this? Are full height kerbs to be used at the light grey sections? As there are no formal 

crossing points shown currently. 

 

We can confirm that the previous plan in question contained a drafting error, which has been corrected, 

as contained within Appendix C of this letter.   

Comment 8: Bin Stores and Collection Distances 

The bin stores should be located where the access is along adopted highway, these should also not 

require the bins to be wheeled greater than 12m to the refuse vehicle. 

 

The masterplan has been optimised to achieve the distances specified above.  

Comment 9: Carriageway Gradients 

A long section of the carriageway is required to show the gradients that will be constructed. Also the 

gradients for the additional link of footpath are required and tie in details. 

 

In response to the comment, this is a matter of detail that will be refined during the adoption process. 

However, can confirm that gradients are outlined within Spring Design’s drawing – contained at Appendix 

D.  

Comment 10: Vehicular Tracking 

Please provide auto-tracking for parking spaces P30 and P31, due to the retaining wall that will be 

erected next to these. This is to ensure that vehicles will be able to access and egress safely. 

 

In response to the above comment, additional tracking has been undertaken for parking spaces P30 & 

P31, with the output provided within the Figure below, and to scale at Appendix E.  
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Figure 2 Vehicular Tracking 

 

Comment 11: Footpath Link 

Parking spaces P8-P10, please show how the footpath will be linked here, this should be a dropped 

vehicular crossing over the footpath. Please also consider the orientation of these spaces as they are 

not 90° to the highway. 

 

The masterplan appended shows the footpath link in question. We can confirm that a dropped kerb 

crossover arrangement will be formed at this location.  

Comment 12: Adoptable Highway 

A drawing showing the extent of adoptable highway is required, as this could impact elements of the 

design. 

 

The plan – prepared by Spring Design - is provided at Appendix F of this letter and details the extent of 

adoptable highway, the plan is also provided at figure 4 below for context.   
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Figure 3 Adoption Plan 

 

Comment 13: Footpaths 

The pedestrian footway would not be acceptable behind the parking spaces P11-P18, this would need 

to be placed along the line of the building. 

 

The masterplan appended shows the footpath link positioned as requested.  

Comment 14: Road Safety Audit 

All works to be constructed on the public highway shall be subject to Road safety Audits, stages 1 to 

4 in accordance with GG 119 of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges. Each stage of the Road 

safety Audit shall be submitted for approval in writing by the Local planning Authority. All issues 

highlighted at each stage, being addressed to the written approval of the Local Planning Authority 

within 3 months of that stage of that Road safety Audit has been approved. 

 

We can confirm that the client agrees to undertaking Road Safety Audits in line with the above comment.  
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Comment 15: Construction Method Statement 

A Construction Method Statement needs to submitted to and approved before the development 

commences. 

 

We can confirm that the client agrees to a providing a Constriction Method Statement for approval 

before the development commences.   

Comment 16: Transport Statement Appendices 

Please provide all the appendix drawings independently, to be able to review clearly. Appendix F is 

required to review the TRICS data used, and therefore we are unable to provide comment currently. 

 

The Appendices have been provided alongside this letter of response.  

Comment 17: Bus Shelter Relocation 

Within Figure 2.2, the existing bus shelter appears to be relocated, can you confirm that this will be 

included as part of the scheme. 

 

As per the response to Comment 1, the bus shelter does not require relocation to accommodate visibility 

splays. As such, the proposals do not accommodate bus stop / shelter relocation.  

Comment 18: CAD Drawings 

Please provide all the appropriate CAD drawings to be able to check the swept path analysis, for the 

refuse vehicle and the junction. 

 

The CAD drawings requested are provided alongside this letter.  

Closure 

I trust the above clarifications suitably respond to your earlier comments and provide sufficient comfort 

to enable you to provide an updated and positive consultation response to the Planning Authority. 

However, as always, please do let me know should you require further clarification. 

Naturally, I am available to speak on the matter further should you consider this to be helpful.  

Yours faithfully  

 

RICHARD WOODS BSc MSc 

Head of Transport Planning 

For and on behalf of 

                                                   Enc:  
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APPENDIX A 

Visibility Splays 
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APPENDIX B 

Site Access & Pedestrian Footway Width + Tactile Paving Provision  
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APPENDIX C 

Site Plan 
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APPENDIX D 

Longitudinal Section 
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APPENDIX E 

Parking Bay Swept-path Analysis 
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APPENDIX F 

Adoption Plan 
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1. This drawing and all information contained thereon is intended for
Planning purposes only. NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION;
2. All highway geometry, gradients and levels are subject to the
approval of the Local Highway Authority;
3. Finished carriageway levels within shared-surface areas and raised
tables shall be 100mm higher than the alignment contours shown;
4. Levels of existing surface water culvert to be confirmed.
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