Green Infrastructure Assessment 
Llansawel AFC, Old Road, Neath, Neath Port Talbot, SA11 2BS

[bookmark: _Toc157079270]1. Introduction:
This assessment addresses the integration of green infrastructure to the proposed works at Llansawel AFC football grounds. The aim is to enhance environmental quality, contribute to local biodiversity, and align with sustainable development principles.
[bookmark: _Toc157079271]2. Site Description:
· The site, located off Old Road and is accessed via a lane into the grounds which is presently characterised by a large football pitch with spectator stands either side and buildings to the south containing bar, offices, changing rooms and other communal areas. 
· Notable existing green infrastructure is the large grass field which is the football ground. 

[bookmark: _Toc157079272]3. Local Context:
- The site is situated in a rural area with mostly semi-detached dwellings on the outskirts of Briton Ferry and is approx. 200m from Jersey Park. 
[image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc157079263][bookmark: _Toc157079290]Figure 1 - Location Map

- The Welsh Government has recently published an update to Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales (version 11). The main changes to policy can be summarised as follows:  
· Green Infrastructure: stronger emphasis on taking a proactive approach to green infrastructure covering cross boundary considerations, identifying key outputs of green infrastructure assessments, the submission of proportionate green infrastructure statements with planning applications and signposting Building with Nature standards.  

· Net Benefit for Biodiversity and the Step-wise Approach: further clarity is provided on securing net benefit for biodiversity through the application of the step-wise approach, including the acknowledgement of off-site compensation measures as a last resort, and, the need to consider enhancement and long-term management at each step. The use of the green infrastructure statement as a means of demonstrating the stepwise approach is made explicit. A simplified diagram of the policy approach has been developed (which will be further refined in the consolidated version of PPW12). The importance of strategic collaboration to identify and capture larger scale opportunities for securing a net benefit for biodiversity is recognised.  
· Protection for Sites of Special Scientific Interest: strengthened approach to the protection of SSSIs, with increased clarity on the position for site management and exemptions for minor development necessary to maintain a ‘living landscape’. Other development is considered unacceptable as a matter of principle. Exceptionally, a planned approach may be appropriate where necessary safeguards can be secured through a development plan.  

· Trees and Woodlands: closer alignment with the stepwise approach, along with promoting new planting as part of development based on securing the right tree in the right place.


[bookmark: _Toc157079273]4. Objectives:
- The main objective is to enhance biodiversity and ecological value and Contribute to local green infrastructure networks.

[bookmark: _Toc157079274]5. Design Principles:
- Utilise native shrubs and plants suitable for the local climate and minimise environmental impact during construction.



6. Our Proposal

Install bird and bat box on the elevations of the main building.
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7. Biodiversity and Ecology:
- To attract local wildlife, the following is proposed :
A bat box such as a Schwegler 1WQ or suitable equivalent could be mounted on the left elevation of the main building
 
Wooden (or woodcrete) nest box with 3 sub-divisions to support 3 nesting pairs. To be placed under the eaves of the building on the rear elevation.

Entrance holes: 32mm diameter
Dimensions: H310 x W370 x D185mm

To be implemented within 3 months of completing the works.
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[bookmark: _Toc157079276]8. Maintenance Plan:
- Maintenance for the planted trees and shrubs is crucial. The Club will organise a yearly activity to attend to the planted trees/shrubs and ensure their health and vitality.

9. Conclusion:
The proposed green infrastructure aligns with local policies, enhances biodiversity, and contributes positively to the character of the neighbourhood. It offers a proportionate approach for the works proposed at Llansawel AFC football grounds. 
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Fig 2 Woodcrete house sparrow external nesting box
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Fig 1 Schwegler 1WQ bat box
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