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1.	INTRODUCTION

1.1 This statement has been prepared by Graham Carlisle Planning on behalf of Awel Aman Tawe in support of a revised planning application for the change of use of Ysgol Cwmgors. Permission was originally given for this development in 2021 and this revised application is required for changes to the conversion of the building, the access arrangements to the car park, the introduction of a number of additional features as well as a full landscaping scheme.

1.2 This statement will adhere to the stepwise approach now advocated by the revised Planning Policy Wales, and will follow the format set out in a Supplementary Planning Guidance document produced by the Swansea planning authority and entitled ‘Biodiversity and Development’. A series of 8 steps are identified and the proposed scheme will be considered in respect of all of these steps, while bearing in mind the advice given that these statements should be proportionate to the development proposed.

2.         IDENTIFY AND ASSESS
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2.1      A description of the property and the recent planning history is provided in the planning statement that is submitted with the application. As shown in the recent Google street view photograph above, the yard to the rear of the school is typically a bare tarmac surface. The submitted plans show the intention to transform this area by introducing a number of new features within a highly landscaped environment.

3.        AVOID

3.1     The only existing natural vegetation on the application plot is a tree-lined bank and hedge which runs along the rear boundary of the yard. It is clearly important to avoid the loss of any of these trees and they are shown in the submitted layout plan to be fully retained.

4.        RESPOND AND DESIGN

4.1      The primary development proposed in this case consists of the reinstatement and reuse of existing school buildings. The presence of the old school yard, however, provides an opportunity to add additional features to complement the many activities that will be promoted at the Centre. Of necessity an area or car parking is proposed to the rear to be served by a new ramped access. The remainder of the yard, as well as both in front of and either side of the old school building is to be completely transformed by the introduction of a semi-formal landscaped layout featuring new trees, meadow areas, water features, block paving, scrub planting, shrub and herbaceous planting, a line of espalier fruit trees and garden beds.  

5.        MITIGATE

5.1      Not applicable in this case as the only existing vegetation is to be retained and where necessary, enhanced.

6.        COMPENSATE

6.1       In light of the proposed retention of all existing green infrastructure on the application site at present, it is not considered that any form of compensation will be necessary.


7.         ENHANCE

7.1       What is proposed by this application clearly represents a considerable enhancement in biodiversity terms which, it is suggested, more than meets the requirements of the Welsh Government as set out in the update to chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales (version 11)
                           

8.         MANAGE

8.1      Some of the site management will be done by members of the community who will take advantage of the opportunities provided. The applicant company, Awel Aman Tawe, will, however, also employ an appropriate landscape firm to regularly maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the new environment.


9.         MONITOR

9.1       See above.
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