
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Water Works

25

92

20

64

53

Allotment Gardens

42

71

19

9

26

94

44

93

77

14

52

88

32

59

120

36

119

70

110

45

114

31

115

82

125
100

87

Golf Course

76

Fairyland

99

Tr
ac

k

Gnoll Nursery
Lodge

Allot

T
rack

Overflow

Gdns

WoodD Fn
Fishpond

Weir

FA
IR

YLA
ND

Weir

Pond

107

133

127

Golf

El Sub Sta

Issues

131

139

Mosshouse Wood

138

101

FBPath (u
m)

Path (um)

Course

FB

Tank

Pa
th

 (u
m

)

132

106

Pa
th

 (u
m

)

Path(um)

FB

Issues

(disused)

Shaft

Path (u
m)

Pa
th

 (u
m

)

Fishpond Wood

Path (um)

Track

Track

BM 123.19m

C Tk

E
D

 B
dy

C
S

E
D

 B
dy

CS

U
nd

C Tk

c

Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council Licence No.LA 09013L

copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown

permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
Reproduced from the 1996 Ordnance Survey mapping with the

O.S. Plot produced by the DESIGN CONSULTANCY tel:- (01639) 763333

FOLLY

CASCADE

C
O

N
TO

U
R
 L

AG
O

O
N

VISITOR
CENTRE

THESE WATERCOURSES
ARE NOT CONNECTED

PIPE LINE CONNECTIONS

KEY

To Llantwit Brook

M
os

sh
ou

se

Fro
m

A B

E

D

C

1 THIS IS A C.A.D. DRAWING AND SHOULD
NOT BE AMENDED BY HAND.

2 All dimensions in millimetres unless otherwise
stated.

ENGINEERING AND TRANSPORT

JOHN S. FLOWER, B.Sc., C.Eng., C.Env., F.I.C.E, M.C.I.H.T
CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT

THE QUAYS, BRUNEL WAY
BAGLAN ENERGY PARK

NEATH SA11 2GG

Project

Client

Rev

NOTES

Details ChDr Ap Date

Financial Code No.

Date

Checked Approved

DateDate

Scales

Drawing No.

Drawn

File No.

Pr
oje

ct
Dr

g.
 N

o.
A1

S:\Peter's REG & STAT\Reservoirs\GNOLL PARK\FISH POND\WATERCOURSES.dwg

GNOLL PARK
FISH POND

BJD

MAY 10

PGG

MAY 10

MPT

MAY 10

1 : 1250

GNOLL/FISHPOND/GEN/1

NW

SW

W

SE

NE

E

S

Water

Reservoir

The Fish Pond

GUINEA POND

FISH POND

Approximate discharge
location for 2 No.
treatment plants



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Legend

R Bailey

Sheet 6A2

Gnoll Park
Neath 

Catchment Analysis

15/10/2019

Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
Cyngor Bwrddeistref Sirol Castell-nedd Port Talbot

GARETH NUTT
Director of Environment

The Quays, Brunel Way, Baglan Energy Park,
Neath, SA112GG

NETWORK MANAGEMENT

© Hawlfraint y Goron a hawliau cronfa ddata 2013 Arolwg Ordnans 
100023392. 

© Crown copyright and database rights 2013 Ordnance Survey 
100023392.

MasterPoint
Inlet

Outlet

Surface Water Chamber

Catchpit Chamber

Storm Overflow Chamber

Soakaway

Pollution Control Valve

Hydrobrake Chamber

Sluice

Access Cover

Beany Kerb Access Cover

Beany Kerb Outfall

MasterLine
Aco Drain

Beany Kerb

Culvert

Earth Ditch

Fluted Channel

Gully Line

Land Drain

Storm Overflow

Surface Water Channel

Surface Water Lines

Rising Main

French Drain

Abandoned Pipe

Sluice Pipe

Catchment Analysis
Secondary Watercourses

Gnoll_Brook

Gnoll_Park_Brook

Llantwit_Brook

Background Details
Flow_Direction

River and Stream Network

CUL_0493

CUL_0237

CUL_1280

1:7,400



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dyddiad/Date: 06 October 2023 
 
Annwyl Syr/Madam/Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
BWRIAD/PROPOSAL: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING VISITORS CENTRE AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 2-STOREY VISITOR CENTRE INCLUDING NEW 
BALUSTRADES, SPRINKLER TANK, EXTERNAL LIGHTING OF PEDESTRIAN 
ROUTES FROM EXISTING CAR PARK AND ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPING AND 
DRAINAGE WORKS.  
 
LLEOLIAD/LOCATION: VISITOR CENTRE, GNOLL ESTATE, NEATH, SA11 3BS. 
 
Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru (CNC)/Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
about the above, which we received on 06 September 2023. 
 
We have concerns with the application as submitted because inadequate information 
has been provided in support of the proposal. To overcome these concerns, you 
should seek further information from the applicant regarding foul drainage. If this 
information is not provided, we would object to this planning application. Further 
details are provided below.  
 
Foul Drainage 
 
We understand that the development is not served by the public foul sewer and that the 
application form indicates that foul drainage is to be discharged to a private sewerage 
system. In these circumstances Welsh Government Circular 008/2018 advises that a full 
and detailed consideration be given to the environmental criteria listed under paragraph 
2.6 of the Circular, to justify the use of private sewerage.  
 
In this instance, we note that the applicant is proposing two new package treatment plants, 
one to serve the visitors centre discharging directly into the pond and one to serve Pond 
Cottage and the kitchen gardens which will discharge into an adjacent stream and the 
pond onsite. We must highlight that the streams are ephemeral and dry up during periods 
of no rainfall, which could potentially lead to insufficient dilution of the effluent for large 
periods of the year. The two ponds on site currently suffer from algal blooms and low 
dissolved oxygen levels and therefore discharging treated sewage effluent into the ponds 

Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council                                              
The Quays                                                   
Briton Ferry                                                    
SA11 2GG                                       

Ein cyf/Our ref: CAS-236547-Q9H2 
Eich cyf/Your ref: P2023/0659 
 



could exacerbate the situation. For your Authority to fully assess the application we advise 
that clarification is provided on the existing private sewerage systems on site and their 
drainage fields, soakaway tests have been undertaken across the site, but it is unclear 
where the tests were performed in relation to any potential drainage field locations and, we 
note that no percolation tests have been undertaken.  
 
The application does not, therefore, provide a sufficient basis for an assessment to be 
made of the risks of pollution to the water environment arising from the proposed 
development. 
 
Pollution Prevention 
 
We note that the supporting Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), dated 
August 2023, has been produced for the redevelopment of the Gnoll Estate and not just for 
the demolition and construction of the visitors’ centre. 
 
We welcome the submission of the CEMP and are generally satisfied with its contents. We 
note that a CEMP can be an evolving document especially on larger schemes and therefore 
advise that the plan should consider the following points: 

• Discharge points for temporary wheel washing areas. 

• If the provision of a temporary lagoon is required, presumably for dewatering 
excavations and silt settlement, the CEMP should carefully consider any proposed 
discharge from the lagoon. 

 
Construction and demolition activities can give rise to pollution and so it is important that 
appropriate provisions are in place to manage dust, silt, surface water and the storage of 
waste during the construction phase.  
 
We continue to refer the developer to the NetRegs website, specifically the Guidance for 
Pollution Prevention (GPP) documents which provide detailed guidance on pollution 
prevention.  GPP5, ‘Works and maintenance in or near water’ and PPG6, ‘Working at 
construction and demolition sites’ will be of relevance.  
 
Ecology 
 
We note the bat report submitted in support of the above application (Bat Survey Report and 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, dated August 2023) has identified bats were not using the 
application site.  
 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that should any trees require felling or management 
works to facilitate the development, a preliminary bat roost inspection for trees should be 
undertaken to assess their potential to support roosting bats. For any trees categorised as 
having moderate to high potential for supporting bats, further surveys (climbing inspections 
and/or activity surveys) will be required in accordance with best practice. A detailed plan 
should be submitted which outlines which trees that require felling pruning, and their 
potential to support roosting bats. Should bat roosts be confirmed, we advise that an 
assessment of the impacts of the scheme on these roost sites and proposals to mitigate or 
compensate for them is submitted. 
 

If any trees require felling or management to facilitate the development, we advise that the 
above information is provided to inform the determination of the application. 

https://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpp-documents/


 
Other Matters 
 
Our comments above only relate specifically to matters included on our checklist, 
Development Planning Advisory Service: Consultation Topics (September 2018), which is 
published on our website. We have not considered potential effects on other matters and do 
not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other interests.  
 
We advise the applicant that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to 
ensure they secure all other permits/consents/licences relevant to their 
development. Please refer to our website for further details. 
 
Advice for the Developer 
 
Applicants wishing to operate a private sewerage system will need either to apply to us for 
an environmental permit or register with us for an exemption from the permit requirement. 
Septic tanks and small sewage treatment works that meet certain criteria may be 
registered as exempt.  
 
A step by step guide to registering an exemption can be found on our website.  
 
If the septic tank or private sewage treatment system is not eligible for an exemption, the 
Applicant will need to apply for an environmental permit, further details can be found here. 
Should a permit be required further information may be needed as part of that application 
process. The Applicant is therefore advised to contact us for pre-application advice at the 
earliest opportunity to try to ensure that there is no conflict between any planning 
permission granted and the permit requirements. Further details on how to access our pre-
application advice service can be found here.  
 
It is important to note that a grant of planning permission does not guarantee that a permit 
will be granted. A proposal may be deemed unacceptable either because of environmental 
risk or because upon further investigation, a connection to mains sewer was feasible. 
Applicants are encouraged to ensure they have all the required permissions, consents, 
permits and any other approvals in place prior to commencement of works on the site. 
 
Where private sewage treatment/disposal facilities are used, they must be installed and 
maintained in accordance with British Standard 6297 and Approved Document H of the 
Building Regulations. We also refer the Applicant to Guidance for Pollution Prevention 4 on 
the NetRegs website, which provides further information. 
 
If you have any queries on the above, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yn gywir / Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Bonnie Palmer 
Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu/Advisor - Development Planning    
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales 
 
E-bost/E-mail: swplanning@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
Ffôn/Phone: 03000 65 3281 

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/686847/dpas-consultation-topics-august-2018-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131909112110000000
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/register-your-septic-tank-or-small-sewage-treatment-plant/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/what-to-do-if-you-have-been-refused-a-registration-for-a-septic-tank-or-private-sewage-treatment-system/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/environmental-permits/pre-application-advice-for-environmental-permits/?lang=en
https://www.netregs.org.uk/media/1887/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-4-2022-update.pdf


 
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at 
oedi./Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading 
to a delay.  
 
 


