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Constituency  UK Parliament 
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Economy 

Welsh 

Government 

Mr Lee Waters MS 

Deputy Minister 

for Climate 

Change 

Welsh 

Government 

Professor Ron Loveland 

Advisor on 

Energy 

Welsh 

Government 

Mr Andrew Slade 

Director General, 

Economy, Skills 

and Natural 

Resources Group 

Welsh 

Government 

Mr John Howells 

Director Climate 

Change, Energy 

and Planning 

Welsh 

Government 

 Charlie Lewis Project Manager 

Natural 

Resources Wales 

Ms Karen Jones Chief Executive 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Ms Nicola Pearce 

Director for 

Environment and 

Regeneration 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Mr  Ceri Morris 

Head of Planning 

Services 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 408  
   

 

Mr  Steven Jenkins 

Senior Planning 

Officer - 

Development 

Management  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Mr  Steven Ball 

Development 

Manager - 

Planning 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Ms Nicola Lake 

Team Leader - 

East - Planning 

Officer 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Leanne Jones 

Deputy Leader of 

the Council 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Annette Wingrave 

Cabinet Member 

for Regeneration 

& Sustainable 

Development 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Edward Latham 

Leader of the 

Council 

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Carol  Clement-Williams   

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Sharon Freeguard  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Charlotte Galsworthy  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Jeremy Hurley  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Chris James  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Rob Jones  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 409  
   

 

Councillor  Scott Jones  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Dennis  Keogh  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Rhidian Mizen  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Saifur  Rahaman  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Susanne Renkes  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Peter Richards  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Anthony Taylor  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  Rachel Taylor  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Councillor  David  Whitelock  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Mr Mark Shephard Chief Executive 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Dr Michael  Jenkins 

Team Leader - 

Sustainable 

Development 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Ms  Kelly Watson 

Monitoring Officer 

and Head of 

Legal and 

Regulatory 

Services 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 410  
   

 

Mr  Jonathan  Parsons 

Group Manager 

Planning and 

Development 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Mr Rhodri Davies 

Development and 

Building Control 

Manager 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Ms Helen Williams 

Shared 

Regulatory 

Services 

Vale of 

Glamorgan 

Ms Emma Aston  

Environmental 

Health Safety  

Vale of 

Glamorgan 

Councillor  Huw David 

Leader of the 

Council 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Richard Young 

Cabinet member 

for Communities 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Dhanisha  Patel 

Cabinet Member 

for Wellbeing and 

Future 

Generations 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Charles Smith 

Cabinet Member 

for Education and 

Regeneration 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Hywel  Williams 

Deputy Leader of 

the Council 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Richard  Collins  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Paul Davies  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Gareth Howells  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Malcolm  James  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Ross Penhale-Thomas  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Philip  White  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 411  
   

 

    

Bridgend Youth 

Council 

Councillor  Gavin Thomas  

Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

Councillor  Marcia Spooner  

Neath Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council 

Ms Sophie Howe 

Future 

Generations 

Commissioner 

Office of the 

Future 

Generations 

Commissioner for 

Wales 

Mr David Isaac Clerk 

Briton Ferry 

Town Council 

Mr David Mackerras Clerk 

Pelenna 

Community 

Council 

Mrs Margaret Buckley Clerk 

Maesteg Town 

Council 

Cllr Andrew James  

Maesteg Town 

Council 

Cllr Rosemary Martin  

Maesteg Town 

Council 

Ms Cheryl  John Clerk 

Llangynwyd 

Middle 

Community 

Council 

Councillor Idris Williams Chairman 

Llangynwyd 

Middle 

Community 

Council 

Councillor Tom Muller  

Llangynwyd 

Middle 

Community 

Council 

 Ian  Price   

Confederation of 

British Industry 

Wales 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 412  
   

 

Mrs Heather Myers 

Director for South 

and Mid Wales 

South Wales 

Chamber of 

Commerce 

Mr Rob Basini 

Development 

Manager South 

Wales 

Federation of 

Small Businesses 

Wales 

Mrs Zoe Antrobus Director 4theregion 

Mr Robert Dangerfield 

External 

Communications 

Manager 

Tata Steel Port 

Talbot  

Dr  Jonathan  Burnes  

Programme 

Director  

Swansea Bay 

City Deal  

Mr Peter Austin 

Stakeholder 

Engagement 

Manager 

Swansea Bay 

City Deal  

Ms Kellie Beirne 

Director of CCR 

City Deal 

Cardiff Capital 

Region City Deal  

Dr Chris  Williams  

Head of Industrial 

Decarbonisation 

Wales  

South Wales 

Industrial Cluster 

Mr Guto Owen Co-Ordinator Hydrogen Cymru  

Mr Ed Evans 

Director and 

Secretary 

Civil Engineering 

Contractors 

Association 

(CECA) Wales 

Ms Cat Griffiths-Williams Chief Executive 

Constructing 

Excellence Wales 

(CE Wales) 

Mr David  Clubb  Afallen 

Mr  Hywel Lloyd  

Institute for 

Welsh Affairs  

Ms Auriol Miller  

Institute for 

Welsh Affairs  

    BMC Cymru  



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 413  
   

 

Ms Denise Hanrahan 

Consul General 

of Ireland 

Consulate 

General of 

Ireland 

Professor  Paul Boyle Vice-Chancellor 

Swansea 

University 

Professor  Medwin Hughes Vice-Chancellor 

University Wales 

Trinity St David 

 Haf Elgar Director 

Friends of the 

Earth Cymru 

Mr  Robert Jones  

Neath Port Talbot 

Friends of the 

Earth 

    

Bridgend & 

District Friends of 

the Earth  

    

Swansea Friends 

of the Earth  

 Rhys  Wyn Jones Director 

RenewableUK 

Cymru 

    Greenpeace  

    

Frack Off 

Swansea 

    

Green Party 

Cardiff 

    People  & Planet  

    

Stop Climate 

Chaos Cymru 

    Climate Cymru  

    Renew Wales  

 Nicola  Pulman  

Youth Climate 

Ambassadors for 

Wales  

 Conor  Haslem President 

University of 

Wales Trinity St 

David 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 414  
   

 

Environment 

Society 

Mr  Simon  Roberts OBE Chief Executive 

Centre for 

Sustainable 

Energy 

    Pro Wind Alliance  

Ms Tamar Bourne 

Head of Smart 

Energy Regen  

Mr Paul Bulmer Chair 

Bryn Residents 

Action Group 

(BRAG) 

    

Cwmafon 

Residents’ Action 

Committee 

(CRAC) 

Mr Ian  Issac  

Tidal Lagoon 

Swansea Bay 

Active Supporters 

Group - NPT lead  

Mr Bob  Cherryman  NSA Afan  

    

Swansea Civic 

Society 

    

The Environment 

Centre Swansea  

 Dan McCallum  Awel Aman Tawe  

 Felicity  Crump  Awel Aman Tawe  

 Alex Ferraro 

Development 

Officer  Egni Coop 

 Karleigh Davies Tourism Manager Visit NPT, Neath 

Port Talbot 

County Borough 

Council  

 Mike Evans Tourism Team 

Leader 

Visit Bridgend, 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council  



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 415  
   

 

Ms Christine Boston Director Sustrans Cymru 

    Afan Forest Park 

Visitors Centre  

    Glyncorrwg 

Ponds and 

Mountain Bike 

Centre (and café) 

    Lodge Cycles 

    

Afan Trail 

Volunteers  

    

Afan 

Environmental/ 

The Conservation 

Volunteers 

Ms Andrea Kennedy Chair of Trustees 

Friends of 

Margam Park 

Mr Mike Dickinson Chief Executive 

Margam Country 

Park  

 Sarah Powell Chief Executive Sport Wales 

    

Disability Sport 

Wales  

    

Wales Council for 

Voluntary Action 

 Tony Potts  

Neath Port Talbot 

Council for 

Voluntary Service 

(NPTCVS) 

 Carys Miles 

Principal Officer 

Development  

Neath Port Talbot 

Council for 

Voluntary Service 

(NPTCVS) 

Ms  Heidi Bennett Chief Executive 

Bridgend 

Association of 

Voluntary 

Organisations 

(BAVO) 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 416  
   

 

 Claire Emanuel 

Third Sector 

Development 

Officer  

Bridgend 

Association of 

Voluntary 

Organisations 

(BAVO) 

    LGBT Cymru 

    

Race Council 

Cymru 

    

Ethnic Minorities 

& Youth Support 

Team Wales  

    

Welsh Refugee 

Council 

    

Children's 

Commissioner for 

Wales 

    

Older People’s 

Commissioner 

    Age Cymru 

    

Gypsies and 

Travellers Wales  

    TGP Cymru  

    Disability Wales  

    Diverse Cymru 

    Samaritans 

Mr Richard Jones Head of Service SWTRA 

Mr Rhodri Thomas  SWTRA 

Mr Richard Jones Head of Service SWTRA 

Mr Rhodri Thomas  SWTRA 

Mr Richard  Evans Strategic Lead 

Welsh 

Government 

Energy Service 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 417  
   

 

Mr  Gwilym  Hughes Head of CADW CADW 

Ms Carole-Ann Davies Chief Executive 

Design 

Commission for 

Wales  

Ms  Sarah Hopkins Director   Cynnal Cymru 

    

Gwent 

Glamorgan 

Archaeological 

Trust (GGAT) 

    

Royal 

Commission on 

the Ancient and 

Historical 

Monuments of 

Wales 

    

South Wales 

Miners Museum 

Ms  Natalie Murphy 

President of the 

Society 

Bridgend & 

District Local 

History Society 

Mr  Colin James Chairman 

Historical 

Association 

Swansea 

Mr Nigel  McGaw Chair SEW RIGS 

    

Friends of 

Margam Park 

Mr  David  Lewis President 

Llynfi Valley 

Historical Society 

Mrs Sally Jones Chairman 

Port Talbot 

Historical Society  

    

Bryn Historical 

Society  

    

Ramblers 

Association 

    

Neath Port Talbot 

Ramblers 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 418  
   

 

Ms Gina  Gavigan  

Wildlife Trusts 

Wales  

Ms Katie-Jo Luxton Director RSPB Cymru 

Ms Maggie Cornelius  

RSPB West 

Glamorgan Local 

Group 

     

Mr Simon 

Hugheston-

Roberts  

Conservation 

Officer  

RSPB (North 

Wales office) 

    

Welsh 

Ornithological 

Society 

 Jean Haslam Chair 

Glamorgan Bird 

Club 

 Steve Lucas Welsh Bat Officer 

Bat Conservation 

Trust  

    Soil Association  

 Glyn  Roberts  

Farmers Union of 

Wales  

    

Farmers Union of 

Wales 

Glamorgan  

Ms Katie Davies 

Council 

Chairman 

Young Farmers 

Wales 

Ms Kathryn Stewart 

National 

Manager- Wales 

and Channel 

Islands 

British Horse 

Society 

    

Greenpeace 

Cymru 

    

Greenpeace 

Swansea 

    

Wales 

Biodiversity 

Partnership 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 419  
   

 

Cllr Annette  Wingrave  

NPT Biodiversity 

Forum 

    

Afan Nedd 

Against Fracking 

    

Woodland Trust 

Cymru 

    

National Trust 

Wales - Graig 

Fawr  

    

Wales Rural 

Network  

    

South Wales Fire 

& Police Service 

Community 

Liaison    

South Wales Fire 

& Rescue 

Service 

Community 

Liaison    

South Wales 

Police Swansea 

and Neath Port 

Talbot 

Community 

Liaison    

South Wales 

Police Bridgend 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 420  
   

 

15.9. Appendix D.9 – Phase 1 Stakeholder Project Forum presentation 
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15.10. Appendix D.10 – Social media updates from Phase 1 

consultation 
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15.11. Appendix D.11 – Interim Consultation Report 
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Phase 1 Pre-Application  
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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

 

 The ideas and information contained within this report and any other associated documents are 

of a confidential nature and must not be passed on to any third party without the prior written 

consent of Thity4/7 Communication Ltd.      
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Executive Summary                                                               

1   Introduction             

1.1 Context and Scope of Consultation 

This consultation report summarises the first phase of pre-application consultation undertaken for the 

proposed development of an onshore wind farm named Y Bryn. The proposed development will deliver in 

excess of 10MW of wind energy and will constitute a Development of National Significance (DNS) under the 

Planning (Wales) Act 2015. An application must be made to the Planning Inspectorate Wales, which will make 

a recommendation to Welsh Ministers on whether or not to grant planning permission.  

The proposed wind farm site is split into two blocks. The Bryn block is located to the south of the B4282, with 

the Penhydd block located to the north of the road. The Lynfi and Afan valleys lie to the east and west of the 

wind farm site respectively. The M4 motorway, the main arterial route running east to the west through South 

Wales, lies to the south of the site.  

The delivery of reliable renewable energy in Wales is a high priority for the Welsh Government as it currently 

has targets to deliver 70% of Welsh electricity consumption via renewable energy means by 2030. Of this, the 

Welsh Government’s aspiration is to have at least 1GW within community ownership. The Y Bryn onshore 

wind farm hopes to provide a significant contribution towards these targets.  

This phase of informal consultation represents the first of three phases of consultation - two informal phases 

and the statutory, formal consultation prior to submission of the Pre Application Consultation Report alongside 

the main DNS application.  

This initial phase of consultation was focused on presenting early information about the proposals based on 

information currently available as part of the early Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping process. 

The scope of consultation therefore was to introduce the project and consultation process, and seek feedback 

on initial issues and considerations to help build a baseline understanding of key local considerations. 

The second phase of consultation will take place in Autumn 2021, and focus on further developed proposals, 

prior to the statutory consultation on the full draft application in Spring 2022. 

1.2 Pre-application Public Consultation  

 

Pre-application public consultation ran from 7th June 2021 to 16th July 2021. All communications included the 

deadline for responding as the 16th July 2021. There was a high rate of response to the consultation. The table 

below summarises top level engagement statistics: 

 

Number of newsletters issued to closest residents  26,950 

Number of public consultation events held 5 

Number of attendees to events 356 

Number of Feedback forms returned 354 

Number of emails, web forms, phone calls and letters received 112 

Number of unique website hits 1,778 

Number of visits (not unique) to virtual consultation  1,251 
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2  Consultation activities 

   
2.1  Y Bryn Stakeholder Project Forum  

 

In advance of the broader public consultation process local community stakeholders were invited to attend a 

Stakeholder Project Forum, which took place virtually (via Teams) between 9.30am and 12.15pm on Tuesday 

8th June 2021. The Forum provided an overview of the proposals, key planning and environmental 

considerations, discussion on the approach to community benefit and community ownership opportunities, as 

well as explained the approach to consultation and the project timeline. 

 

Letters via email as well as hard copies were sent to stakeholders on 21st May 2021 advising them of the project, 

upcoming public consultation, forum invite and an offer of a private meeting.  

 

Invites were issued to local Members of Parliament, local Members of the Senedd, Welsh Government, Natural 

Resources Wales, Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, Bridgend County Borough Council, Future 

Generations Commissioner for Wales, local town and community councils, local business representatives, 

educational establishments, environmental groups, seldom heard groups and community groups.  

 

132 stakeholders were invited, and advised of the public consultation, of which 27 stakeholders attended and 

participated in discussions. Speakers included, Trevor Hunter, Project Manager, Coriolis Energy (Developer), 

Ffion Edwards, Senior Project Manager, Natural Power (Environmental Consultants) & Will Morgan, Director, 

Thirty 4/7 Communications (Communications Consultants).  

 

2.2  Media Press Statement  

 

The pre-application consultation began with an announcement to the media via a press statement on 7 th June 

2021. This was issued to both the South Wales Evening Post and the South Wales Echo. The statement 

publicised the public consultation events and the project website. 

 

2.3  Project Website  

  

The Project website was launched in November 2020 with basic information about the proposals and the 

forthcoming consultation. The website was updated upon launch of the Phase 1 informal consultation on 7th 

June 2021 providing full details of the consultation to include: 

• All mechanisms for responding 
o Public consultation events 
o Virtual consultation via the website 

o Email 

o Feedback forms 

o Freepost address 

o Freephone telephone number 

• Project documents  
o Newsletter (Welsh and English) 
o Scoping document 
o Consultation summary document  
o Feedback form 
o Exhibition boards 
o Site location map 
o Map showing indicative location of turbines 
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o Contact details 

 

During the consultation period the website received 1,778 unique visitors.  

 

 
 

2.3  Social Media  

 

Project social media pages were launched on 7th June 2021 across Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Information was shared on the launch of the pre- application consultation to include all mechanisms for 

responding as well as the dates for the public consultation events. Posts continued throughout the consultation 

period to keep followers informed and to continue to advertise the consultation.  
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2.4 Project Newsletter 

 

A project newsletter announcing the consultation was delivered to 26,950 surrounding homes on or before 7th 

June 2021 (distribution was undertaken by a reputable company with the ability to track data on each delivery).  

 

All homes within a base 3 kilometre radius, with extensions to 5km in certain areas deemed to have a greater 

potential to see the wind farm, such as Cefn Cribwr, received the project newsletter inviting them to have their 

say on the proposals. A map of the distribution area can be seen below. Copies of the newsletter are available 

to download from the documents page of the Project Website www.ybryn-windfarm.cymru.  

 

 

Key Consultation Zone (indicative, shown in red including the communities within 3km radius, with extensions 

based on potential visibility). This is subject to change and further refinement through the pre-application 

process. For reference: The blue line shows a 3km radius of the site. The green line shows a 5km radius of the 

site. 

 

Copies of the newsletter were also sent to community centres and to all venues hosting the public consultation 

events. Bryn Residents Action Group shared the detail included in the newsletter on social media. The project 

newsletter included detail on: 

http://www.ybryn-windfarm.cymru/


Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

449 

 

• A project overview 

• About the developer 

• How to get involved with the pre-application public consultation  

• Detail of the public consultation events 

• Project timeline  

• Online virtual exhibition 

• How to keep in touch 

• Supply chain opportunities  
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3  Public Consultation Events 

 

The venues for the public consultation events were carefully considered taking into account proximity to the 

proposed development and factors such as visual impact to surrounding communities.  

 

As the consultation was conducted whilst Covid-19 restrictions were still in place venues were limited due to 

some not being open or were being used for Covid-19 activities such as vaccination or test centres. To allow 

those working during normal office hours to attend, venues had to be available into the evenings and at a 

weekend.  

 

The venues also needed to be near public transport and be suitable for disabled visitors. Five venues were 

sought and events took place on the following dates and times: 

 
 

Maesteg RFC, Llynfi Road, Maesteg, CF34 9DS 

Monday 21st June 2021, 1pm - 7pm 

 

Bryn Community Centre, Maesteg Road, Bryn, Neath Port Talbot, SA13 2RY 

Tuesday 22nd June 2021, 1pm - 7pm 

 

Cwmafan Community Engagement Centre, Depot Road, Cwmafan, Port Talbot, SA12 9DF 

Wednesday 23rd June, 1pm - 7pm 

 

Cefn Cribwr Athletic Club, Cae Gof, Cefn Road, Cefn Cribwr, Bridgend CF32 0BA 

Thursday 24th June, 1pm - 7pm 

 

Taibach Community Centre, Duke Street, Taibach, Neath Port Talbot, SA13 1NA 

Saturday 26th June, 12pm - 4pm 

 

The exhibitions were promoted through the project website, via the press statements, social media, project 

newsletter and via letters issued to stakeholders invited to the stakeholder forum.  

 

Consultees were able to view and read all of the consultation materials to include the exhibition boards, project 

documentation, 3D model and complete the feedback form.  

 

In attendance at the public consultation events were representatives from Coriolis Energy, Natural Power, Awel 

Aman Tawe (Community Energy & Ownership partners) and Thirty 4/7 Communications.  

 

Total attendance across the five days of the exhibitions was 356 visitors. 

 

Location Maesteg Bryn Cwmafan Cefn 
Cribwr 

Taibach Total  

Number in 

attendance  

104 110 64 31 47 356 

 

A number of local politicians and councillors attended the public consultation events to include Huw Irranca-

Davies MS, Altaf Hussain MS, David Rees MS, Cllr Huw David, Leader of the Council, Bridgend County Borough 
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Council, Cllr Ross Penhale-Thomas, Leader of Llynfi Independents, Maesteg West Ward, Cllr Rachel Taylor, 

Taibach Ward, Cllr David Whitelock, Bryn and Cwmavon Wards and Cllr Sharon Freeguard, Port Talbot Ward.  

 

In addition to consulting with the public, a letter was sent out to the local supply chain inviting them to ‘meet the 

buyer’ sessions at the consultation events where they had the opportunity to meet the developer and register 

an interest in forming part of the supply chain.   

 

3.1 Virtual Exhibition  

 

The virtual exhibition was available via the Project website throughout the public consultation ensuring the 

consultation materials exhibited at the face to face public consultation events were also available to those unable 

to attend in person.  

 

Visitors were able to view and read all of the consultation materials to include the exhibition boards, project 

documentation, project video, 3D flythrough video and complete the feedback form.  

 

There was also a ‘contact us’ option providing details of how to get in touch with the project team.  

 

The virtual exhibition was accessed 1,251 times with 163 feedback forms being completed.  
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4  Feedback 

4.1 Community consultation feedback mechanisms  

Throughout the consultation process the feedback mechanisms for consultees included:  

 

Emails Website 

Form 

FREEPOST 

address 

Freephone 

telephone 

line 

Feedback 

forms 

completed 

online  

Feedback 

forms 

completed 

at the 

exhibitions 

Total 

feedback 

forms 

received  

49 52 31 feedback 

forms  

 

4 letters  

 

7  163  160  354  

 

4.2 Generating awareness of the proposals  

Analysis of all feedback forms received demonstrates how consultees found out about the 

proposals and exhibitions (some consultees identified more than one route). 26,950 

newsletters were sent out to residents living around the proposed site. Updates regarding the 

consultation could be found via the website and the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

accounts. 

Posted 

newslet

ter 

Social 

Med

ia 

Online 

newslet

ter 

Newspape

r press 

covera

ge 

Project 

websi

te 

Ema

i

l 

Post

e

r 

Newspap

er 

adver

t 

192 133 22 20 17 11 10 2 

How did you find out about the consultation?

Posted newsletter Social Media Online newsletter

Newspaper press coverage Project website Email

Poster Newspaper advert
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Analysis of feedback identified that the consultation obtained good geographical spread 

across the area (see Map 1 below). Approximately 28% of respondents live within two miles 

of the proposed site. There were also some respondents from other parts of South Wales 

(see Map 2 below).  

Map 1  - Respondent locations around the site 

 

 

Map 1 showing location of post codes from completed feedback forms. NOTE, these are post codes only and not 

addresses, location icons are in the middle of the roads of the respective post code . 

 

Map 2 – Respondent locations across South Wales 
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5  Analysis of feedback forms 

 
5.1  Feedback forms  

 

A standard feedback form (English see Appendix A) (Welsh see Appendix B) was used to collate 

information and views of consultees who engaged in the consultation.  

 

The feedback forms were designed to gather thoughts, opinions and local insight on the early proposals.  

 

There were an array of opinions expressing both support in principle, and concern in principle to the 

proposals.  

 

Positive feedback noted that the project could make a contribution towards the Welsh Government’s 

net zero pathway and provide an economic benefit to the area through job creation and community 

ownership schemes.  

 

Concerns and issues raised related to environmental considerations such as visual impact, noise, 

impact to wildlife and habitats, construction impacts and shadow flicker among various other points. 

 
All feedback received has been useful in identifying key areas of concern for local 
communities around the site, and will help to develop the proposals as they are further 
refined.    

 

Feedback forms were received via three channels – at events, via FREEPOST and online: 

 

Virtual Exhibition Feedback 

Forms 

Exhibition Feedback Forms Postal Feedback Forms 

163 160 31 

 

This breakdown demonstrates the various ways in which feedback was collated from consultees. The 

virtual exhibition form proved effective as consultees who were unable to attend the exhibition events 

in person were able to provide their feedback on the proposals digitally.  

 

Consultees who were unable to complete the feedback form at the consultation event were able to take 

the form away and send back via a FREEPOST envelope.  

 
The feedback received from all feedback forms has been collated, analysed and summarised in the 

following pages. Each question from the feedback form has been dealt with separately and both 

qualitative and quantitative feedback has been assessed below. 
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5.2  What are your views on the principle of developing onshore wind energy schemes to help combat climate change?  
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5.3 Please explain  
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As shown in the table above the feedback for this question was mixed, with 177 (53%) of consultees who completed the feedback forms noting that they were 

either opposed or strongly opposed to developing onshore wind energy schemes. The main concerns cited were environmental, the scale of the proposed 

development, the potential visual impact, a preference for offshore wind energy schemes and the noise levels that onshore wind farms could generate.  

 

Consultees with environmental concerns stated that the potential impact on deer, adders, red kites, birds, bats, and livestock led them to strongly object to the 

proposed development. Consultees’ main concerns were the proposed height of the turbines and the visual impact that they could have on the local area. 

Residents felt that the views from their homes and recreational parts of Margam mountain could be comprised, affecting the local tourism industry.  

 

The feedback of consultees opposed to onshore wind schemes mainly linked their opposition to the impact that the proposed wind farm could have on the 

village of Bryn, with the main concerns relating to the visual and environmental impact on the village.  

 

The feedback highlighted that consultees were not opposed to renewable energy but preferred the option of offshore wind schemes rather than onshore. 

Responses also included a strong opposition to onshore wind energy schemes due to the level of noise they could generate in close proximity to local 

residents’ homes.  

 

Consultees in support of onshore wind energy schemes (117, 35%), were in favour of the creation of renewable energy sources, wind schemes, and the 

reduction of carbon emissions. Some concerns were raised about the environmental impact of onshore wind development and the locality of such sites.  

 

Consultees strongly in support of onshore wind schemes were generally supportive of renewable energy, the reduction of carbon emissions and 

decarbonising Wales. Respondents were also in support of wind schemes and they did not believe that onshore wind schemes had an adverse visual impact 

on the area.  

 

Neutral consultees (40, 12%) were supportive of renewable energy schemes, with a preference for offshore wind schemes. Other concerns raised were 

regarding the potential environmental impact, the location and the wellbeing of local residents. 
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5.4  What are your thoughts on our initial proposals for Y Bryn wind farm?  
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The main issues raised were the proposed scale of the development, the potential environmental and visual impact, the proposed location and possible 

disruption during construction.  

 

The proposed height of the wind turbines was a main cause for concern due to the potential visual impact. Consultees argued that wind turbines of this size 

would be highly visible in the village of Bryn and the surrounding area.  

 

The feedback provided with regard to potential disruption during construction relates to concern about the potential construction of new roads within the site, 

impact to surrounding existing roads, and the potential environmental disruption this could have on the migration of birds and the survival of the various 

wildlife and species in the area.  

 

Consultees who provided positive feedback were supportive of the proposals and renewable energy and made more general comments. Some consultees 

were also confident in the proposed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), as they believed that the developers would carry out extensive research and 

surveys in order to determine any environmental impact. In addition, consultees suggested that the proposed wind farm could offer community benefits 

through the community fund scheme.   

 

Other comments included the notion that there might be a conflict of interest with Natural Resources Wales (NRW), that high levels of carbon emissions could 

be released during the construction, an unreliable Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) could be conducted and naming the wind farm ‘Y Bryn’ may have 

misleading connotations, as the wind farm will not be entirely located in Bryn.   
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5.5  Do you have any comments about the project location or proposed site layout?  
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This question was intended to identify any issues relating to the location and layout of the proposed wind farm. The main concerns raised by consultees were 

the scale of the development, the proximity to resident’s homes and the potential environmental and visual impacts. 

 

Consultees voiced their concerns about the proposed height of the turbines, and the proximity of the turbines closest to Bryn village. It should be noted that 

the majority of concerns raised regarding this subject were raised by residents of Bryn.  

The environmental and visual impacts of the development were of concern to a high proportion of consultees. Comments received pointed to a lack of detail 

or evidence presented within the consultation materials at the current stage of consultation. 

Many secondary concerns included the impact on house prices, the recreational use of the land for cyclists, mountain bikers and ramblers.  

Consultees were highly aware of the Welsh Government net-zero carbon emissions target for 2050, but raised concerns that there were many existing wind 

farms in close proximity to the proposed location of the project and other locations should be considered.  

A portion of consultees advised that they require more information about how the location could be impacted before making an informed decision.  

Consultees in support of the project were generally in support of the location, support renewable energy projects, the proposed community benefits and cited 

the lack of visual impact.  

The reasons for supporting the location of the development related to the economic investment in the area and the potential for new, diverse technological 

jobs to be created. Consultees also recognised the need to address the climate emergency through wind energy.  
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5.6  Do you have any thoughts on environmental or other considerations that we should take into account as we develop 

our proposals? Do you have any local knowledge that may help us identify constraints as we develop the design of the 

wind farm? 

 

 

68

36 34 34

22 21 21
18

15 14 13 11 10 9 9 9 7 7 7 5 5 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

G
e

n
e
ra

l 
e
n

v
ir
o

n
m

e
n
ta

l 
c
o

n
c
e

rn
s

N
o
is

e
 p

o
llu

ti
o
n

V
is

u
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t

E
x
is

ti
n

g
 m

in
e

 s
h

a
ft
s
 c

o
u

ld
 c

a
u

s
e

…

G
e

n
e
ra

l 
ri
s
k
 t

o
 b

ir
d

s

U
n
s
u

it
a
b

le
 s

c
a

le
 o

f 
d
e

v
e

lo
p
m

e
n

t

N
e
w

 r
o

a
d

s
 a

n
d
 t

ra
n
s
p

o
rt

a
ti
o

n
 w

ill
…

R
is

k
 t

o
 d

e
e

r

R
is

k
 t

o
 r

e
d
 k

it
e

s

R
is

k
 t

o
 b

a
ts

R
is

k
 t

o
 b

ir
d

s
 o

f 
p

re
y

E
n

v
ir

o
n
m

e
n

ta
l 
im

p
a

c
t 

c
a

u
s
e

d
 b

y
…

M
in

im
is

e
 t

re
e

 f
e
lli

n
g

T
ra

ff
ic

 d
u

ri
n

g
 c

o
n
s
tr

u
c
ti
o

n

S
h

a
d

o
w

 f
lic

k
e

r 
lig

h
t 

p
o
llu

ti
o

n

R
is

k
 o

f 
fl
o
o

d
in

g

N
a
tu

re
 r

e
s
to

ra
ti
o

n
 p

ro
je

c
t 

p
o
s
t-

…

R
is

k
 t

o
 b

u
z
z
a

rd
s

R
is

k
 t

o
 r

e
p
ti
le

s

C
o
n

c
e

rn
s
 a

b
o

u
t 
th

e
 r

e
c
y
c
la

b
ili

ty
 o

f 
th

e
…

A
c
c
e

s
s
 t
o

 p
u
b

lic
 l
a

n
d

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
…

R
is

k
 t

o
 i
n
s
e

c
ts

In
c
re

a
s
e

d
 a

ir
 p

o
llu

ti
o

n

P
re

fe
r 

H
y
d
ro

e
le

c
tr

ic
it
y

S
u

p
p

o
rt

 r
e

n
e

w
a
b

le
 e

n
e

rg
y

A
n

im
a

l 
m

ig
ra

ti
o

n

E
n

v
ir

o
n
m

e
n

ta
lly

 f
ri

e
n
d

ly
 c

o
n

s
tr

u
c
ti
o

n
…

R
is

k
 t

o
 b

a
d

g
e

rs

M
a

n
u

fa
c
tu

ri
n

g
 o

f 
th

e
 t
u

rb
in

e
 w

ill
…

U
s
e
 s

u
s
ta

in
a

b
le

 t
ra

n
s
p

o
rt

a
ti
o
n

 m
e

th
o
d

s

T
h

e
 a

re
a

 p
ro

v
id

e
s
 s

u
ff
ic

ie
n
t 

a
n

d
…

P
re

fe
r 

s
o
la

r 
e

n
e

rg
y

C
o
n

s
id

e
r 

th
e
 e

ff
e

c
ts

 o
f 
d

ri
lli

n
g

 t
h
e

 q
u
a

rr
y

T
h

e
re

 i
s
 a

ls
o
 a

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
 l
o

c
a
ti
o

n
 o

f…

P
a

in
ti
n
g

 o
n
e

 b
la

d
e
 b

la
c
k
 c

a
n

 r
e

d
u

c
e

…

R
a
d

a
r 

c
a
n

 b
e
 u

s
e

d
 t
o

 d
e
te

c
t 

b
a
t…

M
in

im
a

l 
e

n
v
ir

o
n

m
e
n

ta
l 
im

p
a

c
t

A
 f

u
ll 

a
s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t 
o
f 

ra
re

 s
p
e

c
ie

s
…

W
h

e
n

 t
h
e

 M
4

 w
a

s
 c

re
a

te
d

 t
h

e
y
 h

a
d

…

R
is

k
 o

f 
fo

re
s
t 
fi
re

s

R
is

k
 t

o
 g

o
s
h

a
w

k
s

R
is

k
 t

o
 n

ig
h

tj
a

rs

R
is

k
 t

o
 m

ic
e

R
is

k
 t

o
 f

is
h

R
is

k
 t

o
 a

m
p

h
ib

ia
n

s

R
is

k
 t

o
 m

o
le

s

R
is

k
 t

o
 k

e
tr

e
ls

R
is

k
 t

o
 h

e
d

g
e

h
o

g
s

R
is

k
 t

o
 w

o
o

d
p

e
c
k
e
rs

U
n
s
u

it
a
b

le
 l
o

c
a

ti
o

n

Environmental considerations 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

470 

 

 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Local knowledge



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

471 

 

 

 

21

19

17

14

12

10 10

6 6
5 5 5

4 4 4
3

2 2 2 2
1 1

0

5

10

15

20

25

Other issues raised



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

472 

 

 

The data obtained from this question provides feedback on environmental considerations, local knowledge of the area and other issues to consider before the 

next phase of consultation. The question also provided information about how the land is currently used by local residents and tourists. 

 

Consultees expressed general concerns regarding the biodiversity in the area, the potential visual impact on the landscape, risk to wildlife, including birds of 

prey, red kites, bats, mice, buzzards, reptiles, and amphibians. Issues such as potential transportation limitations and congestion during construction were also 

raised.  

 

Consultees noted that birds such as red kites have recently migrated to the area, raising concerns that disruption during construction and the rotation of the 

turbine blades could cause potential harm to these birds. Issues surrounding animal migration were also raised, with one consultee suggesting that the turbines 

should be turned off during certain times of the year when birds are migrating. Further concerns included the potential impact on carbon emissions during 

construction and it was suggested that the developer uses environmentally friendly modes of transport to transport materials.  

 

From the local knowledge provided, consultees stated that the land was mainly used for recreational purposes and that the development may have an adverse 

impact on the planning permission for the proposed Afan Valley Adventure Resort. Other local insight suggested that the landscape at the Maesteg Golf Club 

may be compromised as land at the golf club sits above an abandoned railway track. Consultees also highlighted a number of sites of historical importance that 

should be considered such as Rhiw Tor Cymry site of 100 - 400 AD battle and the fact that Margam Mountain is a site of the Bodvoc Stone.  

 

Other issues raised were the potential de-valuation of house prices, the lack of community benefit, the impact on local tourism, and the potential long-term 

affects on the health and wellbeing of local residents. With regard to the lack of community benefit, consultees stated that they believed that there would be a 

lack of local economic benefit as the turbines would likely be manufactured overseas. Issues for people suffering from certain health conditions were raised as 

well has the impact on the general mental and physical health of residents who live in close proximity to the area.  
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5.7  What do you consider to be the main benefits offered by Y Bryn wind farm? 
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Consultees recognised that the project could make a contribution towards tackling climate change on a local and national level. 

 

Community benefit and local job creation were also highlighted as key benefits of the proposals.  

 

Representatives from Bryn Community Centre, Maesteg Golf Club, Cefn Cribwr Athletic Club, Maesteg Rugby Club, and the Afan Valley biking community 

attended the public consultation events stating that they could benefit from the community benefit fund and saw it as a constructive part of the proposals. 

Local job creation was also seen as a main benefit, with many consultees adding that the proposals could create a diverse range of technological and 

scientific employment opportunities.  

 

In addition to the tick box options provided, a high number of residents wrote comments against this question, including that the proposals did not have any 

perceived benefits, and that politically the proposals would not be viable in ‘Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty’. Furthermore, the preference for other forms 

of renewable energy such as tidal power, hydro-power, and offshore wind turbines were also noted.  
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5.8  We are seeking to ensure that this project can contribute towards achieving the 7 well -being of future generations 

Wales Act 2015. One of the ways in which this can be achieved is through providing a range of community benefits.  Do 

you have any feedback on or suggestions about our approach to community benefit and local ownership opportunities?  

In particular, how these may be aligned to fulfilling the below 7 well -being goals? 
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The question surrounding the 7 Wellbeing Goals was designed to give the developer the views of consultees in broader terms by examining the economic 

benefit, the Welsh Government’s target of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050 and creating a healthier Wales.  

 

Whilst this question had a lower response rate than others on the feedback form, the data shows that consultees recognised that the project could make a 

contribution towards becoming a globally responsible Wales, could create large amounts of renewable energy and contribute to lowering carbon emissions. 

Consultees also noted that the local supply chain could benefit creating a diverse range of employment opportunities and become an economic legacy for 

Wales.  

 

With regard to community benefits, respondents suggested that local sports clubs, wildlife projects and local charities could be beneficiaries. A high number of 

consultees expressed an interest in community ownership and can envisage that partnerships with local co-operatives could be a tangible benefit to the 

community and future generations in the area.  

 

Whilst a number of respondents to the feedback form left this question blank, many noted that they did not feel that the proposals would provide any specific 

contribution towards the 7 Well-Being Goals of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  
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5.9 Do you have any further comments about the proposals?  
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