
Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 320  
   

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 321  
   

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 322  
   

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 323  
   

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 324  
   

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 325  
   

 

13.6. Appendix B.4 - Response from Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council (Planning) PAC Noise Review  
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13.7. Appendix B.5 - Response from Bridgend County Borough Council 

Planning & Highways 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) (‘the 1990 Act’)  

The Developments of National Significance (Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended) (‘the 

DNS Regulations’)  

The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (as 

amended) (‘the DNS Procedure Order’) 

Initial Pre - consultation response from Bridgend Local Planning Authority 

The Proposal 

The scheme has evolved over recent years following a level of negotiation, discussions, public 

consultation exercises, scoping opinion/direction (2021) and the undertaking of a PPA (Planning 

Performance Agreement) into its current form of 18 wind turbines and associated support 

infrastructure at land at Bryn and Penhydd Forest, located between Port Talbot and Maesteg. The 

scheme, known as Y Bryn Wind Farm, is a Development of National Significance (DNS), expected to 

generate up to 129.6 megawatts (MW) comprising 18 turbines measuring between 206m to 250m (to 

blade tip) each with an installed capacity of 6.6MW. 

Bridgend Local Planning Authority will eventually, when requested by Planning and Environmental 

Decisions Wales (PEDW), provide a more formal Local Impact Report on the proposal.  This response, 

and without prejudice to the production of any future Local Impact Report, is provided as an initial 

response to the PAC process on behalf of Bridgend Local Planning Authority.  

Policy Setting 

Future Wales 2040/National Plan published in February 2021 sets out the overarching national 

planning policy for such large scale wind farm developments.  Policy 17 states that in pre-assessed 

areas the Welsh Government has already modelled the likely impact on the landscape and found 

them to be capable of accommodating development in an acceptable way and there is a presumption 

in favour of large-scale development, subject to Policy 18.   

Policy 18 states that a DNS will be permitted outside pre-assessed areas for wind development 

providing the proposal: 

Does not have an unacceptable adverse impact on the surrounding landscape (particularly on the 

setting of National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty); and  

The proposal is designed to minimise its visual impact on nearby communities and individual 

dwellings and a cumulative impact of the proposal with other existing or proposed development is 

acceptable. 

This replaced TAN 8 as the national spatial strategy for wind farm development within the context of 

PPW 10, now PPW 11. This policy defines strategically pre-assessed areas. The northern cluster of 5 

turbines in the proposed development lies within Pre-Assessed Area 9 for wind energy and the 

southern cluster of 13 turbines lies outside.  
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The National Plan sets out on page 97 that irrespective of location or scale, the design and micro-

siting of proposals must seek to minimise the landscape and visual impact, particularly those in close 

proximity to homes and tourism receptors. Both within and outside Pre-Assessed Areas, communities 

should be protected from significant cumulative impacts to avoid unacceptable situations whereby, for 

example, smaller settlements could be potentially surrounded by large wind farm schemes.  

The site straddles the border between Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend with one turbine 

(T11) in Bridgend (outside the pre assessed area of Future Wales 2024).  

The Bridgend Local Development Plan, 2013 is the adopted development plan for the Borough of 

Bridgend and relevant to this proposal as highlighted within Chapter 2 of the submitted ES.  The ES 

highlights however that the Bridgend LDP has not been updated since the adoption of Future Wales 

(emerging LDP currently at examination) and does not reflect the extant national policy situation, 

including reference to Pre-Assessed Areas.  Regard however must be given to the adopted LDP 

particularly policies PLA4 Climate Change and Peak Oil, SP8 Renewable Energy, ENV18 Renewable 

Energy Developments, Policy ENV1 Development in the Countryside, Policy SP5(5) Historic 

Landscapes, Parks, and Gardens, and Policy SP2 Design and Sustainable Place Making, that whilst 

generally advocating development proposals that meet national renewable energy and efficiency 

targets, highlights schemes must demonstrate there will be no significant adverse impacts on the 

environment, local visual and residential amenities and local communities. 

SPG 20: Renewables in the Landscape’ which considers the impact of different scales of wind and 

solar developments in the landscape of the County Borough is also of relevance in this case. 

Landscape and Visual Impact 

The focus of this response aims to consider and highlight the main issues with the scheme in 

particular reference to Chapter 8 of the Environmental Statement in regard to visual and landscape 

impacts with it being acknowledged that other specialist consultees would have been requested to 

initially comment on the pre-application request with regard to their particular areas of specialist 

advice i.e Natural Resources Wales and Cadw for example.    

One of the identified key impacts, if not the key effect of the scheme is the likely impact on local 

landscape character and visual impact and the visibility impact at shorter and longer distances with 

the scheme.  

As you are aware a consultant working on behalf of both NPTCBC and Bridgend CBC has been 

involved and previously commented on the scheme at the scoping stage and has now commented on 

and reviewed the Environmental Statement. These comments and thoughts on the ES are generally 

highlighted below, and it is also understand the full review has now been forwarded to yourself by 

NPTCBC.   

This is a major development in terms of scale, with the proposed 206m to 250m height of the 

turbines being far greater than anything consented or operational in Wales. This results in concerns 

that the scale of the turbines proposed has the potential to be out of scale with the land form on 

which they sit; also being exacerbated by the proximity of densely populated valleys, the coast and 

other sensitive receptors.  

The initial scoping report review undertaken for this development highlighted several key landscape 

and visual impact assessment issues. The SLVIA (Seascape, Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment) 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 333  
   

 

now presented contains a large volume of data that has been collected and it is considered generally 

sufficient. However, there are some points of omission, notably the impacts of such a large scale 

proposal on: 

Groups of visual receptors 

Individual receptors such as dwellings and long distances walking routes 

How the landscape is currently experienced.  

It is therefore considered there is insufficient evaluation information provided in the SLVIA, in an 

appropriate form, for the effects of the proposed scheme to be fully understood and assessed in 

relation to the overarching policy. There is a large volume of information provided but there is no 

narrative describing how receptors experience the landscape and how the proposed change would 

alter perception. 

For example, only 17 of the 120 dwellings likely to experience significant changes in view have been 

physically visited. This is an omission, all of these receptors should have been visited individually. The 

routes of the long distance paths have also not been sufficiently analysed in terms of how the 

proposed development would change the experience of a path user.  

The original scoping consultation report suggested a study area out to 45km.  And an inner study 

area of 15km, supported by mapping information at a more detailed scale, is necessary. It is noted 

that in the figures file there is insufficient detail provided on the 15km study area figures. Additional 

figures are required for the 15km study area. For example, Figure 8.39: LANDMAP Aspect Areas 

Identified with Potential for Significant Effects: Visual and Sensory Evaluation, is only included at 

45km and it is very hard to read the detail within the 15km area when viewed at A3. 

The amount of forestry needing to be felled is recorded in the ES. The total felling required for 

constructing the proposed development is set out as being 119.24ha.  However, being told that it is 

equivalent to only 4.7% of the study area does not describe the effect sufficiently, and analysis in 

relation to a long-distance walker experience and the resultant patterns as observed from public 

rights of way including long distance named paths, for example is essential for the full evaluation of 

effects to be at a standard required for an ES for such a large-scale development.  

There is no mention in the landscape and visual impact assessment of the changing patterns that the 

forestry felling would create, there is only raw data presentation of the area of forestry to be 

removed. The experience of the landscape through the loss of this forestry in terms of the patterns 

created is a direct effect as well as an effect on character and needs to be fully evaluated. 

The summing up of effects in terms of how the landscape is experienced is absent. 

The development is split over two clusters, the larger of which is to the south and outside of the Pre-

Assessed Area on land rising to 342 m AOD. In this regard, starting from such a large-scale proposed 

turbine development, the reduction in height from 250m with some of the turbines to 206m is not 

considered as minimising affects in this particular landscape.  

The consideration of turbines only at a range of over 200m height may not be realistic and there is no 

consideration of alternatives that covers considerably lower turbines.  It is considered this exploration 

needs to form part of the environmental assessment. Section 4.5 of Chapter 4: Site Selection and 
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Design Evolution talks about the evolution of turbine sizes based on technology but makes no 

assessment of scale of turbine in relation to landscape scale and form.  

Therefore, the consideration of alternatives is flawed, and more information in relation to the 

exploration of other forms of turbine configurations numbers and heights is missing from the report 

alongside analysis that goes with that. Therefore, the report does not read as being landscape led but 

led by technology. The output from each of the 18 turbines is assessed as being 6.6 megawatts. 

However, shorter turbines, whilst having less output, could be more readily accommodated in this 

landscape and a higher number of much smaller turbines may be more easily accommodated in this 

landscape and visual terms. This is an omission that potentially needs to be expanded upon in the full 

submission.  

The proposed development is larger proportionately than the scale of the landscape, and one turbine 

T6 in the north-east of the southern cluster, particularly adds to the magnitude of 

effects on residential receptors and should be considered for removal from the proposals.  

The reason behind this is that: 

This is one of the turbines that is likely to be most visible from the views afforded by the large 

population in Maesteg and closest to the north-eastern plateau edge.  There is a front row of five 

turbines with T6 in front of these when viewed from Maesteg, and the view would be more 

harmonious without this turbine.  

This turbine sits on higher ground than T7 and T8 and the flow of turbines across landform would be 

smoother in the absence of this turbine. 

The scale and form of the proposals are such that local residents and communities are likely to 

undergo significant visual effects with dominant or prominent turbines, and in some cases, residents 

may suffer unacceptable effect on residential visual amenity. There are some concerns raised about 

the quality of data and impact of the turbines on the settlements within Bridgend notably Caerau, 

Llangynwyd and Maesteg towards the east of the site, particularly in relation to the experience of 

being in and around and living in these settlements including cumulative effects and the effects of 

two clusters on these areas with the impacts not clearly articulated in the SLVIA (although it is noted 

Chapter 8 of the ES specifically highlights and concludes there will be significant individual effects and 

cumulative effects on numerous Landscape Character Areas including Llangynwyd Rolling Uplands 

and Forestry (42), and Maesteg(57)).   

There is a considerable amount of wind farm development in the landscape around the site, and 

particularly within 15km. The cumulative effects in combination with existing and consented 

windfarms, especially those nearby, including Foel Trawsnant, Llynfi Afan, Mynydd Brombiol and 

Penny Cymoedd, has been included in the ES. The assessment methodology and conclusions drawn 

out of this assessment have also been reviewed.  

With regard to cumulative impact assessment, the developments that are most important to be fully 

considered are those with existing or consented turbines at closer distances and juxtapositions, where 

there is a large sweep of turbines visible, and where receptors, especially residential, have 

developments on two or more sides.  The additional viewpoints recommended by the original scoping 

report (2021) were selected to better reflect the potential for cumulative impacts and have been 

included in the ES. 
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The format however of the reporting of the cumulative assessment and quality of data analysis does 

not enable a reader to fully understand how the addition of the proposed development would alter 

the perception of the landscape or views from visual receptors sufficiently well. There is an over 

reliance on the analysis of individual viewpoints and of the assessor drawing conclusions on the basis 

of 37 individual points in the landscape rather than looking at groups of receptors and routes more 

thoroughly. There is generally a limited assessment of impacts on users of outdoor recreation space.  

In summary, it is considered that there are a few parts of the ES that require attention on terms of 

outputs, notably:  

The construction stage effects appear to be underplayed, with it being anticipated significant effects 

from a development of this form and scale and extent.  The detail of the 15 km study area needs to 

be more carefully considered in the SLVIA, in particular figures need to be included but cover this 

study area in addition to the figures included for the 45km study area. 

There is a large volume of information provided but there is no narrative describing how receptors 

experience the landscape and how the proposed change would alter perception. 

A more thorough assessment needs to be undertaken of the changing experience for a walker using 

the long distance paths in both directions around the site, including cumulative changes, with 

descriptions of how the view would change along the routes, including cumulative changes.  

All of the 120 residential receptors likely to be afforded significant effects should be visited to make 

the assessment more robust. 

Whilst the turbine numbers have been reduced, consideration should be given to the removal of 

turbine 6 from the scheme and an alternative smaller turbine being used throughout the scheme. 

Ongoing Noise Discussion (chapter 12 of the ES). 

It is understood meetings remain ongoing with the noise consultants on the scheme (both those 

acting on the developers behalf and the Local Planning Authorities) and whilst it is generally 

considered that  appropriate cumulative noise limits can potentially be met,  a more robust and ideally 

simplified analysis of the cumulative impacts needs to be done so that the cumulative levels, 

cumulative limits and the resulting  levels from the proposed application wind farm alone are clearly 

set out.   

Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity, Health and Public Safety, Hydrology and soici-economic impact 

The ES concludes and highlights that there will be varying impacts and effects on the above 

considerations that will need to be further considered by specialist consultees accordingly – although 

it is noted there is a level of positive local socio-economic impact a s a result of such a scheme.   

Highways. 

It is noted the proposed construction/abnormal route access is now through the Borough of Neath 

and Port Talbot.  And whilst there is likely to be significant impacts in respect of the access route this 

is more a matter that is likely to be raised within the observations of Neath Port Talbot County 

Borough Council Local Planning Authority.  
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Bridgend County Borough Councils Highway Authority have initially however, provided the following 

observations: 

It is noted that the intention is now to not route the abnormal loads through Maesteg. Instead, the 

proposal is to construct a bespoke access from junction 40 of the M4. 

However, the volume of ‘normal’ construction traffic projected to use the site – over a 24 month 

period – is significant. This traffic will likely increase the rate of deterioration along the A4063 / B4282 

and result in the need for more urgent intervention works to repair localised defects and bring 

forward the need to undertake larger resurfacing works. As such, a request should be made asking 

for a detailed route survey (pre-construction), a monitoring regime, routine maintenance regime and 

commuted sum, as part of an extraordinary traffic agreement. Particular concerns are raised over the 

raised crossing points on A4063 Commercial Street and the general condition of the street. The 

assessment of the A4063 and B4282, contained in the ‘Traffic and Transport assessment’ appears 

very simplistic. 

Conclusion 

The proposal has the potential to have significant visual and landscape impacts on the County 

Borough of Bridgend, and an initial response to the ES in particular reference to this regard has been 

provided through consultation with our appointed, specialist consultant, that hopefully will be duly 

considered.    

I trust the above observations and comments are of assistance at this stage. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Lee Evans 

Senior Planning Officer  

Bridgend CBC 
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13.8. Appendix B.6 – Response from the Coal Authority 
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13.9. Appendix B.7 - Response from The Natural Resources Body for Wales 
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13.10. Appendix B.8 - Response from The Health and Safety Executive 
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13.11. Appendix B.9 – Response from Mid and West Wales Fire and 

Rescue 
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13.12. Appendix B.12 - Response from Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water 
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14. Appendix C– Responses from additional 

stakeholders  

14.1. Appendix C.1 – A copy of the full response received from Wildfox Afan 

Valley 
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15. Appendix D – Early Engagement and Phase 1 

Consultation  

15.1.  Appendix D.1 – Letter issued to key stakeholders to introduce the 

project – July 2020 

Address 1  
Address 2  
Address 3  
Address4  
Postcode  
  

July 23, 2020  
  
REF: Introduction and update on Y Bryn onshore windfarm  
  
Dear XXX  
  
I write in relation to the Y Bryn onshore windfarm, proposed on land west of Maesteg, to introduce 
myself, explain a little of the background, provide a short update on the Project and see if you would 
be available to meet with my colleagues and I in the near future to discuss in further detail.  
  
Project background  
You may be aware of the Project, which was the subject of a tender issued by Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) in 2018 as part of its drive to align with the principles of the Well-being of Future Generations 
Act, contribute to tackling the climate emergency and meet targets for renewable energy generation 
set by Welsh Government.  
  
The proposed wind farm site is split into two blocks which fall largely within Neath Port Talbot County 
Borough, but do stretch, in parts, into Bridgend County Borough. The ‘Bryn block’ is located to the 
south of the B4282, with the ‘Penhydd block’ located to the north of the road. The settlement of Bryn 
and Maesteg lie to the north and north east of the wind farm site respectively. The M4 motorway lies 
to the south of the site.   
  
The design of the proposed wind farm will be refined during the course of the project and we are keen 
to seek involvement from local communities and stakeholders through the pre-application process. 
At this initial stage, the Project is currently envisaged to comprise:  

● up to 26 turbines   
● transformers housed either within or adjacent to turbines  
● onsite access tracks plus underground cable runs alongside  
● a site sub-station building  
● one or more permanent anemometry masts (at the hub height of the turbines)  
● a new access junction into the site via the M4.  

  
This Project will deliver in excess of 50MW of wind energy and therefore constitutes a Development 
of National Significance (DNS) under the Planning (Wales) Act 2015, requiring application to the 
Planning Inspectorate Wales, which will make a recommendation to Welsh Ministers with whom lies 
the final decision on whether or not to grant planning permission.   
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Current position  
Coriolis Energy and ESB were the successful bidders for the NRW tender and since July 2019 the Project 
team has been working closely with NRW to agree required contracts and lease agreements.   
  
We are now in a position to begin moving forward with elements of the Project, including 
commencement of certain surveys and preparing for pre-application consultation process in line with 
the requirements of the DNS process.  
  
As a first step, we are shortly going to be submitting a planning application to Neath Port Talbot County 
Borough Council for the erection of a met mast on the site, which will help to give us further data 
including on wind speeds for the area.  
  
Project aspirations  
We fully appreciate the importance of this Project at a national, regional, and local level, and Coriolis 
Energy and ESB are committed to best practice in our approach to working closely with stakeholders, 
technical consultees and the local communities as we progress through the pre-application process.   
  
Apart from the obvious carbon reduction and energy sustainability benefits to Wales, there is a 
significant opportunity to deliver other, more local benefits as a result of this Project. These include 
considerable anticipated investment across this region of South Wales through supply chain 
opportunities and job creation, as well as the desire for community and public sector ownership for 
part of the Project. We are keen to begin discussing these points at an early stage and would welcome 
your thoughts in this respect as we plan our programme.  
  
We appreciate that you no doubt have a busy schedule currently as a result of dealing with the 
Covid-19 situation, however we would be keen to meet with you (via web call if possible?) as soon 
as your diary allows to introduce ourselves properly, give an update on the Project and some further 
information about our expected timescales and programme for consultation, as well as further 
discuss the above noted points.   
  
Thirty4/7 Communications has been appointed to assist us with our community engagement and 
consultation activity, and Will Morgan (will.morgan@thirty47.co.uk / 07717 492911) will be able to 
assist with organising a suitable date and time to meet at your convenience. If you had any queries or 
questions in the meantime, do please feel free to get in touch with Will (or with me directly) using the 
above/below contact details.  
  
Thank you in advance for your time, I look forward to speaking with you soon.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
  

  
  
Trevor Hunter  
Y Bryn Project Manager, Coriolis Energy  
Trevor.Hunter@coriolis-energy.com     

mailto:will.morgan@thirty47.co.uk
mailto:Trevor.Hunter@coriolis-energy.com


Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 374  
   

 

15.2. Appendix D.2 – Stakeholder meeting presentation – August 2020 
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15.3. Appendix D.3 – Phase 1 consultation press release 
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15.4. Appendix D.4 – Phase 1 consultation introductory newsletter 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 387  
   

 

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 388  
   

 

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 389  
   

 

 

 

 



Y Bryn Wind Farm PAC Report  December 2023 

 

 

 390  
   

 

15.5. Appendix D.5 – Phase 1 consultation exhibition boards 
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15.6. Appendix D.6 – Phase 1 consultation feedback form 
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