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Trevor Hunter 
Project Manager 
Coriolis Energy 
 
 
From: "Thomas, Rhodri  
To: "info@ybryn-windfarm.cymru" <info@ybryn-windfarm.cymru>  
Date: 29/06/2023 15:41 BST  
Subject: FW: Pre Planning - Y Bryn onshore wind farm, northeast of Port Talbot  
   

Afternoon Bryn Windfarm Planning, 

On behalf of Welsh Government, 

Pre Planning - Y Bryn onshore wind farm, northeast of Port Talbot 

Installation of up to 18 wind turbines with maximum heights ranging between up to 206m, up to 230m, and up 
to 250m to blade tip, each with foundations, external transformer housings, crane hardstanding’s and erection 
area; together with ancillary infrastructure and construction enabling works including substation, control 
building and compound; energy storage facility; two permanent wind monitoring locations; upgraded and new 
access tracks and highway junctions; underground cable runs; site signage; borrow pits; temporary 
construction and storage compounds and laydown areas.” 

We refer to your consultation of 1ˢᵗ June 2023 regarding the above pre-planning application. The Welsh 
Government as highway authority for the M4 motorway requires additional details to support this application 
as follows; 

1. The General Arrangement of the intended junction improvements in accordance with the Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB)(in particular CD 109 and CD 123), on a suitably scaled drawing, 
with significant dimensions clearly identified (widths, corner radii, longitudinal gradients etc.). This 
will allow  Welsh Government to review the junctions compliance with the design standards, with any 
departures from the DMRB clearly identified at this stage. Please note due to the topography of the 
surrounding land, we require the full footprint of the works, including any embankments or retaining 
structures etc. as required. 

2. Signage strategy – this is outstanding and information should take account of the potential for sign 
clutter, as well as reduced effectiveness of the existing signs in proximity to Junction 38, particularly 
the ADS sign. 

3. The enforcement strategy – this is required to confirm how the junction will be controlled for use by 
windfarm component transportation only. 

4. A Road Safety Audit Stage 1, in accordance with the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges GG 119. A 
stage 1 RSA will be critical for determining the feasibility and giving opportunity to close out any 
significant issues feeding into detailed design. The applicant shall agree the required measures with 
the Welsh Government as Welsh trunk road highway authority or other relevant highway authority 
(as appropriate) prior to the commencement of works on site. 

Regards 

Rhodri 

Rhodri Thomas BSc. (Hons) GMICE 

Senior Engineer 

mailto:info@ybryn-windfarm.cymru
mailto:info@ybryn-windfarm.cymru
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13.3. Appendix B.3 - Response from Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council (Highways) 

 

NEATH PORT TALBOT COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)  

(Wales) Order 2015 (as amended) 

HEAD OF ENGINEERING & TRANSPORT 

OBSERVATIONS 

PAC APPLICATION NO: N/4/23/0007/00 

APPLICANT: TREVOR HUNTER - CORIOLIS ENERGY  

LOCATION: Y BRYN WIND FARM, NORTHEAST OF PORT TALBOT  

PROPOSAL: INSTALLATION OF UP TO 18 WIND TURBINES WITH MAXIMUM HEIGHTS 

RANGING BETWEEN UP TO 206M, UP TO 230M, & UP TO 250M TO BLADE TIP, EACH WITH 

FOUNDATIONS, EXTERNAL TRANSFORMER HOUSINGS, CRANE HARDSTANDINGS & 

ERECTION AREA; TOGETHER WITH ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE & CONSTRUCTION 

ENABLING WORKS INCLUDING SUBSTATION, CONTROL BUILDING & COMPOUND; 

ENERGY STORAGE FACILITY; TWO PERMANENT WIND MONITORING LOCATIONS; 

UPGRADED & NEW ACCESS TRACKS & HIGHWAY JUNCTIONS; UNDERGROUND CABLE 

RUNS; SITE SIGNAGE; BORROW PITS; TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION & STORAGE 

COMPOUNDS & LAYDOWN AREAS. 

The Highway/Drainage Authority, in responding to the above application, provides the following 

substantive response:  

No comment ☐ 

No objection  (subject to any specified conditions below) ☐ 

Concerns have been identified (see below for how those concerns can be addressed by 

the applicant 
☒ 

Objection – on the grounds set out below ☐ 

SAB (SAB approval is required) ☒ 

MY OBSERVATIONS ON THIS PAC ARE AS FOLLOWS:- 
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We have no highway or drainage objection subject to the following observations. 

HIGHWAYS/TRANSPORT (ES Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport) 

Whilst Chapter 11 deals with Traffic flow and Transport within the ES there is no Transport Statement 

provided in accordance with TAN 18. 

Item 11.4.12, 11.413 & 11.4.14– agree with the possible mitigation methods proposed. However 

further details is requiredshowing how the mitigation measures are implemeneted. 

Item 11.4.22 quotes “In the absence of Department for Transport (DFT) data at Goytre Road, 

NPTCBC results of a speed survey undertaken in 2016, this has been considered in the assessment” 

Using this data may not provide an accurate basline of traffic flows due to the data being nearly 7 

years old. Eventhough there maybe evidence of a number of traffic vehicles the survey is used for 

speed survey data collection not traffic trips – can we suggest a real-time traffic survery be 

undertaken within a neutral month? 

Item 11.5.8 it is noted that no vehicles are propsoed to exit the site via the proposed M4 diverge – 

we support this proposal. 

Item “Baseline Traffic Data” refers to 2016 NPTCBC speed survey data, and DfT data from 2019. 

Whilst this excersise would have been useful to gine an in principle idea of flows, I would like to see 

baseline based figures in real time post pandemic. This will prvide a more accurate assessment. 

It is unclear how many vehicle (HGV’s and LGV’s) will be used at either jucntion of access point 2 

(B4282) and point 3 Goytre Road. The data show a general combination of deliveries but not specific 

to each jucntion. 

Predicted data of vehicle movements are noted, however as previoulsy stated I think fresh and 

current data would be required for the baseline figures. 

Item 11.6.23 percentage assesment increase show >5% average during the course of construction. 

Whilst this is only a temporary activity estimated over 24 months, In terms of delay can it be 

quantified how long tarffic is likley to be delayed on adopted highways leading to and from the site – 

timings of deliveries may assit you with mitigation. 

 Table 11.17 - Within Goytre Road it flags up sensitivity risk “Driver Delay”, Pedestrian Fear & 

intimidation and Safety to be HIGH.  Whilst the Construction Phase Effects (Item 11.7.5) highlights 

High Risk to be “ Not Significant” We have concerns that this will result in a serious or significant 

impact upon highway and pedestrian safety. We need to safeguard the community of Goytre. 

Access from goytre to site (if agreed) should be tarmaced for the first 10 metres length and full 

width, to allow a bound surface and prevent overspill of loose material on to the public highway. 

Referrences were made within the ES to Volume 3:Appendices - The HGV Traffic Management Plan 

was accessible and refers to further details awaiting the appointment of principle contractor therefore 

not much to respond on in terms of detailed information at this point. 

The AIL TMP refers to mitigation proposals to ensure safe delivery of AIL, however no details of site 

setup, parking, operational vehicles, whether or not additional support is required for widening of 

access tracks off the trunk road, together with security of access road and prop[osed preventative 
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measeures required to not allow other vehicles to enter off the slip road or park once development is 

completed. SWTRA to comment on deliveries/delays and structures of ministerial roads. 

No details of the proposed access slip road and associated highway  tie-in to exiting private land (cut 

and fill), lighting and additional street furniture/signage etc has been submitted for assessment. This 

information may very well be available within the four documents listed within item 11 above. 

However it was not accessible to me when undertaking the assessment.  

A suggestion to undertake a survey of all relevant estate roads (Goytre Rd) will be required pre 

commencement of construction traffic and post construction traffic where any damage occurred 

resulting in these additional delivery movements shall rectified and made good by the applicant. It is 

also important to engage with residents before construction deliveries occur and specify timings 

agreed as part of the Traffic Manegment Plan, with the intention to review periodically when 

necessary and further mitigation required if needed. 

Any gates required on private land fronting onto the highway shall be of a type which open inwards 

only, can be seen through and maintained as such thereafter. 

Additional works required on the existing publicly maintained highway will require an adoption 

agreement. 

No development shall take place to construct any infrastructure or buildings until a Construction 

Method Statement has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The statement shall provide for: 

• the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors 

• loading and unloading of plant and materials 

• storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development 

• the erection and maintenance of security hoarding including decorative displays and facilities 

for public viewing, where appropriate 

• wheel washing facilities 

• measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction 

• a scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from demolition and construction works 

• scheme for the erection of temporary/semi temporary signage warning drivers of the 

presence of children and speed restrictions. 

The Construction Method Statement shall be signed by a competent person(s). 

The approved Statement shall be adhered to throughout the construction period. 

Detailed signage shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA, the approved sign shall 

erected at the entrance of the access road on private land not publically maintained highway stating 

the following in English and Welsh ‘PRIVATE ROAD with no intention to dedicate under S37 of the 

Highways Act 1980’ the signange as approved shall be constructed on site prior to the occupation of 

the first dwelling.  

No Road Safety Audit required for access road off the M4 (Abnormal Indivisible Loads) because the 

access road is purely for operational traffic not public use. 

HIGHWAY NOTE TO APPLICANT 
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In order to ensure the road works you are required to undertake are carried out to the satisfaction of 

the Local Planning Authority and subsequently adopted if you so wish you are advised prior to 

commencing any work on these works to contact the Head of Engineering and Transport Services at 

The Quays, Brunel Way, Baglan Energy Park, Neath, SA11 2GG (FAO Mr Justin Griffiths, telephone 

number (01639) 686397 or e-mail j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk) to agree the specification, enter 

an adoption agreement and arrange onsite inspection of your works. 

Any agreement to adopt the roads relating to this development should be entered into with the 

Council prior to the commencement of development.  Such an agreement will be under Section 38 of 

the Highways Act 1980 relating to the specification, timescale and subsequent adoption of the roads 

and a Bond to ensure that the Authority can complete the works if the Developer defaults on the 

roadworks. 

Prior to commencing any works on site the applicant will be required to enter into an agreement with 

the Authority under Section 278 of the Highway Act 1980 to carry out the works upon the existing 

public highway.  You are advised prior to commencing any work on these works to contact the Head 

of Engineering and Transport Services at The Quays, Brunel Way, Baglan Energy Park, Neath, SA11 

2GG (FAO Mr Justin Griffiths, telephone number (01639) 686397 or e-mail 

j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk) to agree the specification, enter the agreement and arrange on site 

inspection of your works. 

Developers’ attention is drawn to the provisions of Section 278 of the Highways Act, 1980 in cases 

where a development would require access or other works to be carried out within the existing 

highway. Where highway works to benefit a development require land adjacent to an existing 

highway to be constructed upon together with works on the existing public maintained highway, a 

hybrid S38/278 shall be used. Works that are to be undertaken within the existing public maintained 

highway only will require a S278 agreement. No Work shall be undertaken on the existing public 

maintained highway until the appropriate legal agreement has been entered into. 

Any works undertaken on the public highway without the appropriate legal agreement with the 

Highway Authority, the Highway Authority has the right to request the developer to remove and/or 

reinstate that part of the highway back to its original condition to the satisfaction of the Highway 

Authority. 

A plan detailing the differences between the existing and proposed highway shall be submitted to 

form part of the legal agreement, this should be made up of two colours, green for the proposed area 

to be adopted and brown for the existing highway. 

Developers are reminded that consent under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990/91, conveys 

no approval for works to be undertaken affecting any part of the public highway, including verges and 

footways.  The Developer must:- 

Obtain the approval of Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council as Highway Authority for the details 

of any works to be undertaken in the Public Highway. 

(ii) Indemnify the Authority against all claims arising from such works, including claims under the 

Land Compensation Act. 

(iii) Give not less than 1 calendar months’ notice in writing of the date of commencement of the 

works. 

mailto:j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk
mailto:j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk
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As part of this process you are advised that any principle contractors and/or subcontractors that are 

on the Local Authority’s framework approved list are permitted to undertake the works on the public 

highway, a list of these contractors are available from the Highway Authority’s Highway Development 

Control Section on request. 

DRAINAGE 

Details of any surface water drainage mitiagtion/alterations resulting in the access of the new 

purpose built diverge slip road off the M4 for AIL deliveries. How this ties-in to the existing drainage 

network and posisbility of implenmenting SuDS components where practicable. 

Should any springs or ground water seepage be encountered the on site works in that area shall 

cease until a scheme for collection and disposal of the water has been submitted to and approved in 

writing by the Local Planning Authority. No ground water shall ever be dischareged into the proposed 

drainage scheme. 

There must be no interference, alteration or diversion of any ditch, watercourse, stream or culvert 

crossing or bordering the site, without prior consultation and agreement with the Authority. 

Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority, foul water and surface water 

discharges shall be drained separately from the site.  

No surface water or Land drainage run-off shall be allowed to connect, either directly or indirectly, to 

the public sewerage system unless otherwise approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Adequate provision shall be made for the drainage of the site, to ensure that the drainage of any 

adjoining land is not interrupted or otherwise adversely effected by the development during the 

lifetime of construction.  

Prior to any works commencing on site SAB approval will be required. To commence work is a breach 

of SAB approval required under Paragraph 7 (1) Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act 

2010 whereby legal action will be taken by the Authority under The Sustainable Drainage 

(Enforcement) (Wales) Order 2018. Guidance and applications can be found on 

https://www.npt.gov.uk/sab 

DRAINAGE NOTE TO APPLICANT 

Please note that from 7th January 2019, all new developments of more than 1 house, or where a 

construction area is of 100m2 or more, plus if the SAB authority believe that any redevelopment of 

land has significant surface water drainage implications. This will require sustainable drainage - built 

in accordance with mandatory standards for sustainable drainage published by Welsh Ministers - to 

manage on-site surface water. More information is available in Schedule 3 of the Flood & 
Water Management Act 2010.  

These systems must be approved by the Council’s Highway Development Control service acting in its 

SuDS Approving Body (SAB) role before construction work begins.  In this respect it is essential that a 

developer of any such project gain SAB approval of its surface water drainage alongside any relevant 

planning permission. You will not be allowed to start construction until both permissions have been 

approved. 

https://www.npt.gov.uk/sab
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/schedule/3
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/schedule/3
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If you have not done so already, and your development would not fall into any of the relevant 

exceptions, you are therefore strongly encouraged to request further advice from the SAB.  Involving 

the SAB Officers in pre-application discussions will allow for SuDS drainage matters (to ensure 

suitability of proposed SuDs design in line with national standards and adequate site layout) to be 

considered alongside the assessment of planning merits. There is an additional charge of £250 for 

this service. This can be as part of any agreed further pre-application submissions with the Planning 

Authority (recommended) or independently/ direct with the SAB.  You are advised, however, that 

failing to engage in joint pre-application discussions has the potential to lead to delays and, most 

notably, the potential need to obtain further planning permission should any agreed SuDS design not 

be compliant with any relevant planning permission. Further details are available at 

www.npt.gov.uk/sab . 

Prior to commencement of any works within a watercourse, hereby approved permanent and 

temporary under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 must be obtained from the 

Authority.  You are therefore advised to contact the Development Management Engineer, Mr Justin 

Griffiths at The Quays, Brunel Way, Baglan Energy Park, Neath, SA11 2GG (Tel.No.01639 686397 e-

mail j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk .  Please note such consents can take up to 8 weeks to be 

processed after registration and early application is advised. 

Notwithstanding the necessary consent required under section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991. The 

applicant must note that any culverts/ditches/open watercourses that conveys water through their 

land are to remain free from obstruction at all times. All tributary watercourses (culverted or not) 

located within the applicants land would be riparian responsibilities whereby the responsibility to 

sustain the flow of watercourse would remain with the land owner and subsequently passed on to the 

respective landowners thereafter should the land be sold. For further information on riparian 

responsibilities please contact Mr Justin W. Griffiths SAB & Highway Development Control Manager 

(Tel: 01639 686397 or email j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk), alternatively you could access the 

riparian booklet online using the following web-link https://www.npt.gov.uk/2867  

NOTES TO APPLICANT 

Development proposals must seek to maximise walking and cycling accessibility by prioritising the 

provision of appropriate on-site infrastructure and where necessary off-site infrastructure. Walking 

and cycling infrastructure and services should be prioritised and put in place from the outset, before 

people have moved in and travel patterns have been established,  as per Planning Policy Wales, 

Edition 11 and Future Wales – the National Plan 2040. All new walking and cycling infrastructure 

should be built to standards set out in Welsh Government’s Active Travel Guidance and off-site 

infrastructure should link to (where possible) routes on Neath Port Talbot Council’s Active Travel 

Network Map. This shows where walking and cycling routes already exist (Existing Routes) and where 

upgrades or brand new routes are anticipated for the next 15 years (Future Routes) in built up areas. 

Further information on the Active Travel Guidance and Neath Port Talbot’s Active Travel Network Map 

can be found here:   www.npt.gov.uk/activetravel.  

These above observations are provide without prejudice and are based upon the information 

submitted at the preliminary stage. However, should further amendments or any additional 

information be submitted thereafter, our observations may change to reflect these amendments 

and/or additional details. 

 

http://www.npt.gov.uk/sab
mailto:j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk
mailto:j.griffiths4@npt.gov.uk
https://www.npt.gov.uk/2867
http://www.npt.gov.uk/activetravel
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SIGNED: …………………….……  DATE:  0/0/2023    

pp HEAD OF ENGINEERING & TRANSPORT 

PAC Ref: N423000700 – Y BRYN WIND FARM 
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13.4. Appendix B.4 - Response from Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council (Planning) PAC Response 
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13.5. Appendix B.4 - Response from Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council (Planning) LVA Summary review conclusions and policy review 
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