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1. Introduction and Executive Summary  
  
  

1.1 This Statement has been prepared by Cadence PR on behalf of Regener8 
Power to accompany the planning application for a new 9MW solar farm on 
Land off Rhigos Road, Rhigos.   
 

1.2 The purpose of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is to provide 
details of the engagement and consultation process; to summarise activities 
undertaken to consult with local residents, neighbours and community 
representatives; to present analysis of the feedback received, and to describe 
the applicant’s response to those comments.   
 

1.3 The consultation has been informed by the Localism Act (2011), advice from 
local stakeholders, and our own consultation experience.   
 

1.4 We have engaged with ward Councillors, written to near neighbours in English 
and in Welsh (1,287 letters, see Appendix 8.1); published a detailed website 
in English (see Appendix 8.2) and Welsh (see Appendix 8.3); received 
feedback both verbally and through the use of a feedback form (see Appendix 
8.4); held an exhibition on 11th July 2022 at Rhigos Community Centre, and, 
on the same day, given a presentation to Rhigos Community Council (see 
Appendix 8.5).    
 

1.5 This site is a former open cast mine, representing the lowest possible quality 
of agricultural land. This proposed scheme aims to greatly improve 
biodiversity on the site and generate clean energy to meet local and national 
climate change commitments and make a contribution towards addressing the 
ongoing energy crisis.  
 

1.6 Feedback has been mixed: near neighbours would of course prefer this site 
not to progress and have concerns about their residential amenity. Councillors 
appeared broadly supportive, although did not submit formal responses. 
There have been a number of interactions with supportive people locally who 
want to see renewable energy come forward and for the land to be used for 
something positive. The two most common themes received in feedback were 
that it was important to residents that there is a community benefit to ensure 
that the village of Rhigos benefits from the scheme, and that, if possible, local 
employment opportunities would be welcomed.  
 

1.7 The team have tried to be as considerate and responsive as possible to 
neighbours and the wider community.  
 

1.8 Our approach has been to engage early with both Councillors and the local 
community, listen and try to respond positively to feedback, seeking 
to address, as far as possible, concerns raised.   
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1.9 In response to feedback and in consideration of existing neighbours, 
measures have included additional screening in the form of hedgerow 
planting to mitigate visual impact was offered.  An offer was made to the 
Rhigos Community Council to establish a Community Benefit Scheme should 
the project receive planning consent.   
 

1.10 Regener8 Power remains committed to continuing to engage with the 
community through the planning process and onto construction, should 
permission be granted.    
 

1.11 A declaration that this consultation has been carried out according to the 
Regulations has been included as an appendix to this document. Please see 
Appendix 8.16.  
 

1.12 A further declaration has been made that the site notices were erected and 
displayed in accordance with regulations. Please see Appendix 8.17 

  
  



4 
 

 

2. Regulations and Policy Context  
 
2.1 The Government and Local Planning Authority encourages applicants to 

engage with the local community prior to submitting a planning 
application. Details of this are included in:   
 
1. The Localism Act (2011), and    
2. The Welsh Government’s Pre-application Community Consultation: Best 

Practice Guidance for Developers (2021) 
 

2.2 The applicant has undertaken a formal pre-application consultation 
programme to engage with the community in order to raise awareness of the 
proposals, receive feedback on the plans, and then make alterations to the 
design in response. This report outlines the activities undertaken, the issues 
raised, and how they were addressed for consideration with the planning 
application. This report meets public consultation best practice.   

 
2.3 In Wales, a separate pre-application consultation is required before the 

planning application is submitted.   Regener8 Power will post the planning 
application online and notify the public who will have 28 days to respond.  
Following, a pre-application consultation report will be drafted covering 
responses and any resulting changes.   

 

 

3. Stakeholders   
  

3.1 Ahead of carrying out the consultation programme, a stakeholder audit was 
carried out identifying the following as key interested parties: 
 

1. The Rhondda Cynon Taf Councillor for Rhigos (pre-election 2022), and the 
Councillors for Hirwaun, Penderyn, and Rhigos (post-election 2022); 

2. Rhigos Community Council, and 
3. Local residents and businesses  
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Summary of the Stakeholder Engagement Carried Out  
  

4.1 In summary, the initial engagement and consultation programme consisted of 
the following:   
 

W/C 27th 
June 2022 

Engagement with local ward councillors and Community 
Council, website published, resident newsletter issued 

11th July 
2022 

Public exhibition at Rhigos Community Centre and 
meeting with Rhigos Community Council at Rhigos 
Community Centre 

13th July 
2022 

Public webinar offered (although no interest indicated) 

31st July 
2023 

Further consultation with additional organisations 

12th 
September 
2023 

Further meeting with the Community Council 

9th October 
2023 

Follow up meeting with Community Council to agree 
community benefit package. 

 
4.2 Prior to formal consultation being carried out, the team engaged with Cllr 

Graham Thomas, the local councillor for Rhigos Ward, although it was 
understood that Cllr Graham would be retiring in May 2022. Greater 
engagement was undertaken with Cllrs Karen Morgan and Adam Rogers, who 
represent the new ward of Hirwaun, Penderyn, and Rhigos from May 2022, 
following a boundary review and local election. The aim 
was to introduce ourselves, inform Councillors of our plans, brief them on the 
proposals, listen to feedback and discuss the consultation. Cllr Graham 
engaged, but noted that the Council was in purdah due to the upcoming 
election. Cllrs Morgan and Rogers attended the public exhibition and 
community council meetings made comments in favour of creating local 
employment through the scheme. A copy of the presentation given to the 
Community Council is available in Appendix 8.5. 
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4.3 The consultation and proposals, including exhibition, webinar, and feedback 

form, were promoted using a residents’ newsletter (see Appendix 8.1), which 
was issued to 1,287 properties in a radius reproduced below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 A full list of properties including within the consultation radius is presented 
below. For reasons of data protection, the second part of the postcodes have 
been removed. Addresses are presented in alphabetical order by road name 
where possible:  
 

• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Brecon Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 69a, 71-

72, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 79a, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, Brecon 
Road, Hirwaun CF44 

• Grosmont, Brecon Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Palsin House, Brecon Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Deri, Brecon Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Eiddew, Brecon Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Llwyfen, Brecon Road, Hirwaun CF44 
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• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 Briar Way, Hirwaun, CF44 

• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Bryngelli Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• Deluxe Slate Ltd, Bryngelli Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• M A K Group, Bryngelli Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• The Flowerpot Men, Bryngelli Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• Unit 1, Bryngelli Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, Bute Place, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, Bute Terrace, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brookside Bungalow, Bute Terrace, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, Cae Bryn Hyfryd, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, Caswell Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 31, 

33, 35, 37, Crawshay Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 3a, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 15a Cross Street, Hirwaun 

CF44 
• Glas-y-Dorlan, Cross Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Jafhica, Cross Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• 3, 4 Cwm-Hwnt, Rhigos CF44 
• Cwm Hwnt Farm, Cwm Hwnt, Rhigos CF44 
• Gernant, Cwm-Hwnt, Rhigos CF44 
• Holly Bush, Cwm-Hwnt, Rhigos CF44 
• Maesycoed, Cwm-Hwnt, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Cwm Isaac, Rhigos CF44 
• Calfaria Cottage, Cwm Isaac, Rhigos CF44 
• Post Office, Cwm Isaac, Rhigos CF44 
• Wyrfa Uchaf, Cwm Isaac, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, Cwrt Bryan Isaf, Rhigos 

CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Cwrt Glanrhyd, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Cwrt 

Twyn Rhyd, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, Cynlas Drive, Hirwaun CF44 
• 19, 20, 21, 23, Davies Row, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 

26, Devonshire Drive, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 Fair View, Hirwaun CF44 

• 5 Fairview Gardens, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Arosfa, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bron-Nant, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brooklands, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brookwood, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Foundry House, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
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• Glenbrook, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hillside, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Preswylfa, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Sherwood, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Terry Evans Fabrications, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Y Bwthyn, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Foundry Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, Garth Grove, 

Hirwaun CF44 
• The Pines, Garth Grove, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 

23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, Ger Y Mynydd, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 7, 8, 14, 16, Halt Close, Rhigos CF44 
• Cashel Lodge, Halt Close, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 16a, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Buckleys Bungalow, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Caer Llywn Bungalow, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Caer Llywn Cottage, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Castell, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Ffermady Nantllechau, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Fifth Avenue House, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Rhombic Farm, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Stable View, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Tai Cwplau, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Tre Banog Isaf, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Trigfan, Halt Road, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 2a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 18, 23, 24, 25, Harris 

Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 1a, 2, 2a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 
38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 
57, 59, 61, 63, 65, 67, Heol Esgyn, Rhigos CF44 

• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, Heol Gwrangfryn, Rhigos 
CF44 

• Cartref Bungalow, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• Maes y Meillion, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• Park View Bungalow, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• Pendarren Bungalow, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• Rosewood, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, Heol Pendarren, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, Heol Uchel, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 24, 28 Heol-y-Bryn, Rhigos 

CF44 
• Brynmar, Heol-y-Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• Cae Siriol, Heol-y-Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• Tan Bryn, Heol-y-Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
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• Ty Dafydd, Heol-y-Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 

24, 26, 28, Heol-y-De 
• 3, 4, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11-12, 12a, 12b, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 

18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Dol Blodau, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Hafan Hedd, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Limberlost, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Mariver, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Min Yr Awl, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Nant Hir Bungalow, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Pendarren House, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Pendarren Farm, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Pinewood, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• Rhigos Primary School, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, Police Houses, Heol-y-Graig, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 1a, 1b, 3, 4, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34-35, 35a-36, 37, 38, 39, 40-41, 53, 

53a, 54, 56, 57, 58a, 58b, 60, 69, 70, 70a, 70b, 70c, 71a, 72, 72a, 73, 
73a, 74, 77, 78, 78a, 79, 80, 81, 81a, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, High 
Street, Hirwaun CF44 

• Bronwydd House, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Cardiff Arms, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Family Kebab House, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hirwaun Community Council, Village Hall, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hirwaun Medical Centre, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hirwaun Rugby Club, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Flats 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

21, Kendon Court, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Maesygarreg, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council, Hirwaun Library, High 

Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rowencroft, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• South Wales Police Station, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• The Vicarage, High Street, Hirwaun CF44 
• Units D, E, F, G, H, J1, J2, J3, K, L, N, P-T, S, T, Y, 1, 2, 2d, 3, 4-5, 6-

7, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15-16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40-42, 43-44, 45, 46-47, 
48, 49, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun CF44 

• Form Fix Solutions, Form Fix Yard, Fifth Avenue, Hirwaun Industrial 
Estate, Hirwaun CF44 

• Dwr Cymru Welsh Water, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hirwaun House, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• Y Graig, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• Tower Business Centre, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun CF44 
• Cartref Bungalow, Hobbs Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
• Cysgod Y Cudyll, Hobbs Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
• Diddosfa Bungalow, Hobbs Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Llewellyn, Hobbs Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
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• 55, 57, 58, 59, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 82, 83, 84, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 
94, 95, 96, 97, 98, Langland Close, Hirwaun CF44 

• 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 
53, 54, 57, Limeslade Close, Hirwaun CF44 

• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Lle Ysgol, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Llys Bute, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, Longmead Park, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, Longmeadow, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Long Meadow Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• Heids, Long Meadow Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, Manchester Place, 

Hirwaun CF44 
• Hirwaun YMCA, Manchester Place, Hirwaun CF44 
• Llanvirn, Manchester Place, Hirwaun CF44 
• Maesyfan, Manchester Place, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 2a, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,  Meadow Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
• St John Ambulance, Meadow Lane, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, Min Afon, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2 Mount Pleasant, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 2a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6a, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, Mount Road, Rhigos 

CF44 
• Ardwyn, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Brickyard Farm, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Cefn Farm, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Delwyn, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, Glanyrafon, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Hendre, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Hendrefawr, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Hendrefawr Farm, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• 2, Hendrefawr House, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Llwynon, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Maesyffynon, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Penywaun, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Penywaun Farm, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• Ty Dewi, Mount Road, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Nant Celyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4 Orchard Grove, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Pendarren Court, Rhigos, CF44 
• Anwylfa, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44  
• Brooklyn House, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryn Maerdy Barn, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryn y Gaer Lodge, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brynyffynon, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Challis House, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Chanrick, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Fairways, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hillcrest, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Marden, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
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• Penycae, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Railway View Cottage, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Redwood, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rose Row Caravan, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Springfield, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Swn Y Gwynt, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• The Try Line, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Brynhyfryd, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Celyn, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Garth, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Glasgoed, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Gwyn, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44  
• Ty Hyfryd, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Mesen, Penderyn Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

Penmark Row, Hirwaun CF44 
• Lle Newydd, Pen-y-Banc, Rhigos CF44 
• Llia Cysglyd, Pen-y-Banc, Rhigos CF44 
• Mynydd Hyfryd, Pen-y-Banc, Rhigos CF44 
• Swn y Gwynt, Pen-y-Banc, Rhigos CF44 
• Swn y Nant, Pen-y-Banc, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 Redhill Close, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 7a, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 12a, 14, 15, 16, 17, Rhigos Road, 

Hirwaun CF44 
• Abba Coaches, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• AM Nawr, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, Beacons View, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Beacons View Bungalow, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brodawel, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brynawel Bungalow, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryncoch, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, Bryngolwg House, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryngolwg Farm, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Brynteg, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Cartref, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Cherry Trees, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Clydfan, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Conifers, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Crud Yr Awl, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Dol Fach, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Golwg Y Mynydd, Bryngolwg Farm, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Greensleeves, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hargreaves Surface Mining Ltd, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hawthorns, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• High Croft, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Holly Bush, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• H P Price Cynon Valley Ltd, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Johns Garage, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
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• Maesglas Farm, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Mountain View, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Old Gate House, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Pencaerau, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Pennant, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Plasnewydd, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rhianfa, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rhigos Road Motors, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• The Fairways, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Treetops, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Ionawr, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Werfa Cottage, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Werfa Farm, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Willow Farm, Rhigos Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, Rhosilli Close, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

Richmond Drive, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 4a, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, Smiths Avenue, 

Rhigos CF44 
• Cysgod-y-Mynydd, Smiths Avenue, Rhigos CF44 
• Hillcrest, Smiths Avenue, Rhigos CF44 
• New Inn, Smiths Avenue, Rhigos CF44 
• 1a, 1b, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, Station Road, Hirwaun 

CF44 
• 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 The Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• Gwynfryn, The Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• Gwrangon Fawr, The Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• Ty Draw Farm, The Bryn, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, 

30, 31, 32, The Haven, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bank View, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Broadlands, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryndwr, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Derryronane, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Fairview, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Glenman, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Greenore, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Hillside, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Lyndhurst, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Min-yr-Awl, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Roseville, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Royaume, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Swn-yr-Awel, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• Three Winds, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9-10, 11, Tower Road, Hirwaun CF44 
• 1, 2, Tram Road, Rhigos CF44 
• 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, Trebanog Terrace, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Tower Colliery, Tirherbert Road, Rhigos CF44 
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• 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
Tudor Avenue, Hirwaun CF44 

• 1, 2, 4 Waun Gron Place, Rhigos CF44 
 
Properties without road names  
 

• Ty Mawr Cottage, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Mawr Farm, Hirwaun CF44 
• Bryn Hir, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Lletty Rhys Bungalow, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Lletty Rhys Farm, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Rose Cottage, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Ty Newydd Country Hotel, Penderyn CF44 
• Trebanog Fach, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Trebanog Fawr, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Trebanog Uchaf Farm, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Tynewydd Farm, Penderyn CF44 
• Tynewydd Lodge, Penderyn CF44 
• Underwood Lodge, Penderyn CF44 
• Ynysfawr, Penderyn, Hirwaun CF44 
• Eftec Ltd, Rhigos CF44 
• Rhigos Rugby Club, Rhigos CF44 
• Rhyd, Rhigos CF44 
• Troed y Bryn Bungalow, Rhigos CF44 

 
 

4.5 A webinar was offered for residents to attend on 13th July, however, there 
were no registrations of interest, and therefore it did not take place.     
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5. Public Consultation Feedback 
 
5.1 As discussed in the previous section, the community was invited to view 

the proposals, ask questions, and leave comments.  People were also able 
to email or call the team throughout the consultation period.   
 

5.2 Feedback was invited both informally through telephone and email, and 
formally through a feedback form made available at the exhibition (see 
Appendix 8.4). In total 11 emails were received offering informal feedback, 
two telephone calls were received, the website was visited 103 times by 88 
unique visitors, two people submitted formal feedback forms at the exhibition, 
and five filled in the webform provided on the website, although many more 
residents felt more comfortable offering informal feedback verbally in person. 
 

5.3 On 11th July, immediately following the closure of the public exhibition, the 
team met with Rhigos Community Council. A Powerpoint presentation was 
given explaining the proposals and a question-and-answer session lasting 
approximately one hour took place (see Appendix 8.5).  
 

5.4 Two follow-up meetings with the Community Council were attended by 
representatives from Enviromena Developments UK Ltd to introduce 
themselves as the construction partner of the project. Discussions were also 
had over the level and structure of the community benefit to be offered as 
part of the scheme which has now been agreed. 
 

5.5 All feedback has been considered and the plans have been amended to 
address the issues raised as far as practically possible. A summary is included 
in the table below.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Issue/Comment Our Response 

Visual impact from Rhigos 
Mountain viewpoint 

Visual impact studies are ongoing including 
consideration of this view point, and we will put 
in place measures to reduce impact as much as 



15 
 

possible. 

Nearest neighbours unhappy 
with proximity to their homes 
and impact on residential 
amenity 

The solar farm will not come straight up to the 
red line boundary, instead a buffer has been 
incorporated.  We are working closely with the 
nearest neighbours to understand their 
concerns. We considered a number of options, 
including setting the panels back, filling in gaps 
in existing screening, and exploring the potential 
for new screening in the form of treelines and 
hedge rows to minimise this impact. 

Noise from solar panels The only part of a solar panel array that makes 
noise are the inverters. We will be making sure 
these are strategically placed away from homes 
to minimise noise and do not expect there to be 
noise in excess of the general background noise 
of cars and daily life.  The potential for wind 
passing over solar modules to make noise will be 
investigated. 

Will the site create jobs for 
local people? 

Solar farm construction requires specialist skills, 
however there may be some potential for local 
employment around landscaping and 
maintenance. 
 

Will the scheme provide a 
community benefit? 

Yes – we are proposing a community benefit 
scheme. Discussions have been had with the 
Community Council over the level of contribution 
that can be offered. This will be followed up with 
further engagement to come to a satisfactory 
arrangement for all parties. 
 
Having examined options for delivering this, and 
taking feedback from local residents, Councillors, 
and the Community Council, we have decided 
that the best mechanism for delivering this 
community benefit scheme is to pay the funds 
directly to Rhigos Community Council for 
distribution. This option must be considered and 
approved by the Community Council. 

Health impacts of living near a 
solar farm 

To date, there is no evidence that living near to 
a solar farm has any measurable impact on 
people’s health.  This position is supported by 
advice of the World Health Organization (WHO). 

Will there be traffic impact on 
the main Rhigos Road? 

Access to the site is off the A4061.  The path 
delivery vehicles will take to the site will be 
described in the planning application, however 
the most likely will be an approach from the east 
off of the A465 or A4059. 
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Will there be any disruption 
related to construction? 

A comprehensive Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP) will be developed and 
submitted to the Council as part of the planning 
application.  
 
This Plan will include a suite of measures to 
ensure that any disruption is minimised.  
 
The construction period is approximately 12 – 16 
weeks, and there will be some disruption, 
particularly near the beginning of this period in 
the form of HGVs arriving on site to deliver 
equipment, and noise from piling as the panel 
frames are erected. However, these will be 
managed to be respectful to the local 
community, for instance through limits on the 
hours of work.  

Where does the electricity go? The electricity generated will be exported to the 
distribution network.   
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6. Specialist Consultation  
 

6.1 Pre-application consultation ran from 22 December 2022 – 20 January 
2023, a period of at least 28 days. Following a request from RCT Council, 
a further period of consultation was undertaken from 31 July 2023 – 29 
August 2023 to allow additional consultees the chance to respond. 
 

6.2 In accordance with the statutory requirements, a site notice in both 
English and Welsh (Appendix 8.6 below) was posted in four locations - see 
detail of locations in Appendix 8.18. The site notices were displayed at 
least 28 days], from 22 December 2022 – 20 January 2023. There was no 
need to replace site notices during this period. 
 

6.3  In addition to the physical site notice, the same site notice was sent to 
the owner of the site, owners of adjacent land, members of the Rhigos 
Community Council and Ward members, the Local Highways Authority, 
and the Coal Authority.  A list of the public officers contacted is below: 
 

Rhigos Community Council 
- Councillor Pat Oliver, Chair 
- Councillor Helen Wagner, Vice Chair 
- Councillor Mairwen Evans 
- Councillor Mike Smith 
- Councillor Carys Hopes 
- Councillor Owain Morgan 
- Councillor Stacey Maull 

 
Rhondda Cynon Taf Ward Councillors 

- Councillor Karen Morgan 
- Councillor Adam Owain Rogers 

 
6.4  In the second round of consultation undertaken from 31 July – 29 August 

2023, a list of the organisations contacted is below: 
 

- Coal Authority 
- South Wales Fire and Rescue 
- Welsh Water 
- Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Public Health, Protection & 

Community Services 
- Cadw 
- Bannau Brycheiniog National Park 
- Neath Port Talbot Council 
- Natural Resources Wales 
- Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Transport Team 
- Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Ecology Team 
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The Coal Authority 
 

6.5 In response to the consultation, the Coal Authority confirmed that the site 
is within the Development High Risk Area as defined by the Coal Authority.  
Our records indicates that the site lies within an area of recorded shallow 
coal mining; coal seams of workable thickness infer to outcrop at or close 
to the surface of the site and surrounding area that may have been 
historically worked at shallow depths; and a recorded on-site mine entry 
(CA shaft ref: 293205-019).  In addition, the site is within the boundary of 
a site from which coal has been removed by surface mining (opencast) 
operations.   
 

6.6 The Coal Authority advised that building over the top of, or in close 
proximity to, mine entries should be avoided wherever possible, even after 
they have been capped.  They advised that the mine shaft be zoned off 
from any development taking place and for this to be identified on all site 
layout plans.  
 

6.7  At present, there is a 5m buffer provided between the mine shaft and any 
development.  We are consulting with our advisors RSK, an engineering 
and environmental consultancy, on whether this is sufficient.   
 

6.8 The Coal Authority also advised that a Coal Mining Risk Assessment be 
provided.  This formed part of the pre-submission package and will be 
submitted with the full application to RCT Borough Council.  
 

6.9 The full responses from the Coal Authority is available in Appendix 8.7 
below.   
 

Highways Authority 
 

6.10 In response to the consultation, the Highways Authority responded that 
the visibility splay provided for the southern entrance should take into 
account the 60 MPH speed limit on A4061, rather than the 30 MPH speed 
limit applicable on the access road.   
 

6.11 The visibility splay was revised showing that the required 215m visibility 
for a stretch of highway with a 60 MPH speed limit is still possible on 
A4061 where traffic will be turning off A4061 and onto the access road.  
The Transport Statement was revised with this visibility splay.   
 

6.12 The Highways Authority also requested that a swept path analysis of the 
internal tracks be provided to demonstrate the ability of the largest 
expected vehicle to manoeuvre.  While this analysis was provided in the 
Construction Traffic Management Plan, an additional figure has been 
added to the Transport Assessment with this information.  



19 
 

 
6.13  The Highways Authority response is available in Appendix 8.8 below.   

 
6.14 Following this initial response from the Highways Authority, it was also 

possible to reduce the number of deliveries required during the 
construction phase which will result in less disruption to the local road 
network. Details of these movements are referenced in the Transport 
Statement which accompanies this application. 
 

South Wales Fire and Rescue 
 

6.15 South Wales Fire and Rescue have been consulted on the application and 
have responded that they have no objection.  
 

6.16 Their response is available in Appendix 8.9 below.  
 

Welsh Water/Dwr Cymru 
 

6.17 Welsh Water/Dwr Cymru were consulted, and responded that: “We would 
advise there is no objection to the proposed development and offer the 
following standing advice which should be taken into account within any 
future planning application for the Rhigos Road Solar Farm.” 
 

6.18  Welsh Water’s response is available in Appendix 8.10 below.  
 

Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Public Health, Protection, and 
Community Services 
 

6.19 The Council’s public health department was consulted and recommend 
various actions Public Health recommend various conditions which would 
apply to any consent, including a requirement to prepare and submit a 
Land Contamination Report (one has already been prepared and was 
provided to them as part of the pre-application consultation pack) and 
undertake intrusive site investigation alongside general due diligence 
conditions related to soil quality and contamination found during 
development. The response also advised placing a restriction on 
construction hours. 
 

6.20 As a result of this feedback, a number of changes have been made to the 
application, including: 
 

6.21 Hours of operation during construction have been amended in relevant 
reports to reflect those requested in the consultation response: 

 
- Monday to Friday: 08.00 to 18.00 hours 
- Saturday: 08.00 to 13.00 hours 
- Sunday and Bank Holidays: Not at All 
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6.22 Discussions are ongoing regarding the need for intrusive land 
contamination investigation as the report prepared to date indicates this is 
not necessary based on the site characteristics.  
 

6.23 Their response is available in appendix 8.11 below.  
 
Cadw 
 

6.24 Cadw were consulted and responded with the following: “"Having carefully 
considered the information provided, we have no objection to the 
proposed development in regards to the scheduled monuments listed in 
our assessment of the application below.  
 

6.25 The pre-application is accompanied by a Historic Environment assessment 
produced by Land Use Consultants Ltd that considers the potential effect 
on the settings of the above designated historic assets. This concludes 
that none of the above scheduled monuments will be inter-visible with the 
proposal and the consequently there will be no effect on their settings. We 
concur with this conclusion; the proposed development will have no 
impact on the settings of above scheduled monuments. 
 

6.26 Finally, there may also be undesignated historic assets that could be 
affected by the proposed development and, if you have not already done 
so, we would advise that you consult the Historic Environment Record held 
by the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust www.ggat.org.uk" 
 

6.27 There were no actions arising from this feedback, as Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust were consulted during the design phase of the 
project.   
 

6.28 Cadw’s response is available in appendix 8.12 below.  
 

Bannau Brycheiniog National Park 
 

6.29 The National Park was consulted and noted that they welcomed the 
inclusion of the viewpoint 7 assessment, but wished for additional 
assessment for viewpoint 11 due to its historical landscape significance. 
However, it is noted that the National Park’s wording is a suggestion and 
not a request: “We welcome the inclusion of viewpoint 7 from Moel 
Penderyn, however would have also welcomed inclusion of a viewpoint 
from Mynydd y Glog (noted as viewpoint 11)”. Despite this, in the interest 
of best practice, the possibility has been considered. On this matter there 
are several considerations:  
 

6.30 Firstly it is important to note that Mynydd y Glog is not identified as a 
viewpoint in the Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) report, but rather 
as a visitor attraction (it is referenced visitor attraction 11), the NRW 
comments misinterpret the LVA report in this respect.  
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6.31 Secondly, the LVA also contains zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) 

assessment, which demonstrates that the site is not visible from the cairn 
at Mynydd y Glog, which is identified as visitor attraction 11. 

6.32 Thirdly, notwithstanding the previous point about Mynydd y Glog being 
outside the ZTV of the site, the LVA authors chose to include viewpoint 7 
as a more appropriate viewpoint as this is considered to be more 
representative of views from recreational receptors within the National 
Park (footpath users). This is because it provides a wide and largely 
uninterrupted view from the National Park across the valley area and 
beyond, it sits within a SSSI, and it is closer to the proposed development 
(approximately 2.5km versus nearly 5km from Mynydd-y-Glog). There is 
also less intervening landform, built development and screening from 
trees/existing woodland areas between Moel Penderyn and the Rhigos 
Road site than there is between Mynydd-y-Glog and the site. 

 
6.33 In summary, it is not considered appropriate or necessary to update the 

LVA to include the requested viewpoint. 
 

6.34 It is also important to consider whether the National Park would constitute 
a ‘specialist consultee’ in accordance with the provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 
2012 (as amended). They were consulted in accordance with written 
advice received from the Local Planning Authority, but as stated by the 
National Park in their own response: “It is not clear that the National Park 
Authority, as local planning authority, is a specialist consultee in this 
instance; the proposed development site, at its nearest point, being more 
than 700m from the National Park boundary (and therefore is not likely to 
affect land within the area of the Brecon Beacons National Park)”. As such 
issues raised by the National Park Authority, whilst of course important, 
should not delay the validation of this application. 
 

6.35 The full Bannau Brycheiniog National Park response is available in 
appendix 8.13 below.  
 

Neath Port Talbot Council  
 

6.36 As a neighbouring authority, NPTC were consulted, and raised no 
objection to the application.  
 

6.37 Their response is available in appendix 8.14 below. 
 

Natural Resources Wales 
 

6.38 A detailed response was received from NRW on 25 September 2023 
requesting clarity on some elements of the LVA and suggested measures 
to mitigate impacts of the scheme. These will be reviewed and addressed 
in due course. These are summarised below. 
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6.39 NRW highlighted some inconsistencies in the LVA report in relation to the 

mitigating effect of low level planting. These inconsistencies have been 
reviewed and remedied in the final LVA report submitted with the 
application. 
 

6.40 NRW also advised that “viewpoint photography and visualisations should 
be prepared in accordance with LI TGN 06/19. It is not appropriate to rely 
on 90 degree panoramas presented at A3 as these inevitably 
underestimate scale. Single frames presented at A3 with panoramas for 
context are acceptable”. The submitted LVA report accords with the 
required guidance. 
 

6.41 NRW also requested that the viewpoint locations be added to Figure 4, 
which shows the designated landscapes. The version in the submitted LVA 
includes an updated Figure 4 which addresses the request. 
 

6.42 NRW also raised concerns regarding the proposed mitigation planting, 
setting out that more planting should be included along the southern 
boundary of the site in order to help screen views from the south e.g. 
Hirwaun common. In response to this, it is considered that such planting 
would be ineffective for screening purposes. This owes to the topography 
of the surrounding area and rising topography of the site (when viewed 
from the south). Due to this, there is no suitable additional planting that 
could be implemented that would mitigate the views of the development 
from this area. The applicant would welcome the opportunity to discuss 
suitable mitigation with the case officer through the planning process. If 
necessary, the developer would then adapt the submitted LEMP 
accordingly during the planning process, or secure suitable mitigation via a 
condition. 
 

6.43 NRW also requested increased planting of trees and hedgerows along the 
northern boundary of the proposed development. However, it is important 
to note that the proposed planting contained to the north (which is set out 
within the LEMP sent to NRW as part of the consultation and submitted in 
support of the application) has been designed in consultation with 
stakeholders and the neighbours to the northeast of the site. Notably, one 
neighbour requests for their views of the hills to the south to not be 
obstructed by planting. It is also not considered likely that increased 
planting beyond that which is currently proposed would make a noticeable 
difference in terms of visibility of the development from the north. As for 
the request for planting to the south, the developer would like to discuss 
the various advantages and disadvantages of this with the case officer, 
and the results of these discussions will then be taken into account in any 
revised LEMP or through mitigation which could be secured via a 
condition. 
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6.44 The NRW response had no objections in relation to protected species, 
groundwater or contamination, although did ask for clarification as to 
whether the underground cables will be fluid filled in respect of potential 
groundwater contamination. We can confirm that fluid filled cabling will 
not be used. 

 
6.45 Their response is available in appendix 8.15 below. 
 

Outstanding Responses 
 

6.46 The following bodies have also been consulted, but as of 22nd September 
2023, no response has yet been received: 
 

- Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Transport Team 
- Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Ecology Team 

 
  

Adjacent neighbours 
 

6.47 One objection was received from the neighbour to the north of the site, 
citing several concerns outlined below.  No responses were received from 
other neighbours or members of the public.   
 

Concern Response 

Wind noise, this area is very open 
& renowned for being windy 
which will inevitably create a lot 
of noise when blowing 
against/through the solar panels. 
 

Wind through the panels or cabling would only 
result due to poor installation practices, i.e. 
modules not being attached tightly to the racks.  
As this would not only cause noise but potentially 
damage the development, all equipment will be 
securely installed.  Typically, solar farms noise 
levels are lower than background levels.   

Disruption during the months of 
construction. 
 

There will be more activity on site during the 
construction period than currently experienced, 
however access to the site will be via the 
southern access point, therefore no traffic will be 
routed past the residences to the north.  In 
addition, construction hours will be controlled via 
a condition enforced by the local planning 
authority and are contained to sociable hours.    

Maintenance disruption over the 
40 years plus this project is 
intended to be in use. 
 

As described in the Construction Traffic 
Management Plan, it is expected that the site will 
generate 10-15 trips per year by light goods 
vehicle during operation for servicing and 
maintenance.  Access to the site will remain via 
the southern access point, therefore no traffic 
will be routed past the residences to the north.  

Destroy vegetation & harm our 
wildlife. 
 

As described in the Arboricultural Assessment, 
the only damage to vegetation required will be in 
the northeast corner of the site where the cable 
will be laid.  In that instance, more trees will be 
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planted than are removed.  For the remainder of 
the site, no removal of hedgerows or trees is 
required and additional hedgerows are planned 
for the northwest and northern borders of the 
site.   
 
With regards to damage to wildlife, a detailed 
Ecological Assessment was prepared which 
assessed the impact of the development on 
designated sites, habitats, bats, badgers, great 
crested newts, reptiles, nesting birds, dormouse, 
water voles, and marsh fritillary butterflies.  It 
identified that the development would have 
minimal impacts on flora and fauna.  The report 
also recommended mitigation and enhancements 
measures which will improve the site’s 
biodiversity.   
 

Security cameras surrounding the 
site will invade our privacy. 
 

The cameras will all be focussed inwards to the 
site and away from any residences.  Once in the 
detailed design phase, the sweep of each camera 
can be analysed to confirm none will be facing 
residences.  

Reflection off the solar panels. 
 

As the panels will be south-facing, the Glint and 
Glare study demonstrated that no reflections are 
geometrically possible to the north of the site 
where residences are located.   

Depreciation of our property.  
 

Property depreciation is not a planning 
consideration.   

Research has shown that a solar 
farm needs to be sited at least .1 
of a mile (528ft) away from a 
dwelling to have little or no effect 
on that property. 
 

The source of this research is not known, 
however the planning process takes into 
consideration a number of factors related to 
siting solar farms including visual impact, glint 
and glare, ecological impacts, traffic creation, etc 
which are all facets of impacts on adjacent 
dwellings. Overall, the reports concluded that 
impact on nearby residences will be greatest 
during construction, then minimal during 
operation.   

In November 2022 planning 
permission was granted to 
Bryngolwg Solar farm on Rhigos 
Road which is very close to this 
site. Surely this area now has 
enough Solar farms. 
 

The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
has considered the consented and existing solar 
farms in the vicinity and found that there are 
only two locations out of the 11 examined where 
one or more sites would be visible.  These are 
from Moel Penderyn and the Rhigos viewpoint.  

There is a public tourist View 
point on the top of Rhigos 
Mountain & all that you will see 
from there will be fields full of 
solar panels, which at the 
moment is an area of beauty & an 

The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
modelled the impact of the existing, consented 
and planned solar farms from the Rhigos 
viewpoint (Viewpoint 6).  The visualisation 
demonstrated that the planned solar farm would 
have a minimal impact on this view.  Given the 
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excellent tourist attraction. topography, the consented site at Bryngolwg will 
be more visible from this viewpoint.   

 
Elected officials 
 

6.48 No responses were received from any of the elected officials notified.  
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6. Main Changes Due to Feedback 
 
6.1 Additional screening in the form of hedgerow planting along the northern 

boundary to mitigate visual impact was offered.  An offer was made to the 
Rhigos Community Council to establish a Community Benefit Scheme should 
the project receive planning consent.   

  

7. Conclusion  
 
7.1 Regener8 Power is committed to community consultation and understands 

development can be sensitive and controversial.    
 

7.2 The objectives of the consultation have been to:  
 

1. To inform neighbours, stakeholders, and the wider community of the 
proposals;  

2. To ensure everyone has had the opportunity to comment and help 
shape the emerging proposals;  

3. To understand any concerns, issues or opportunities with respect to 
the scheme, and  

4. To consider all feedback and where possible, incorporate it into 
the proposals.   

 

7.3 1,287 briefing notes were sent out informing near neighbours of the 
proposals, we set up a comprehensive website detailing our 
proposals, offering both a public exhibition and also to hold a public webinar. 
11 emails and two telephone calls were received, asking questions about the 
development and the consultation programme; five people filled in the 
webform on the website, and two people filled in the exhibition feedback 
form, with others offering informal feedback.   
 

7.4 As a result of the consultation, amendments have been made to the 
proposals and hopefully reassurance provided over concerns raised.  
 

7.5 We look forward to continuing to engage with the local community as the 
process moves onto the next stage and hope they can be supported.   
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8. Appendixes  
  

8.1 Community newsletter (two pages) 
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8.2 English Website (www.regener8rhigos.com)  
  

 

  
 

  

http://www.regener8rhigos.com/
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8.3  Welsh Website (www.regener8rhigos.com/cy) 
 
 
  



35 
 

  



36 
 

  



37 
 

  



38 
 

  



39 
 

8.4 Feedback Form 
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8.5 Community Council Presentation 
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8.6 Site Notices (English and Welsh) 
 

 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 

PUBLICITY AND CONSULTATION BEFORE APPLYING FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLES 2C and 2D 

 

Purpose of this notice: this notice provides the opportunity to comment directly to the developer on 

a proposed development prior to the submission of a planning application to the local planning 

authority (“LPA”). Any subsequent planning application will be publicised by the relevant LPA; any 

comments provided in response to this notice will not prejudice your ability to make representations 

to the LPA on any related planning application. You should note that any comments submitted may 

be placed on the public file.  

 

Proposed development at Land to the west of Rhigos Road (A4061), Rhigos, CF44 9HX 

 

I give notice that Regener8 Power is intending to apply for planning permission for the:  

 

Development of a solar farm and associated infrastructure.  

 

You may inspect copies of the proposed application, the plans, and other supporting documents 

online at www.regener8rhigos.com. 

 

And computer facilities are available to view the information online at Hirwaun Library, High Street, 

Hirwaun, CF44 9SW between the hours of Tues 9:00-6:30pm, Wed 9:00-5:00pm, Thurs 9:00-1:00pm, 

Fri 9:00-6:00pm, Sat 9:00-1:00pm. The library is closed 1:00 – 2:00 Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday.   

 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about this proposed development must write to the 

applicant at cherie@regener8power.com or Regener8 Power Ltd, Surrey Technology Centre, The 

Surrey Research Park Guildford, Surrey GU2 7YG by 20 January 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.regener8rhigos.com/
mailto:cherie@regener8power.com
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Gorchymyn Cynllunio Gwlad a Thref (Gweithdrefn Rheoli Datblygu) (Cymru) 2012 

CYHOEDDUSRWYDD AC YMGYNGHORI CYN GWNEUD CAIS AM GANIATÂD CYNLLUNIO 

HYSBYSIAD O DAN ERTHYGLAU 2C A 2D 

 

Diben yr hysbysiad hwn: mae’r hysbysiad hwn yn rhoi cyfle i wneud sylwadau yn uniongyrchol i’r 

datblygwr ynglŷn â datblygiad arfaethedig cyn cyflwyno cais am ganiatâd cynllunio i’r awdurdod 

cynllunio lleol (“ACLl”). Bydd unrhyw gais cynllunio dilynol yn cael ei hysbysebu gan yr ACLl 

perthnasol; ni fydd unrhyw sylwadau a ddarperir gennych wrth ymateb i’r hysbysiad hwn yn lleihau 

dim ar eich gallu i gyflwyno sylwadau i’r ACLl ar unrhyw gais cynllunio cysylltiedig. Dylech nodi y gellir 

gosod unrhyw sylwadau a gyflwynir gennych yn y ffeil gyhoeddus.  

 

Datblygiad arfaethedig ar y tir i’r gorllewin o Heol y Rhigos (A4061), y Rhigos, CF44 9HX 

 

Rwyf yn hysbysu bod Regener8 Power yn bwriadu gwneud cais am ganiatâd cynllunio ar gyfer:  

 

Datblygu fferm solar a seilwaith cysylltiedig.  

 

Gallwch archwilio copïau o’r cais arfaethedig, y cynlluniau, a dogfennau ategol eraill ar-lein drwy 

www.regener8rhigos.com. 

 

Mae cyfleusterau cyfrifiadur ar gael i archwilio’r wybodaeth hon ar-lein yn Llyfrgell Hirwaun, y Stryd 

Fawr, Hirwaun, CF44 9SW ddydd Mawrth 9:00-6:30pm, dydd Mercher 9:00-5:00pm, dydd Iau 9:00-

1:00pm, dydd Gwener 9:00-6:00pm, dydd Sadwrn 9:00-1:00pm. Mae’r llyfrgell ar gau 1:00 – 2:00 

dydd Mawrth, dydd Mercher a dydd Gwener.   

 

Mae’n rhaid i unrhyw un sy’n dymuno gwneud sylwadau ynglŷn â’r datblygiad arfaethedig hwn 

ysgrifennu at ceisydd drwy cherie@regener8power.com neu Regener8 Power Ltd, Surrey 

Technology Centre, The Surrey Research Park Guildford, Surrey GU2 7YG erbyn 20 Ionawr 2023. 

  

http://www.regener8rhigos.com/
mailto:cherie@regener8power.com
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8.7 Coal Authority Responses  
 

For the Attention of: Cherie Gregoire 

Business and Project Development Lead 

Regener8 Power 

 

[By Email: cherie@regener8power.com]  

 

09 January 2023 

  

 

Dear Ms Gregoire 

 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 

2012 

PUBLICITY AND CONSULTATION BEFORE APPLYING FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLES 2C and 2D 

 

Proposed Development (solar farm and associated infrastructure) at 

Land to the West of Rhigos Road (A4061), Rhigos, CF44 9HX 

 

Thank you for your notification of 23 December 2022 seeking the views of the Coal 

Authority on the above pre-application consultation. 

 

The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department of 

Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy.  As a statutory consultee, the Coal Authority has 

a duty to respond to planning applications and development plans in order to protect 

the public and the environment in mining areas. 

 

I have checked the location plan and I can confirm that the site falls within the 

Development High Risk Area as defined by the Coal Authority.  Our records indicates 

that the site lies within an area of recorded shallow coal mining; coal seams of workable 
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thickness infer to outcrop at or close to the surface of the site and surrounding area 

that may have been historically worked at shallow depths; and a recorded on-site mine 

entry (CA shaft ref: 293205-019).  In addition, the site is within the boundary of a site 

from which coal has been removed by surface mining (opencast) operations.   

 

The Coal Authority is of the opinion that building over the top of, or in close proximity 

to, mine entries should be avoided wherever possible, even after they have been 

capped, in line with our adopted policy: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-

distance-of-mine-entries  Accordingly, we would expect this part of the site (position of 

the mine entry, any potential reporting error (departure) and a calculated zone of 

influence based on available sources of information)) to be zoned off from any 

development taking place and for this to be identified on all site layout plans. 

 

In accordance with the approach agreed with the Local Planning Authority, the applicant 

will need to provide a Coal Mining Risk Assessment Report to accompany any formal 

planning application for the above development. 

 

The Coal Mining Risk Assessment (CMRA) should be prepared by a “competent body”.  

Links to the relevant professional institutions of competent bodies can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments 

 

As per our Exemptions List: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-

mining-risk-assessments solar arrays (flexible structures / minimal ground disturbance 

required) are exempt from requiring the submission of a Coal Mining Risk Assessment 

even when located within the Development High Risk Area.  However, where built 

development is proposed to support the solar farm, including masonry structures, 

and/or large kiosks with substantial foundations, a CMRA should be provided to the 

LPA. 

 

It is noted that the pre-application enquiry is accompanied by a Preliminary Coal Mining 

Risk Assessment (315223 R02 (01) October 2022) prepared for a solar farm at this site 

by RSK Environment Limited.   

 

As this Report has been prepared by a competent body who has identified and 

assessed the risks of the solar farm from former coal mining activity at this site, the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
https://www.gov.uk/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
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Report is relevant / appropriate for the applicant to submit as part of their formal 

planning application.  Whilst we have not reviewed the Report in detail, we note that the 

report author has identified a safety and stability risk from former coal mining activity 

and recommends that targeted intrusive ground investigations are considered 

necessary in order to confirm the ground conditions present and fully assess (and 

mitigate) the potential risks. 

 

Subject to the above Report being submitted as part of any formal planning application 

including proposed layout plan that illustrates the position of the recorded mine entry, 

it is unlikely that the Coal Authority would object to the proposed development.  This 

would be subject to the LPA imposing a suitably worded condition to secure the 

undertaking of intrusive ground investigations, prior to commencement of 

development.  

 

We hope that the above is helpful, however please to not hesitate to contact me if you 

would like to discuss this matter further. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

D Roberts  
Deb Roberts M.Sc. MRTPI 

Planning & Development Manager 

 

General Information  

 

Any form of development over or within the influencing distance of a mine entry can be 

dangerous and raises significant safety and engineering risks and exposes all parties to 

potential financial liabilities.  As a general precautionary principle, the Coal Authority 

considers that the building over or within the influencing distance of a mine entry 

should wherever possible be avoided.  In exceptional circumstance where this is 

unavoidable, expert advice must be sought to ensure that a suitable engineering design 

is developed and agreed with regulatory bodies which takes into account of all the 

relevant safety and environmental risk factors, including gas and mine-water.  Your 

attention is drawn to the Coal Authority Policy in relation to new development and mine 

entries available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-

the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
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Disclaimer 

 

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory 

Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and 

electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The 

comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal 

Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's 

website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The 

views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and 

amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a 

revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the 

Applicant for consultation purposes. 
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8.8 Highways Authority Response 
 

To/At : Planning – Sardis House 2nd  Floor My Ref/Fy Nghyf : S3/PPE/01/A 

 FAO :  REGENR8Power.   

  Tel. Ext/Est. Ffôn : 4884 P.Smith 

    

  Your Ref/Eich Cyf : SOLAR FARM 
RHIGOPS 

From/Odd Wrth : Highways Development Control   

 Sardis House 5th Floor Date/Dyddiad : 16th January 2023 

 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SECTION IN RESPECT OF DEVELOPMENT 

AFFECTING PRESENT OR PROPOSED HIGHWAYS 

1. APPLICANT 
 
Regener8 Power 
 

2. DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
Development of a solar farm and associated infrastructure.  

Proposed development at Land to the west of Rhigos Road (A4061), Rhigos, CF44 

9HX 

 

3. Application Details  
 

A solar farm and associated infrastructure will be constructed on the existing 16Ha of 

grazing land. The proposals will consist of ground mounted photovoltaic panels and 

associated infrastructure, with the farm expected to be operational for up to 40 years. 

The proposal will have a total generating capacity of up to 9MW when fully 

operational. Once the photovoltaic panels are removed the site will be virtually 

unchanged from its existing state.  

 
4. Highway Assessment  
 

It is proposed that the site is accessed from the south via the existing farm track 

accessed off the A4061 Rhigos Road. At this location the A4061 is straight, flat, and 

subject to a 30mph speed limit, therefore no visibility or safety issues are anticipated.  

 

The speed limit on the A4061 at this location is 60Mph requiring vision splays of 2.4m 

x 215 in accordance with TAN 18 therefore the above statement and vision splay 

plan Figure 2.2 are incorrect.  



57 
 

 

The 30Mph speed limit signage in the vicinity of the site relates to the private access 

road running parallel to the A4061.  

 

The proposed access is off the A4061 via a right hand turning lane and access to the 

proposed is via an existing farm access gate. The proposal will require provision of 

stone access tracks within the site for access and future maintenance after 

construction.  

 

Swept Path analysis shall be provided for the largest anticipated load access/ 

egressing the site.  

 

Construction Traffic.  

 

The construction period for the solar farm is expected to last for 16 weeks. During 

this time, there will be in the order of 694 HGV movements (i.e. to and from each 

site). There is expected to be a maximum of 13 daily average HGV movements to 

and from the site. In addition, there will be a number of light goods vehicle (including 

cars and vans) movements during this period.  

 

 
 

It is expected that the operational phase of the site will generate 10-15 trips by LGV 

for servicing and maintenance of the solar farm equipment per year.  

 

Conclusion  

 

The proposed access arrangements off Rhigos Road A4061 are acceptable in 

principle with minimal impact on the existing highway network in terms of capacity 

with a limited 16-week construction period. Vision splays should accord with TAN 18 

2.4m x 215m for a 60Mph speed limit.  

 

Swept Path analysis should be undertaken for the largest anticipated vehicle access / 

egressing the site.  
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Details have been submitted within the Construction Traffic Management Plan which 

indicate off-street car parking for staff, deliveries and visitors, welfare facilities, 

storage facilities and wheel wash facilities which is acceptable in principle. Details of 

such facilities shall be submitted with the planning application.  

 

 

 

Highways Development Control and Adoptions Manager 
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8.9 South Wales Fire and Rescue Response 
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8.10 Welsh Water Response 
 

Mr Stuart Langer       
LUC         
12th Floor, Beacon Tower,   
Colston Street,  
Bristol 
BS1 4XE         Date: 11/08/2023 

Our Ref: 
PPA0008131 

 
Dear Mr Langer 
Grid Ref: 293444 205695 
Site Address:   Rhigos Road, RCT 
Development: 2D - Development of a Solar Farm and Associated Infrastructure at Rhigos 
Road, Rhondda Cynon Taf 
 
Firstly, we note that the proposal relates to a Solar Farm and acknowledge that the 
application site falls within an area identified as a coal resource on the local plan policies 
map. We would advise there is no objection to the proposed development and offer the 
following standing advice which should be taken into account within any future planning 
application for the Rhigos Road Solar Farm. 
 
You are also advised that some public sewers and lateral drains may not be recorded on 
our maps of public sewers because they were originally privately owned and were 
transferred into public ownership by nature of the Water Industry (Schemes for Adoption 
of Private Sewers) Regulations 2011.  The presence of such assets may affect the proposal.  
In order to assist you may contact Dwr Cymru Welsh Water on 0800 085 3968 to establish 
the location and status of the apparatus in and around your site. Please be mindful that 
under the Water Industry Act 1991 Dwr Cymru Welsh Water has rights of access to its 
apparatus at all times. 
 
It appears the application does not propose to connect to the public sewerage system, and 
therefore Dwr Cymru Welsh Water has no objections in principle. However, should 
circumstances change and a connection to the public sewerage system/public sewage 
treatment works is preferred we must be re-consulted on this application. 
 
However, as of 07/01/2019, this proposed development is subject to Schedule 3 of the 
Flood and Water Management Act 2010. The development therefore requires approval of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) features, in accordance with the 'Statutory standards 
for sustainable drainage systems – designing, constructing, operating and maintaining 
surface water drainage systems'. As highlighted in these standards, the developer is 
required to explore and fully exhaust all surface water drainage options in accordance with 
a hierarchy which states that discharge to a combined sewer shall only be made as a last 
resort. Disposal should be made through the hierarchical approach, preferring infiltration 
and, where infiltration is not possible, disposal to a surface water drainage body in liaison 
with the Land Drainage Authority and/or Natural Resources Wales.   
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Please note that no highway or land drainage run-off will be permitted to discharge 
directly or indirectly into the public sewerage system. 
 
I trust the above information is helpful and will assist you in forming water and drainage 
strategies that should accompany any future planning application. 
 
Please note that our response is based on the information provided in your enquiry and 
should the information change we reserve the right to make a new representation. Should 
you have any queries or wish to discuss any aspect of our response please do not hesitate 
to contact our dedicated team of planning officers, either on 0800 917 2652 or via email at 
developer.services@dwrcymru.com 
 
Please quote our reference number in all communications and correspondence. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

Owain George 
Planning Liaison Manager 
Developer Services 

Please Note that demands upon the water and sewerage systems change continually; 

consequently, the information given above should be regarded as reliable for a maximum period 

of 12 months from the date of this letter.  
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8.11 Public Health Response 
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8.12 Cadw Response 
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8.13 Bannau Brycheiniog Response 
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8.14 Neath Port Talbot Council Response 
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8.15 Natural Resources Wales Response 
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8.16 Consultation Declaration 
 

Accordance with Regulations Declaration 

 

Regener8 Power Ltd,  

Surrey Technology Centre,  

The Surrey Research Park,  

Guildford,  

Surrey GU2 7YG 

 

29th September 2023 

 

Pre Application Consultation: Accordance with Regulations Declaration 

 

This Declaration confirms that the Pre-Application Community Consultation has been carried out in 

accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) 

(Amendment) Order 2016 and the guidance document: Pre-application Community Consultation: 

Best Practice Guidance for Developers November 2017. 

 

Tim Mourant 

Regener8 Power Ltd 

GIS & Development Manager UK 
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8.17 Site Notices Declaration 
 
 

Site Notice Declaration 

 

Regener8 Power Ltd,  

Surrey Technology Centre,  

The Surrey Research Park,  

Guildford,  

Surrey GU2 7YG 

 

29th September 2023 

 

Pre Application Consultation: Site Notice Declaration 

 

As required by Article 2F(2)(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure)(Wales) Amendment Order 2016, this Declaration confirms that the statutory notices 

required under Article 2C(l)(a)(i) were erected on 22nd of December 2022 and displayed in 

accordance with the requirements of that Article, for a period of at least 28 days.  

 

No notices required replacement during this period. Locations of the site notices erected and their 

content (in both English and Welsh) are provided as appendices to the Statement of Community 

Involvement document. 

 

 

Tim Mourant 

Regener8 Power Ltd 

GIS & Development Manager UK 
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8.18 Site Notice Locations 
 
Location of Site Notices 

Location Plan of Site: 
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Notice 1: Telegraph Pole (next “The Fairways” access) 
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Notice 2: Site entrance (Gate/fence) 
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Notice 3: Site Entrance 2 (gate next to give way sign) 
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Notice 4 Public footpath sign (on landowner’s road parallel to A4061) 
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