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	Dear Sirs
	

	

	RE:
	Lawful Certificate Application re. the use of an ancillary building – Unit 9 Gym, Quay Rd. Neath. SA11 1SL

	 
	


	



This letter is to accompany the above application and concerns the lawfulness of a use of a building positioned just outside the entrance to the Unit 9 Gym. The building is a well-designed timber structure which is fully timber clad with a dark stain that helps it to blend with the main building. The building has a power connection from the gym and is dependent on the main building for a water supply and toilet facilities.
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The building was first placed on the site in late 2021 to house a barber who had been forced to leave his previous premises in Neath town centre because of escalating costs. A retrospective planning application for the barber shop (P2022/0654) was refused planning permission in October 2022, however, and a subsequent appeal against that decision (CAS-02235-Z5Q1V1) was dismissed in June of this year. An enforcement notice was served following the refusal and a subsequent appeal was also dismissed, although the time for compliance was increased to 6 months. 

It was clear from the officer report into the retrospective application that the concern of the Council was simply the location of a barbers shop outside the identified shopping centre, and that there was no objection to the building itself. This was confirmed by the recent approval of an application (P2023/0757) to retain the building for ancillary D2 uses. A previous application for a lawful certificate to determine whether the barber shop in this location was in fact an ancillary D2 use was not accepted because the building itself was, at that time, unauthorised. That is no longer the case, hence the application is, once again, submitted.
In support of the application I am able to provide details of a large number of nearby examples of ancillary activities, including hairdressing, in gyms or keep fit establishments. All of these activities would ordinarily fall into different use classes but they are accepted as being appropriate ancillary activities to a main D2 use. I am also able to submit a copy of an email received from the planning department dated October 12th confirming that a hairdresser may be considered to be an ancillary use to a D2 activity. The recent planning permission for the retention of this building stipulated, by agreement, that it’s use be restricted to ancillary D2 activities. It is clear, therefore, that a barber shop in this building as part of the gym offer will be ancillary D2, and will not be a separate A1 use. 
Yours sincerely 
Graham Carlisle
Graham Carlisle
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