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	Dear Sirs
	

	

	RE:
	Application for the Retention of an ancillary building – Unit 9 Gym, Quay Rd. Neath. SA11 1SL

	 
	


	



This letter is to accompany the above application and concerns the proposed retention of a building positioned just outside the entrance to the Unit 9 Gym. The building is a well-designed timber structure which is fully timber clad with a dark stain that helps it to blend with the main building. The building has a power connection from the gym and is dependent on the main building for a water supply and toilet facilities.

[image: image1.jpg]



The building was first placed on the site in late 2021 to house a barber who had been forced to leave his previous premises in Neath town centre because of escalating costs. A retrospective planning application for the barber shop (P2022/0654) was refused planning permission in October 2022, however, and a subsequent appeal against that decision (CAS-02235-Z5Q1V1) was dismissed in June of this year. An enforcement notice was served following the refusal and a subsequent appeal was also dismissed, although the time for compliance was increased to 6 months. 

It was clear from the officer report into the retrospective application that the concern of the Council was simply the location of a barbers shop outside the identified shopping centre, and that there was no objection to the building itself. This was confirmed in the Council’s appeal statement at paragraph 6.8 where it stated that “…there is no reason for refusal for the building itself as it is considered to be acceptable in terms of visual amenity as per the Officer Report.” It is acknowledged that the appeal inspector took the view that the building is utilitarian in appearance, but it should be remembered that it is sited close to a number of large industrial structures which could also be described as utilitarian. 
The building will continue to be useful in the future for various ancillary activities in association with the gym, and it is respectfully requested, therefore, that permission be granted for its retention as an ancillary building.
Yours sincerely 
Graham Carlisle
Graham Carlisle
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