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Reference Number Name Grade Date of Status

Designation X
PGW(Gm)50(NEP) The Gnoll I Designated

01/02/2022

Location

Unitary Authority Community Easting Northing
Neath Port Talbot Tonna 276824 197582

Broad Class Site Type Main phases of construction
Gardens, Parks and Formal and informal 1720s; 1740s; 1776-90; 1811-61; 1899
Urban Spaces park; Victorian pleasure

grounds; walled kitchen

garden

Description

Summary Description and Reason for Designation

The Gnoll was located on a prominent, steep-sided hill or knoll, on the east side of Neath.

It is registered for the survival of its largely eighteenth-century landscape park, which is of great historic
interest, in its original rural setting above Neath. It lies on the flank of the Vale of Neath, long famed for its
picturesque beauty. The landscape of The Gnoll is exceptional for its combination of industrial and
ornamental functions and for its strong visual relationship with the surrounding countryside. The eighteenth-
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century landscaping is of several phases, including an exceptionally interesting early transitional layout by
Thomas Greening, in the style of Stephen Switzer, with formal and informal elements, including a (restored)
formal cascade. The following phases include an outstanding informal cascade of the 1740s and the later
eighteenth-century follies of a rock-hewn grotto and the Ivy Tower, which forms a prominent landmark in the
Neath valley. Although the park’s historic character has been somewhat diluted through the loss of the house
and planting, most of its structural elements remain intact or have been restored or rebuilt. Most of the major
developments in the park and grounds took place during the eighteenth century under the ownership of the
Mackworth family.

The park lies on elevated, rolling ground on the south flank of the Vale of Neath. It is linear, orientated north-
east by south-west. Its eastern, upper side is largely wooded, its western side more open. On the east the
ground rises towards the high ground of Cefn Morfydd, while to the south and west it drops below the park
to the town of Neath. The house is sited on a prominent hill at the south-western end of the park. There are
three ponds and a late nineteenth-century reservoir, to supply water for coal mining and copper smelting,
and for ornament.

South of the house site, at the south end of the park, is the wooded Preswylfa valley, largely deciduous, with
the Great Pond half way along it. To the north is an open area of parkland, the largest pond, the Fishpond,
and a smaller pond with two small islands. Fishpond Wood is mature woodland containing the (restored)
formal cascade to the east and remnants of a more extensive lime avenue. This is aligned on a long formal
axis from the north end of the hill on which the house stood, across the ha-ha and up the cascade to Brynau
Wood and Cefn Morfydd, beyond the park.

The northern part of the park comprises open ground on the western side, now partly a golf course, and
Mosshouse Wood, mixed woodland which extends from Fishpond Wood on the south to high ground on the
north. It contains the reservoir and a long, informal Grade Il Listed cascade (LB 22870). There are also
several eighteenth-century follies including the rebuilt ‘gazebo’ and a Grade Il Listed Grotto (LB 22860). The
final feature of the landscape park is Grade Il Listed lvy Tower (LB 11768), a prominent eighteenth-century
eye-catcher folly tower situated on a hilltop to the north of Mosshouse Wood, overlooking the park and the
Vale of Neath.

There have been several entrances at The Gnoll, only two of which remain in use. An entrance with imposing
castellated stone archway and a simple iron gate now lies on Gnoll Avenue. Inside the entrance the former
drive, now a public road, is lined with pines, leading to the Grade Il Listed War Memorial Gate of Honour
entrance (LB 11784). Inside, a tarmac drive runs eastwards up the Preswylfa valley. A former entrance at the
end of Gnoll Avenue is marked by Grade Il Listed gate & lodges (LB 11782).

The garden and pleasure grounds lie on the hill on which the house once stood. The garden consists of the
terrace to the west of the house site, which looks out over the town and beyond. It is a rectangular grassy
platform bounded with a low stone parapet wall on the west and a revetment wall on the east, accessed
from the house by a flight of steps. Below is an area of deciduous woodland with ornamental understorey. At
the north end is a curving recessed stone seat and a yew on a small mound. To the south of the house is the
oval forecourt area, with grass in the centre. Two paths now lead into it.

The grounds lie mainly to the east of the house site but also on the slopes of the hill to the west and south.
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The crown of the hill is occupied by wooded grounds laid out informally, with paths and a few open areas.
The south side is bounded by a stone revetment walling. Below on the south-east is a walled enclosure,
formerly the herbaceous garden but now rough grass. On the hill summit is the bowling green, a roughly
circular level lawn surrounded by rhododendrons and mixed trees. To the north is a gentle slope down to a
long, level, grass terrace running east-west from the north end of the house to a ha-ha on the east. North of
the terrace is an area of mixed ornamental woodland and shrubs, with some bamboo clumps.

The former kitchen gardens lie to the east of the pleasure grounds, on ground sloping gently to the south,
and have origins in the mid-eighteenth century. To their west is Gnoll Cottage, or Little Gnoll House, and
garden. The kitchen gardens forms three compartments. The northernmost is roughly oval in shape, partially
walled and under rough grass. The others occupy a roughly rectangular area adjoining on the south,
bounded by walls 2.5m-4.5m high with a wide entrance at the east end. The east compartment is on two
levels; on the upper one is a modern glasshouse; on the lower one are two long, parallel ranges of single-
storey stone and brick bothies. To their south are three modern glasshouses set at right-angles to the
bothies. The third compartment, to the west, is roughly square, the south-east corner rounded and with an
entrance towards the west end of the south side. Tipping has raised the ground level in this compartment.

Setting - The Gnoll stood on a prominent, steep-sided hill or knoll, hence its name, on the east side of the
town, the park lying on the flank of the Vale of Neath, well known for its picturesque beauty. Urban
expansion means that the town now abuts the southern and western margins of the park.

Significant views - From the main west front of the house there were magnificent views out over the town
and Vale of Neath, and from the pleasure grounds views east towards the higher ground of Cefn Morfudd.
The view eastwards from the end of the pleasure ground terrace is across the sloping park to the Fishpond
and up the cascade on the wooded slope beyond. The Ivy Tower folly, at the north end of the park, afforded
panoramic views over the park and the Vale of Neath.

Sources:
Cadw Historic Assets Database (ref: PGW(Gm)50(NEP)).

Cadw : Registered Historic Park & Garden [ Records 1 of 1]
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