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Our Ref: 2774-01/FULLAPP/ENTRANCE/AR/LM
30th November 2022

Planning and Building Control planning
Neath Port Talbot CBC .
Civic Centre, transportation
Port Talbot planning
SA13 1PJ

environment

Dear Matthew, design
FULL PLANNING APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A MODULAR SECURITY
BUILDING, A SECURITY BARRIER SYSTEM, A SMOKING SHELTER, HARDSTANDING,
BLOCK WALL SECTIONS AND SIGNAGE AT THE SITE ENTRANCE TO MARGAM
GREEN ENERGY PLANT, PORT TALBOT, SA13 2NW.

COAL MINING RISK ASSESSMENT

We are writing on behalf of our client, Margam Green Energy Ltd (“the Applicant”) in relation
to the planning application submitted for the above development (Ref: P2022/0972).

We received a notice under Section 62ZA(2) of The Town And Country Planning Act 1990 on
23 November 2022. This notice stated that application Ref: P2022/0972 is invalid because a
Coal Mining Risk Assessment has not been submitted.

Margam Green Energy Plant (MGEP), an operational biomass energy plant, lies within an area
designated as a Coal Mining Development High Risk Area. As such it is necessary to
determine whether historic mining presents a risk to ground stability for any new development
being proposed.

The proposed development at the site entrance is located within the footprint of the existing
MGEP, on areas that are currently developed with hardstanding.

Coal Mining Risk Assessments have been undertaken by Groundsolve Ltd for other
developments at the Site, most recently in June 2020. The risk assessment was based on a
Coal Authority Report which covered the entirety of the MGEP site, including the location of
the proposed ash bays. It also referenced boreholes located across the development area.
The 2020 report concluded that the risk to the site from abandoned shallow mine workings is
negligible.

We have appended the mining review documents below which are directly relevant to the
development now being proposed through application Ref: P2022/0972. Based on the
foregoing, the location of the development on existing hardstanding areas of the site and
nature of the construction proposed it is considered that the development is unlikely to be at
risk from ground instability associated with historic mine workings.

Yours sincerely,

Laura Mackey
Senior Consultant, Axis

Cc: Elliot Lugg, Margam Green Energy Plant (by email)
Encl. Margam Green Energy Plan: Mining Review (GroundSolve Ltd, June 2020)
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