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1.	INTRODUCTION

1.1 This statement has been prepared by Graham Carlisle of CDN Planning (Wales) Ltd on behalf of Mr Tavis Knoyle, the owner of Unit 9 Gym. The building was constructed earlier this year on the understanding that planning permission would not be required. This application has been prepared and submitted following communications from the planning department of the Council requesting that the use should cease and that the building should be removed. 


2.        THE BUILDING AND ITS CONTEXT
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2.1       Unit 9 Gym was established some three years ago following the granting of a temporary planning permission for the conversion and change of use of a large industrial building on Quay Road, close to the centre of the town. The immediate surroundings are all commercial in nature. A permanent permission for the use was granted in March of this year.       

2.2      In addition to the usual array of fitness equipment, the gym has a café and a number of other rooms that can be used for various ancillary activities. It also has a substantial customer car park that has recently been upgraded and resurfaced.

2.3      The barber’s shop building is single-storey and free-standing, and is located close to the entrance to the gym. It is flat roofed and is entirely of timber construction, and has been dark-stained to blend well with the gym building behind. It has an electricity supply direct from the gym but is otherwise dependent on the gym for water supply and toilet facilities. The building measures 6m. x 4.5m. and consists of one single room. 

2.4      The barber shop is proving to be very popular with the customers of the gym and this is currently providing employment for 4 people.


3.        THE CASE FOR APPROVAL

3.1     The correspondence from the planning department to Mr Knoyle suggested that the siting of the barber’s shop at this location is ‘an inappropriate form of development’. It went on to suggest that such uses should ‘be located within town centres in order to keep town centres ‘living’.’ 

3.2      In response to this it is pointed out that the barber’s shop is not a separate use but is an ancillary facility for the gym. The building belongs to Mr Knoyle and is sub-let to the current occupier. As described above the user is dependent on the Gym for a power supply, whilst water and toilet facilities are within the gym building. As a separate entity, therefore, and without the links to the Gym, the building could not be used as a barber’s shop. The majority of the customers of the barber’s shop are also regular users of the Gym. In our view, therefore, permission is required only for the siting of the building.

3.3     It should be pointed out also that the present occupier of the building was forced to move from Neath centre as the rents being asked during the pandemic were unsustainable. Having said that, the building in question is actually sited within an easy walking distance of the town centre. See the LDP extract below.  
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3.4     The building is well constructed and every effort has been made to ensure that the chosen finishes are appropriate so as to allow the building to blend with the Gym building behind. Taking into account the nature of the location and the type of buildings nearby, it is suggested that it does not result in any loss of visual amenity.
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