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1. Report Approval
As per the planning conditions for Planning Application Approval application number P2020/0727 this report has been compiled to describe and detail the removal strategy of the slow worms from the Coed Cae site. 
This report is to be approved by Megan Price (Ecologist Consultancy and Planning, Neath Port Talbot Council).
This agreement has been reached following:
· site visit of the existing Coed Cae site
· site visit of the relocation site at Godrergraig
· discussions between all parties
The timeline in Appendix 2 will be followed. 
2. Aims and Objectives
Aims
The aim of the exercise is to relocate the slow worms currently on the Coed Cae site to a new prepared site at Godrergraig. 
Objectives
The objectives of the exercise are:
1. To remove the slow worms from the Coed Cae site to enable a new Community building to be constructed on that site.
2. To ensure that the worms are removed sensitively and with no harm. 
3. To increase the wildlife at the Godregraig site.
3. Site History and Context
3.1 Background Information 
The Coed Cae site was traditionally an annex to the old work house in Pontardawe (see photograph) and was to the left of the site and served the work house as its garden.
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The buildings comprised two small blocks flanking the entrance, perhaps one containing the Guardians board-room, and the other a
Merionethshire porter's quarters. The main building had a typical T-shaped layout, with the master's rooms at the centre with kitchens and dining-hall to
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From 1904, to protect them from disadvantage in later lifs, the birth certificates for those bon in the workhouse gave its address just as.
The MAB 84 Brecon Road, Pontardave.

Other Establishments.

In 1930, the workhouse was redesignated as the Pontardawe Public Assistance Institution when the functions of the Poor Law Union
Children & Education  Were taken over by the Glamorgan County Council. In 1948, the premises became the Danybryn Hostel which finally closed in 1938,




Today the work house has been replaced by Dan y Bryn Residential Care Home and the Coed Cae site was separated from it with its own boundaries and entrance.
Earlier this year, 2021, planning permission was granted to build a new community church facility on this site, and subsequent to this permission being granted the land was purchased by Mount Elim Evangelical church for the purpose of this build.
As part of the planning process an Ecological Reptile investigation was undertaken by ACER Ecology to discover possible animals living on the site.
The table in Appendix 1 shows the slow worms that were detected.
As such it has become necessary to agree a plan with the local authorities Planning Ecologists department to relocate the worms.
A site in Godrergraig was identified by the Authority for this relocation.
3.2 Constraints and Problems with Existing Site
The site as it stands is unused, is overgrown and has the usual mixture of grasses and brambles spread throughout.
There is a stone wall (partly collapsed) at the rear.
Whilst it is on a slope it is not unduly steep and will not present problems in finding and removing the worms.
The site is bordered on two sides by garden boundaries and on the other two sides by roads (see picture below).
There are no obvious access or site issues to hinder the detection and removal process.
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3.3 Site Map Location
The site is on Brecon Road, Pontardawe SA8 4PD. It is on the old road out of Pontardawe and lies a few hundred yards from Llangwig primary school and next door to the Dan y Bryn Residential Care Home.
It is on the corner of Coedcae and Brecon Road as shown below. 
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4.
Removal Strategy – Method Statement
4.1 Stage 1 – Placement of Refugia
Refugia will be placed at suitable locations on the site in December and will remain undisturbed for the winter months.
This will enable the slow worms to get used to them being present and they will  become part of their habitat.
4.2 Stage 2 - Capturing Slow Worms
This process will begin once the worms have emerged from hibernation and the weather is warm.
It will be undertaken during a period (or periods) of dry weather and the following process will be followed:
· the refugia will be checked daily and any slow worms detected will be logged and placed in their transportation container
· on detection the worms will be immediately moved to their new site in Godrergraig 
· once the detection has reduced to a minimum or nothing the next stage will commence 
4.3 Stage 3 – Reduction of vegetation
This process will be performed in two stages:
· first the vegetation will be reduced to about 30cm high
· detection of the worms will then continue once again until minimum or no worms are detected
· then the second cut of vegetation will occur which will take it down to ground level
· once again the detection of worms will continue until no worms are detected
4.4 Stage 4 – Stone Area Search
When the vegetation has been reduced this will allow the stone areas to be accessed and a search of these areas will be undertaken. 
This will require the removal and turning of loose stones in a careful manner.
As before any worms detected will be removed to their new site.
4.5 Stage 5 – Completion
Once 6 consecutive days of no slow worm detection has been achieved the site will be declared free from worms.
A full list of worms found and removed to the new site will be logged and given to the Council’s Ecologist for future monitoring on the new site.
5. Relocation 
5.1 New Site Description
The new site is off the main road A4067 by Gogrergraig. It is bordered on one side by the river Tawe, on the opposite side by the main road, on the entrance side by a small car parking area and on the northern side by a grass field.
Access to the site is via the car park.

5.2 Location Map
The new site is located as shown below: 

It is roughly 3 km from the new development so transport time will be minimal.
It has easy access and is just off the main road.
The site itself is flat with no obstacles to reach the designated relocation area.
5.3 Preparation of Site
The site is currently maintained by Neath Port Talbot Council and is already prepared for the acceptance of the slow worms.
5.4 Housing and Monitoring
The worms will be released at the agreed location on the site on the days they are captured.
Monitoring of the success of the slow worms adapting to the site will be performed  by the Council in their regular monitoring activities.
A new display board will be purchased by the Council for the site for which Mount Elim will make a contribution of £1,000.
The overall site will continue to be maintained by the Council going forward.
Appendices
Appendix 1: Existing Count
The following count was performed by Acer Ecology and reported during the submission for Planning Permission:
	Survey
	Date
	Species
	Adult
	Juvenile
	Additional Notes

	1
	19/05/2020
	Slow Worm
	9
	5
	4 female, 5 male

	2
	21/05/2020
	Slow Worm
	3
	2
	1 female, 2 male

	3
	24/05/2020
	Slow Worm
	5
	2
	3 female, 2 male

	4
	26/05/20
	Slow Worm
	3
	2
	3 male

	5
	28/05/2020
	Slow Worm
	4
	3
	2 female, 2 male

	6
	30/05/2020
	Slow Worm
	4
	4
	4 female

	7
	07/06/2020
	Slow Worm
	5
	3
	3 female, 3 male


Appendix 2: Timeline

Appendix 3: Completed Removal Reporting
A removal count will be maintained as the worms are removed and released to the new site. The following information will be recorded: 
	Survey
	Date
	Adult Male
	Adult Female
	Juvenile
	Additional Notes

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	
	

	20
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