 
Application no. P2022/0264 – Willow tree at Neath Castle


Proposed works to 1x Crack Willow (Salix fragilis) – Situated at Neath Castle

· Reduce large limb on south side by 4m to leave a lateral 5m in length. 
· Reduce height of tree from 14m to 11m. 
· Reduce laterals north side (castle) of crown by 3m to balance crown. 
· Pruning cuts should be made to appropriate growth points and where possible retaining a lateral branch of at least 1/3 of the removed portion.

The tree is located at: Neath Castle, Castle View, Neath, SA11 3LW. 2.1.2 Ordnance Survey grid reference: SS753977. 

Site Description 2.2.1 Neath Castle is a historic site near the centre of Neath Town. The site is not open to the public and the area outside the remaining castle walls is flat and grassy.
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The tree is situated close to the perimeter railing to the side of Neath Castle, overlooking Castle Street. There are no other trees in this part of the Castle grounds. 

There are no buildings directly to the left or right of the tree. There is a nursery/Girl Guides hut across the road.  The closest building to the tree is Moose Hall. This is the large grey building to the left of the white-lined area I have drawn.  It is approximately forty feet away from the tree. 
As far as we are aware there is no preservation order on this tree but it is in a conservation area. 

The photo below is taken from Google Maps. The tree has grown significantly since this was taken but the purpose of the photo is to show its location in relation to the pavement and nearby buildings. 
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Detailed photos of the branches of the tree are attached. 

Our aim is to ensure the main branch hanging over the railing does not cause any issues for passers-by. One branch overhangs the entire pavement and this is the reason for our application. We want to cut it back to make it safer for pedestrians and road users and also to retain the integrity of the tree. 
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