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TRAVEL SCIENCE ANIMALS CULTURE & HISTORY ENVIRONMENT

The global spread of the coronavirus is disrupting travel. Stay up to date on the
science behind the outbreak >>
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In Wales, campsites offering just a handful of pitches often tick the most wild camping boxes in terms
of personality, views and seclusion.
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With its ancient woodlands, dramatic coastline and glassy lakes, there’s
something truly distinctive about the Welsh wilds. The country holds some of
the UK’s oldest national parks — Snowdonia, Brecon Beacons and the
Pembrokeshire Coast — all founded in the 1950s, protecting around 20% of all
the country's land. And, though wild camping is illegal in Wales, as is the case
across most of the UK, there are plenty of places to stay that feel far-flung and
steeped in nature. Sites offering just a handful of pitches often tick the most
boxes in terms of personality, views and seclusion. With this in mind, we’ve
rounded up some of the wildest spots in Wales for a scenic — and delightfully
rugged — camping experience. Wrap up, gather round the campfire and settle
in for some beautiful starry skies at these 12 camping grounds.

Read more: Must-have camping gear for summer 2021
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Right by the shores of the Dyfi Estuary, Smuggler's Cove Boatyard is a small and peaceful
spot for waterfront camping.
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1. Aberbran Fawr, Brecon Beacons

Walking, mountain biking and horse-riding trails are all close to this peaceful
campsite, just three miles from the historic cathedral town of Brecon. And for
the more adventurous, caving tours are an option in the forest and waterfall
strewn area. Opt to pitch your tent in the meadow opposite the River Usk,
with panoramic countryside views. From mid-June to August, you can even
pick your own fruits from the farm to tuck into during your stay. £9 per night

per adult. aberbranfawr.co.uk

2. Brynglas Retreat, Glamorgan

Set in the foothills of the Black Mountains, this campervan campsite describes
itself as ‘semi-wild’. While it’s set up for motorhomes, it’s also in harmony
with its wild surroundings, offering wildflower meadows, a stream, a compost
toilet and non-electric pitches. Only over-25s are allowed to stay here, a
convenient 10-minute drive from Brecon Beacons National Park. There’s a
communal barbecue and firepit as well as a red kite feeding station, plus
plenty of walking routes nearby. Dogs are allowed, too. From £12 for one
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