
 

 

Our Ref: 2774-01/MGEPABS/AR 
 
27th January 2022  
 
Planning and Building Control 
Neath Port Talbot CBC 
Civic Centre, 
Port Talbot 
SA13 1PJ 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Jenkins 
 

APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 70 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) FOR THE RETENTION OF A TEMPORARY PRIMARY 
ASH BAY AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SECONDARY ASH STORE   
 
COAL MINING RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

MARGAM GREEN ENERGY PLANT, PORT TALBOT, SA13 2NW 
 
We are writing in relation to the planning application being submitted by, Margam Green 
Energy Ltd (“the Applicant”) for the above development.  
 
Margam Green Energy Plant (MGEP), an operational biomass energy plant, lies within an area 
designated as a Coal Mining Development High Risk Area. As such it is necessary to 
determine whether historic mining presents a risk to ground stability for any new development 
being proposed.  
 
The proposed ash bays are located within the footprint of the existing MGEP, on areas that 
are currently developed with hardstanding, as shown below: 
 
Figure 1 – Location of proposed development 
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Coal Mining Risk Assessments have been undertaken by Groundsolve Ltd for other 
developments at the Site, most recently in June 2020. The risk assessment was based on a 
Coal Authority Report which covered the entirety of the MGEP site, including the location of 
the proposed ash bays. It also referenced boreholes located across the development area. 
The 2020 report concluded that the risk to the site from abandoned shallow mine workings is 
negligible.  
 
We have appended the mining review documents below which are directly relevant to the 
development now being proposed. Based on the foregoing, the location of the development 
on existing hardstanding areas of the site and nature of the construction proposed it is 
considered that the development is unlikely to be at risk from ground instability associated with 
historic mine workings.  
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
 
Andrew Russell 
Technical Director  
Encl. 
 

Margam Green Energy Plan: Mining Review (GroundSolve Ltd, June 2020) 
















































































