
 

 

 
Dear Sir 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
 
RE: Development of a Global Centre of Rail Excellence, Land at and surrounding 

Nant Helen Open Cast Coal Site, Powys and Onllwyn Distribution Centre, 
Neath Port Talbot 

 
APPLICATION NUMBER: P2021/0237 
 
I acknowledge receipt your email dated 16th April 2021. 
 
The developer should consider the need to provide adequate water supplies for 
firefighting purposes on the site and general guidance on this matter is given in the 
attached Appendix. 
 
Should you require any further advice or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 
the above named officer. 
  
Yours faithfully 

 
Watch Manager D R Lloyd 
Authorised Fire Safety Inspecting Officer 
On behalf of the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority 
  

Planning Department 
Planning & Public Protection  
The Quays 
Brunel Way 
Baglan Energy Park 
NEATH 
SA11 2GG 
 
FAO:  Steve Ball 
s.ball@npt.gov.uk 
 

Gofynner am/ 
Please ask for: 

Watch Manager Deiniol Rhys 
Lloyd 
  
6615 
  
bregs@mawwfire.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

Rhif Est/Extn. No. 

E-bost/E-mail: 

Fy Nghyf/My Ref: DRL/AK/00328612  

Eich Cyf/Your Ref: P2021/0237 

 
Dyddiad/Date: 5th May 2021 

mailto:s.ball@npt.gov.uk
mailto:bregs@mawwfire.gov.uk


APPENDIX 

 

MID AND WEST WALES FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
 
 

Advice on Water Supplies 
 
 

1. WATER SUPPLIES FOR FIREFIGHTING 
 
The existing output of the statutory water supply network may need to be upgraded in certain 
parts of the local plan area to care for firefighting needs of new developments.  It is 
recommended that this provision be a condition of planning consent. 
 
Access to Open Water Supplies 
 
Where development of water front sites takes place, the need for permanent and 
unobstructed access for firefighting appliances to the water should be made a condition of 
any planning consent. 
 
Consultation must take place with the Fire and Rescue Authority during the earliest planning 
stages of any development to ensure access for fire pumping appliances is satisfactory. 
 
1.1.  HOUSING 
 
Minimum main size 100 millimetres.  Housing developments of units of detached or semi-
detached houses of not more than two floors should have a water supply capable of delivering 
a minimum of eight litres per second through any hydrant on the development. 
 
The Fire and Rescue Authority should be consulted at the outline planning stage of any 
proposed projects to ascertain the exact requirements. 
 
1.2.  TRANSPORTATION 
 
Lorry/Coach Parks - Multi-Storey Car Parks-Service Stations 
 
Minimum main size 100 millimetres.  All of these amenities should have a water supply 
capable of delivering a minimum of 25 litres per second through any hydrant on the 
development or within a vehicular distance of 90 metres from the complex. 
 
1.3.  INDUSTRY 
 
In order that an adequate supply of water is available for use by the Fire and Rescue Authority 
in case of fire, it is recommended that the water supply infrastructure to any commercial 
industrial estate is as follows: 



 

 

Light Industrial/Commercial 
 
Up to one hectare, 20 litres per second -  Minimum Main Size 100 millimetres 
 
Up to two hectares, 35 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres 
 
High Risk Industrial 
 
Up to three hectares 50 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres 
 
Over three hectares, 75 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres 
 
In rural areas it may not be possible to provide sufficient mains water.  To overcome this, static or river 
supplies would be considered on site if they are capable of supplying the above flow rates for at least 
one hour. 
 
The Fire and Rescue Authority should be consulted at the outline planning stage of any proposed 
projects to ascertain the exact requirements, as high risk premises may require a greater flow. 
 
1.4.  SHOPPING, OFFICES, RECREATION AND TOURISM 
 
Commercial developments of this type should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 
20 to 75 litres per second to the development site.  The Fire and Rescue Authority should be consulted 
at the outline planning stage of any proposed projects to ascertain the exact requirements. 
 
1.5.  EDUCATION, HEALTH AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
Village Halls 
 
Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 15 litres per second through any hydrant 
on the development or within a vehicular distance of 100 metres from the complex. 
 
Primary Schools and Single Storey Health Centres 
 
Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 20 litres per second through any hydrant 
on the development or within a vehicular distance of 70 metres from the complex. 
 
Secondary Schools, Colleges, Large Health and Community Facilities 
 
Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 35 litres per second through any hydrant 
on the development or within a vehicular distance of 70 metres from the complex. 

  



 

 

1.6.  DISTANCES BETWEEN FIRE HYDRANTS 
 
The distance between fire hydrants should not exceed the following: 
 
Residential areas   - 200 metres 
 
Industrial Estates   - 150 metres 
 
Town Centre Areas   - 90 metres 
 
Commercial (Offices & Shops) - 100 metres 
 
Residential Hostels   - Adjacent to access 
 
Hotels                 - Adjacent to access 
 
Institutional (Hospitals &  - Adjacent to access 
Old Persons Home) 
 
Old Persons Home   - Adjacent to access 
 
Educational (Schools & Colleges) - Adjacent to access 
 
1.7.  CONCLUSION 
 
Developers should hold joint discussions with the relevant Water Authority or the Environmental 
Agency and the Fire and Rescue Authority to ensure that adequate water supplies are available in case 
of fire. 
 
The Fire and Rescue Authority reserve the right to ask for static water supplies for fire-fighting on site, 
as a condition of planning consent, if the supply infrastructure is inadequate for any given risk. 
 


