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TEXACO PORT TALBOT SERVICE STATION, 
THE PRINCESS MARGARET WAY, PORT TALBOT, SA12 7PE.
DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT 
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Proposed InPost Online Collect Parcel Lockers including parking.
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PLANNING HISTORY
· P1999/0444	- New Jet Wash Installation
  Approved May 1999.

· P2001/0499	 - Internal Refurbishment to Increase Retail Sales Area, Create New
Store within Existing Workshop, New External Parking and General Redecoration Works.                                                           
Approved June 2001.

· P2001/0979	- Rebuilding Existing Side Walls ………, New External Parking Provision
		   Relocation of Existing Car Wash and Raising Forecourt Canopy.			   Approved November 2001.

· P2002/0164	- Installation of ATM.
  Approved March 2002.

· P2001/1437	- Illuminated Canopy and Building Fascia
  Approved April 2002.

· P2003/0644	- Double-sided Free-Standing Advertising Display Unit
  Refused June 2003.

· P2006/0236	- Replacement ATM
  Approved March 2006.

· P2007/1081	- 24 Hour Opening
  Refused September 2007.

· P007/1144	- Change of Use of Par of Car Park to Car Sales.
  Refused October 2007.

The application site is an area of land to the north east of the petrol filling station (PFS), lying within the curtilage of the PFS.
The PFS predominantly faces onto Western Avenue, adjoining on the north side the first of a row of semi-detached properties.  Land use served by Western Avenue is mainly residential.  The PFS is served by an access off Western Avenue and from the opposite side, off The Princess Margaret Way.  Land use served by The Princess Margaret Way is mainly commercial, running as it does parallel to the seafront.
The PFS sits at the apex of the two roads, facing onto the grassed roundabout, at the intersection of Western Avenue and Dalton Road with The Princess Margaret Way.
Views become more apparent from the converging roads when closer to the roundabout, more so from the overhead canopy fascia advertising.  From the closer vantage it is read more as an open car park with a small fuel forecourt on the side.  As such it is considered that the application site makes a neutral contribution to the character and appearance of the local area.

CLICK AND COLLECT LOCKERS
The proposal seeks the retention of the installed Click and Collect lockers which can benefit from ‘permitted development rights’ in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 7, Class C Click and Collect facilities of Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Redevelopment) (England) Order 2015 subject to certain criteria.
Notwithstanding, the In Post click and collect lockers have already been installed as a result of confusion arising from misinterpretation of the above permitted development rights.
An assessment of the installation confirms the context to be that of the existing Texaco Petrol Filling Station benefitting from permitted development rights and providing existing customer parking.  There are residential properties local to the site.  Considering the social context of the site existing residential, commercial and other businesses are established locally to the site and within short walking distance.  It is considered that in the existing context, as an established Petrol Filling Station the installation will have no adverse effect on the occupants of these properties.  Economic benefits of the installation are established by the current use.
The InPost lockers are to facilitate local demand of the current and rapidly growing online shopping trend.
The existing building has a total footprint of 300 sq. m., the installation of the In Post lockers create no additional floor space.
In terms of layout and scale, these are dictated by the use and how they connect to the existing building.
The design works with the immediate physical environment of the existing building.
The lockers have been installed to the side of the building in the vicinity of customers entering the petrol filling station as well as those collecting or delivering orders.
It is considered the installation will have no impact on the existing vehicular access arrangements to or from the site.  Hard landscaping exists having been set by the layout of the established petrol filling station.
This installation plays a role in supporting strong and vibrant communities, achieved by improving quality of the existing site and introducing an improvement to the conditions and operational context of the site.
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