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1. I agree the tree is healthy and support that a TPO was put on it – many of the trees at the rear of Princess Drive, Bryncoch have TPOs. However, the TPO was put on the trees when the houses were built 20 years ago. I moved in ten years ago. 
1. Numbers 1-4 were constructed with larger front gardens and smaller rear gardens. The rest of the street have larger back gardens. This was an acceptable choice we made when purchasing the house.
1. After ten years of living here the growth of the Sycamore has been substantial, along with an Oak and an additional Oak than overhangs our garden from number 4.
1. We made the decision and gained planning to have the removal of 4 lower branches and crown lift to 7m to the Sycamore in 2016
1. This work was carried out by Dean from Arborum Ltd. He advised us then that by removing lower branches and lifting the crown you are in effect giving the tree additional growth potential. However, we continued with this due to lack of light and the effect it was having on our well-being.
1. We do not want to follow that route again as it has proved ineffective.
 
 
**Please see sketch map of the location of the tree (document 7)**
 
The two problems:-
 
1. Lack of natural light in the garden and house
1. The tree canopies are blocking all sunlight from the house and garden from sunrise to approx.3.00p.m. with the Sycamore being the main cause of the problem (see doc 1 for a diary of light in the garden/May 20th 2020, this best demonstrates that we receive no sunlight all day) (see doc 6 for images of the Sycamore tree)
1. The Sycamore canopy stretches over to the house (see doc. 2 for view from the skylight windows)
1. We bought the house knowing it had a north facing garden and that sunlight would be there in the morning, this is no longer the case at all. 
1. When it rains the trees form a canopy cover over the garden where only a small exposed area gets wet (see doc 3 – rainy day)
1. The double trunk is just over 5 metres from the house. Implications for insurance – The Association for British Insurers states that the normal mature height of a Sycamore is 24m with a 17m safe distance from a house.
 
1. Bird droppings over garden, people and house
1. For the past four years Magpies have been nesting in trees in a neighbour’s garden (never in ours)
1. The number of Magpies is increasing year on year
1. I spoke to Dean from Arborum Ltd who informed me the extended family return each year to support with nest building
1. The magpies, and now more recently wood pigeons too, are sitting in the Sycamore canopy which overhangs most of our garden area where we can sit (we have a small garden area  - 3.5m X 7.5m)
1. Our garden, garden furniture, washing, windows and at times family members are covered in droppings (see doc 4)
1. I paid £13 for the back windows to be cleared of droppings on 18th May for it to covered again on 19th May (see doc 5)
1. My washing has also been covered in droppings many times to the extent that I have had to purchase a moveable washing line to move when the birds are there
1. When the birds are in the trees branches fall off onto the garden and at times onto  family members too
 
I fully support and understand the need of biodiversity. I have been Eco-Coordinator for 12 years in my school, leading us to gain the platinum Eco School flag. Matthew Bunt Eco-schools co-ordinator for NPT would vouch for my genuine commitment to the cause. I have also forged strong links with Bryncoch Environment Group through Eco Schools.
 
In effect, I have carried out a survey of the trees in the lane to the rear of Princess Drive. I found there would be still 10 established Sycamore Trees remaining, stretching the length of the lane if mine was removed, as well as numerous Sessile Oaks and Ash. There are also many in the woods opposite my house.
 
I ask that you give this application fair consideration based on our individual situation. I am not taking the removal of this tree lightly but it is having a genuine impact on the well-being of my family.
 
