Celtic Energy Nant Helen Complimentary Restoration Works
Breeding Bird Survey Report; 2019
Table 3.  Results summary — breeding species
Approximate Number of Breeding Pairs
Species BTO Code | Conservation Status
Transect 1 | Transect 2 | Transect 3 | Transect 4 | Transect 5 | TOTAL
Greater Canada Goose Branta canadensis CG - - 1 1 - - 2
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos MA BoCCW3 Amber - - 1 - - 1
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo BZ - 1 - - 1 - 2
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus L. BOCC:;/?’ Red - 2 - - - 1
Curlew Numenius arquata CU BOCC:;/?’ Red - - 1 - - 1
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus WP - - - 1 - - 1
Collard Dove Streptopelia decaocto CD - - - 1 - 1
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus CK BOCC:;/?’ Red 3 - - 2 3 8
Nightjar’ Caprimulgus europaeus NJ BoCCW3 Amber - - - 1 - 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major GS 1 - - 1 2 4
Jay Garrulus glandarius J. - - - 1 - 1
Magpie Pica pica MG - - - 1 - - 1
Jackdaw Corvus monedula JD - - - 20 - - 20
Carrion Crow Corvus corone C. - - 1 1 - - 2
Raven Corvus corax RN - - 1 - - - 1
Goldcrest Regulus regulus GC BoCCW3 Amber 4 - - 2 - 6
Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus BT - 16 - 2 2 6 26
Great Tit Parus major GT - 7 - 2 1 4 14
Coal Tit Periparus ater CT 2 6 1 1 1 12
Skylark Alauda arvensis S. BOCC“@ Amber 8 43 15 16 57 139
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus LT BoCCW3 Amber - - 2 - - 2
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita CC 6 - 4 3 - 13

7 Identified during nocturnal bat surveys.
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Approximate Number of Breeding Pairs
Species BTO Code | Conservation Status
Transect 1 | Transect 2 | Transect 3 | Transect 4 | Transect 5 | TOTAL
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus WW BoCCW3 Red 25 24 21 16 23 109
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla BC 22 - 15 3 2 42
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin GW - - - - 8
Whitethroat Sylvia communis WH BoCCW3 Red 1 2 1 7 - 11
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia GH BoCCW3 Red 2 - 4 9 17 34
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus SW - 4 5 2 - 11
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes WR - 45 8 27 9 20 109
Starling Sturnus vulgaris SG BOCC:;/?’ Red - - - - 1 1
Blackbird Turdus merula B. - 12 2 5 3 7 29
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ST BOCC“@ Amber 9 4 4 5 1 23
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus M. BoCCW3 Amber 1 1 - - 1 2
Robin Erithacus rubecula R. - 23 - 12 3 2 40
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus RT 1 - - - 3 4
Stonechat Saxicola rubicola SC - - 15 2 12 20 49
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe W. - 8 - 1 9
Dunnock Prunella modularis D. S7 3 - 1 - 1 5
House Sparrow Passer domesticus HS BOCC“@ Amber - - 5 - - 5
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba PW - - 4 4 - 1 9
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea GL BoCCW3 Amber - - - 1 - 1
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis TP BOCC“@ Amber 1 1 - 1 - 3
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis MP BoCCW3 Amber 8 27 14 42 48 139
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs CH - 23 4 13 6 4 50
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula BF BOCC:;/?) Red - - 4 2 - 6
Linnet Linaria cannabina LI BOCC:;/?) Red - 3 2 2 - 7
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Approximate Number of Breeding Pairs
Species BTO Code | Conservation Status
Transect 1 | Transect 2 | Transect 3 | Transect 4 | Transect 5 | TOTAL
Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret LR BOCC“@ Amber - 3 5 6 - 14
Crossbill CR Sl 2 - - 1 - 3
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis GO - 2 - 6 2 10
Siskin Spinus spinus SK 5 - - 2 1 8
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Y. BOCC:Z’?’ Red - - - - 1 1
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus RB BOCC“@ Amber - 5 8 10 9 32
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Table 4.  Results summary — non-breeding species

Notes
Species Conservation
P Status
Goosander Mergus ) 29/04/19 — Adult female flew over southeast
merganser
10/05/19 — Adult foraging in north of Study Area
11/05/19 — Adult foraging in south of the Study Area
Red Kite Milvus BoCCW3 12/06/19 — adult foraging on the north of the Study
milvis Amber Area

S1 No evidence of breeding within the Study Areaor
adjacent areas. Anecdotally, (farmer, pers comm.),
breeding in valley to the north of the site.

24/04/19 - One adult in flight over the Study Area and
15 foraging in pasture.

Lesser Black-backed BoCCW3

Gull Larus fuscus Amber 09/05/19 — Two in flight over centre of Study Area
BoCCW3 23/04/19 — Two adults in flight over the Study Area
Herring Gull Larus Red 24/04/19 - Six adults in flight and 75 foraging within
argentatus $7 pasture in the east of the Study Area
09/05/19 — one in flight over Study Area

Kestrel Falco BoCCW3 09/05/19 — Adult female foraging in centre of Study

. Red Area
tinnunculus $7
Hobby Falco S 24/06/19 — Adult in flight in the south of the Study
subbuteo Area

S 24/04/19 — two in flight in the east of the Study Area

Sgnd M artin Riparia - 10/05/19 - ten in flight in the east of the Study Area
riparia
Swallow Hirundo Recorded during each survey foraging over the Study
rustica ) Area
House Martin 24/04/19 — five in flight in the south of the Study Area
Delichon urbicum )
Rook Corvus Logged during each survey foraging within pasture in
frugilegus ) the north and east of the Study Area

5.2 Goshawk Survey

There were no observations of Goshawk during the targeted surveys, and this
species is consequently considered absent from the Study Area and 1km buffer
zone.

The sole observations during the survey period related to birds seen on 9 July and
23 July during Honey-buzzard surveys. Both observations were in excess of 4km
from the site.

5.3 Honey-buzzard Survey

There was no evidence of breeding Honey-buzzard within the Study Area or 2km
buffer zone. Throughout the survey period, there were only two distant Honey-
buzzard sightings, both in excess of 4km from the site.

The nearest known nest site in this well studied area is approximately 4.5 km from
the site.
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6 Summary

A suite of breeding bird surveys to inform the proposed complimentary
restoration works at Nant Helen was completed during 2019. These surveys
included a CBC survey and targeted Goshawk and Honey-buzzard surveys.

During CBC surveys all species observed or heard were recorded. A total 62
species were logged, of which 52 species were considered to have bred within the
Study Area. Of these species ten are included on the BoOCCW 3 Red list, 13 on the
BoCCW 3 Amber list with 14 being included on Section 7 of the Environment
(Wales) Act 2016. One species (Common Crossbill) that is included on Schedule
1 of the Wildlife and Country 1981 (as amended) bred within the survey area.

No territories of Goshawk or Honey-buzzard were present within the Study Area
or relevant buffers. A number of observations of Red Kite occurred during the
survey period, although no evidence of breeding within the Study Area was noted.
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Figures

Figure 1 Study Area
Figure 2 Transect Details
Figure 3 Drawings 1-15: BBS Results for Species of Conservation Significance

Figure 4 Drawings 1-60: BBS Results for all Species
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