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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 This scheme of biodiversity enhancement measures has been prepared by Tyler Grange on behalf 

of ALDI Stores Ltd in respect of a proposed new store off Neath Abbey Road, Neath, herein referred 
to as the ‘site’. 
 

1.2 A detailed planning application for the demolition of an existing building and construction of a new 
ALDI store with associated infrastructure and landscaping at the site was submitted to Neath Port 
Talbot Council (planning ref: P2019/5304)..Comments have subsequently been received by the 
Biodiversity Implementation Officer dated 27th January 2020 which have recommended that further 
information is required as follows: 
 
“Details of biodiversity enhancement measures in line with Planning Policy Wales 10 and section 6 
of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.”  
 

1.3 This scheme therefore sets out measures which will be implemented at the site to provide ecological 
and biodiversity benefit. As the site was previously predominantly built form the application was 
supported by a Bat Survey and Assessment (Tyler Grange, 2019).  
 

1.4 Measures to create new areas of biodiversity importance within the scheme include the provision of 
wildflower grassland, native shrub and native tree planting. Furthermore, specific management 
prescriptions will be implemented to enhance the ecological importance of the newly created habitats 
and to maximise opportunities for wildlife.  

 
2.0 Existing Baseline  

 
Habitats 

 
2.1 The site is dominated by hardstanding, close-mown grassland and a single, small building. Along the 

western boundary of the site are a line of cypress trees and birch. Outside of the site, there are 
industrial buildings to the south and west, with residential housing to the east.   
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Figure 1: Aerial photograph. 

 
 
Protected Species 
 

2.2 The site offers limited potential for protected and notable species. The conclusions of the bat report 
were that no evidence or potential for bats was identified within the current building on site. It was 
concluded that demolition would not affect bats and due to the sub-optimal nature of the habitats and 
surroundings for bats, along with the ambient light levels at night, no enhancements (e.g. bat boxes) 
were recommended. 
 

3.0 Enhancement Strategy 
 

3.1 The proposed development has been designed to include opportunities for wildlife and retain and 
protect the mature trees, which are the only important feature present. The enhancement measures 
which have been incorporated into the soft landscaping of the site include native shrub, trees and 
new native wildflower meadow. In addition, the proposed ornamental planting would provide food 
sources for a variety of invertebrates and birds.   
 

3.2 The creation of habitats at the site will mitigate for the loss of amenity grassland, providing a habitat 
which is more botanically diverse than existing and increasing biodiversity (see Table 3.1 for species 
mix). This habitat will be managed to provide a habitat with a diverse structure that will benefit a 
range of species including invertebrates and birds.  
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Emorsgate EH1 – Hedgerow meadow mixture 

%  Latin name  Common name  
0.5 Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
1.2 Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony 
2.5 Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard 
1 Betonica officinalis - (Stachys officinalis) Betony 
2 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed 
0.4 Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil 
0.6 Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 
1 Galium album - (Galium mollugo) Hedge Bedstraw 
1.5 Geum urbanum Wood Avens 
1 Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's Wort 
0.5 Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy 
1 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 
1 Primula veris Cowslip 
1 Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 
2 Silene dioica Red Campion 
2 Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley 
0.4 Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 
0.4 Vicia sativa ssp. segetalis Common Vetch 
20   

Grasses  
%  Latin name  Common name  
10 Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 
2 Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass (w) 
7 Brachypodium sylvaticum False Brome (w) 
20 Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dogstail 
1 Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass (w) 
28 Festuca rubra Slender-creeping Red-

fescue 
12 Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass 
80        

Table 3.1. Emorsgate EH1 – ‘Hedgerow Meadow Mixture’.   
 

3.3 The new native scrub planting be managed to create dense vegetation to benefit wildlife, such as 
invertebrates and nesting birds (see Appendix 1 for species mix). This habitat is being created along 
the eastern boundary of the site and links to the wildflower grassland that is also being created.  

 
3.4 New tree planting, including native species and those of known wildlife benefit, will be provided along 

the boundaries of the site and within the central areas of the car park creating a net gain in trees, 
increasing species diversity, and therefore providing enhanced opportunities for wildlife, such as 
invertebrates and birds (see Appendix 1 for species mix).  

 
3.5 In addition to the above, areas of amenity planting (shrub and grassland), some of which will include 

species which produce berries providing additional food sources for birds, will also take place across 
the site (see Appendix 1). This new planting will further assist with increasing biodiversity and 
providing additional benefits for wildlife including invertebrates. 

 
3.6 Newly created and retained habitats will be managed to maximise the biodiversity value of the 

habitats and opportunities for wildlife. Further detail is provided in the work schedule provided in 
Section 4 and include: 
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• Trees and scrub managed annually as necessary and outside of the breeding bird season to 

prevent encroachment of this habitat; and 
• Wildflower grassland managed as per the requirements set out on the landscape specifications 

in Appendix 1. 
 

3.7 In addition to the habitat enhancement measures detailed above, to provide a further enhancement 
for birds, four nesting boxes including four woodstone Alicante boxes (Vivaro Pro) or similar suitable 
for robins, blackbirds, wrens and similar garden species. These would be installed on retained trees 
along the western boundary of the site.  
 

4.0 Work Schedule   
 

4.1 The prescribed management actions, including implementation timetable and responsibilities, are set 
out in table form over the page. 
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Ecology Management Prescriptions and Timetable  
 
Prescription Rationale for Habitat 

Creation/ Management 
Management Tasks Timing Responsibility 

New tree and scrub 
planting 
 

Trees and scrub to be planted, 
increasing biodiversity, as well 
as nesting and foraging habitat 
creating a further ecological 
enhancement. 
 

New trees to be planted, including native 
species and those species of known value to 
wildlife (as illustrated in Appendix 1).  
 
 

Prior to the occupation of 
the store where 
practicable or in the next 
planting season following 
occupation. 

Landscape Contractor  

 
All new trees within the site will be monitored 
for 12 months with any trees that die, become 
seriously damaged or diseased to be replaced. 
 
 
 
 

 
Allow for the use of 
container grown stock 
during the period 1 April 
to 31 October, and field 
grown stock from 1 
November to 31 March. 
 

Management of new trees will be undertaken 
as required with trees allowed to grow naturally 
to maximise their landscape screening.  
 

If necessary, between 
March and August, 
checks for nesting birds 
by an ecologist required. 
 

Wildflower Hedgerow 
grassland creation   

Creation of native hedgerow 
meadow will increase 
biodiversity, compensate for 
the loss of grassland and 
increase foraging 
opportunities for wildlife 
such as birds and 
invertebrates.  
  
  

Topsoil stripping / deposition.   
  
Imported subsoil to be certified in 
accordance with BS8601:2013. Storage, 
handling and placement of topsoil should 
comply with BS8601:2013 and 
BS3882:2015. Siubsoil and topsoil to be 
loose filled in layers of 300mm and lightly 
consolidated.  

Prior to the occupation 
of the store where 
practicable or in the 
next planting season 
following occupation. 
 
 
 

 

Landscape Contractor 
to sow seed – 
thereafter Landscape 
Contractor 
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Ecology Management Prescriptions and Timetable  
 
Prescription Rationale for Habitat 

Creation/ Management 
Management Tasks Timing Responsibility 

  
  

  

Sowing   
Sow the Emorsgate EH1 – Hedgerow 
meadow mixture (see Appendix 1).  
  
 
 

Autumn or spring but 
can be sown at other 
times of the year if 
there is sufficient 
warmth and moisture.  

Cutting (First Year)   
Cut to 40-60mm if there is sufficient 
material.  
 

 Regularly throughout 
the first year 
   

Maintenance thereafter:   
Single annual cut to 50mm to remove 
excess grass.   
Leave the hay to dry for 1-7 days then 
remove.   

July/August 
  

  

Provision of bird nesting 
opportunities. 

To provide additional nesting 
opportunities and to create an 
ecological enhancement post-
development and to attract 
species not currently identified 
as nesting on site. 

 

Four bird nesting boxes will be installed on 
retained trees along the western boundary of 
the site within suitable habitat. 
 
 

During construction 
phase. 
 

 

Developer, advised as 
necessary by 
Ecologist. 

Monitor new planting To ensure the success of 
the new planting and 
associated ecological 
benefits.  

All new planting within the site will be 
monitored for a 12 month period following 
completion of the development and any 
trees or plants that die, become seriously 
damaged or diseased will be removed and 
replaced in the next planting season with 

At monthly intervals 
throughout the first 
year.  

Landscape Contractor 
to undertake works – 
advised as necessary 
by Ecologist and 
Arboriculturalist. 
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Ecology Management Prescriptions and Timetable  
 
Prescription Rationale for Habitat 

Creation/ Management 
Management Tasks Timing Responsibility 

other trees or plants of a similar size and 
species as those originally planted. 
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5.0 Summary and Conclusions  
 
5.1 The implementation of the new habitat creation, habitat enhancement and management prescriptions 

detailed above would provide new features which would deliver a biodiversity enhancement post-
development. Overall these measures will provide additional habitats and foraging opportunities for 
wildlife, increase biodiversity and opportunities for a range of protected and priority species. As such, 
the above strategy would be in conformity with Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 and section 6 of the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and could be controlled by a condition to the planning approval. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contents of this report are valid at the time of writing.  Tyler Grange shall not be liable for any use of this report 
other than for the purposes for which it was produced.  Owing to the dynamic nature of ecological, landscape, and 
arboricultural resources, if more than twelve months have elapsed since the date of this report, further advice must be 
taken before you rely on the contents of this report.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Tyler Grange Terms & 
Conditions, Tyler Grange shall not be liable for any losses (howsoever incurred) arising as a result of reliance by the 
client or any third party on this report more than 12 months after the date of this report. 
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6.0 Appendix 1: Landscape Plan 
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Hedging: [4/m dbl staggered row]
150 No.Photinia fraseri 'Red Robin'3L

with underplanting to edges:
150 No.Geranium macro. 'Bevan's Variety'2L

Hedging: [4/m dbl staggered row]
216 No.Photinia fraseri 'Red Robin'3L

with underplanting to hard edges:
150 No.Geranium macro. 'Bevan's Variety'2L

1 No. Tilia cordata 'Green Spire'14-16cm

4 No. Acer campestre 'Streetwise'14-16cm

1 No. Tilia cordata 'Green Spire'14-16cm

3 No.Prunus 'Sunset Boulevard'14-16cm

3 No.Malus trilobata14-16cm

3 No.Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer'14-16cm

1 No.Liquidamber styraciflua 'Slender Silhouette'14-16cm

1 No.Liquidamber styraciflua 'Slender Silhouette'14-16cm

Conservation Grass Seed -
Emorsgate EH1 Hedgerow Mixture

3 No.Phormium 'Sundowner'10L

2 No.Phormium 'Sundowner'10L

3 No.Phormium 'Evening Glow'10L
5 No.Phormium 'Evening Glow'10L

1 No.Phormium 'Sundowner'10L

1 No.Phormium 'Sundowner'10L

T4

T5
T6

T1
9

T2
0

T2
2

T2
3

T2
7

T2
8

T2
9T3

0T3
1

H1

1 No. Tilia cordata 'Green Spire'14-16cm

1 No. Tilia cordata 'Green Spire'14-16cm

22 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L
10 No. Viburnum opulus 'Compactum'2L

24 No.Photinia fraseri 'Red Robin'2L

25 No.Cornus alba 'Siberica Variegata'2L

43 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

13 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

41 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

22 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L

59 No.Pyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'2L
24 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

25 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

27 No.Hebe 'Sutherlandii'2L

58 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

16 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L
16 No.Sarcococca confusa2L

28 No.Pyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'2L

51 No.Pyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'2L
24 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L
28 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

28 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

43 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

39 No.Lonicera nitida 'May Green'2L

22 No.Hebe 'Sutherlandii'2L

18 No.Skimmia japonica 'Veitchii'2L

26 No.Ceanothus 'Blue Mound'2L

46 No.Hebe 'Sutherlandii'2L

21 No.Brachyglottis 'Sunshine'2L

19 No.Ceanothus 'Blue Mound'2L

19 No.Cornus alba 'Siberica Variegata'2L
23 No.Skimmia japonica 'Veitchii'2L

25 No.Brachyglottis 'Sunshine'2L

8 No.Cornus alba 'Siberica Variegata'2L

33 No.Cornus alba 'Siberica Variegata'2L

26 No.Prunus laurocerasus 'Otto Luyken'2L

15 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L

18 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L

20 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

19 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L
16 No.Skimmia japonica 'Veitchii'2L

33 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L

29 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L

27 No.Pyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'2L

24 No.Pyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'2L

22 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

18 No.Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'2L

15 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L

16 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L

21 No.Skimmia japonica 'Veitchii'2L

39 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L

36 No.Lonicera nitida 'May Green'2L

30 No.Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'2L

49 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L

23 No. Viburnum opulus 'Compactum'2L

27 No.Ceanothus 'Blue Mound'2L

16 No.Crocosmia 'Emberglow'2L

14 No.Crocosmia 'Emberglow'2L

15 No.Crocosmia 'Emberglow'2L

30 No.Cornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'2L 49 No.Sarcococca confusa2L

40 No.Lonicera nitida 'May Green'2L
52 No.Prunus laurocerasus 'Otto Luyken'2L

Native Shrub Mix
9 No.Cornus sanguinea20%
9 No.Corylus avellana20%

17 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
9 No. Viburnum opulus 20%

[1/m2 in species groups of 3-5no.]

Native Shrub Mix
10 No.Cornus sanguinea20%
10 No.Corylus avellana20%
20 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
10 No. Viburnum opulus 20%

[1/m2 in species groups of 3-5no.]

13 No.Crocosmia 'Emberglow'2L

16 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

38 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

18 No.Berberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'2L

Grass Seed Mix (or equivilant turf)-
Conservation Grass - Emorsgate EH1 Hedgerow Mixture. Sowing rate: 4.00 g/m2

19 No.1/m²1+1 :80-100cm high :BR :20%80-100cmViburnum opulus
37 No.1/m²1+1 :80-100cm high :BR :40%80-100cmCrataegus monogyna
19 No.1/m²1+1 :80-100cm high :BR :20%80-100cmCorylus avellana
19 No.1/m²1+1 :80-100cm high :BR :20%80-100cmCornus sanguinea
NumberDensityHeightSpecies

Native Copse Mix - Shrubs

300 No.No.2LGeranium macro. 'Bevan's Variety'
58 No.6/m²2LCrocosmia 'Emberglow'
NumberDensityPot SizeSpecies

Herbaceous

33 No.3/m²30-40cm2LViburnum opulus 'Compactum'
78 No.3/m²20-30cm2LSkimmia japonica 'Veitchii'
65 No.4/m²20-30cm2LSarcococca confusa
189 No.3/m²30-40cm2LPyracantha coccinea 'Red Cushion'
78 No.4/m²30-40cm2LPrunus laurocerasus 'Otto Luyken'
366 No.4/mBushy hedging60-80cm3LPhotinia fraseri 'Red Robin'
24 No.2/m²40-60cm2LPhotinia fraseri 'Red Robin'
7 No.Counted60-80cm10LPhormium 'Sundowner'
8 No.Counted60-80cm10LPhormium 'Evening Glow'
155 No.4/m²20-30cm2LOsmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki'
115 No.3/m²30-40cm2LLonicera nitida 'May Green'
95 No.5/m²20-30cm2LHebe 'Sutherlandii'
167 No.5/m²20-30cm2LEuonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety'
170 No.4/m²30-40cm2LCornus stolonifera 'Kelseyi'
85 No.3/m²40-60cm2LCornus alba 'Siberica Variegata'
72 No.3/m²30-40cm2LCeanothus 'Blue Mound'
46 No.4/m²30-40cm2LBrachyglottis 'Sunshine'
320 No.4/m²30-40cm2LBerberis frikartii 'Amstelveen'
NumberDensityHeightPot SizeSpecies

Shrubs and Hedging

4 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmTilia cordata 'Green Spire'
3 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmPyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer'
3 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmPrunus 'Sunset Boulevard'
3 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmMalus trilobata
2 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmLiquidamber styraciflua 'Slender Silhouette'
4 No.EHS425-600cm14-16cmAcer campestre 'Streetwise'
NumberHeightGirthSpecies

Trees
PLANT SCHEDULE

KEY

Proposed Tree Planting

Proposed Ornamental Shrub Planting

Existing Tree Retained
refer to Bosky Trees arboricultural reports

Proposed  Hedge Planting

Proposed Native Shrub Planting

Proposed Conservation Grass Seeding

Proposed Root Barrier
indicative locations - to Engineer's
requirements

LANDSCAPE IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME:

All landscape / planting works to be completed by the end of the first recognised planting

season following completion of the main works. Should planting works be brought forward (eg

to coincide with store opening) then all plants to be containerised and aftercare operations and

frequency increased accordingly to ensure successful establishment.

PLANTING NOTES

All plant material is to conform to BS3936 and the HTA 'National Plant Specification'. All native

plants are to be of local provenance.

PLANTING METHODOLOGY

Delivery and handling of all plant material to be in accordance with CPSE 'Handling and

establishment of Landscape Plants 1996', and best practice.

Planting, seeding and turfing operations are to be carried out to the appropriate clauses of

BS4428.

All plants shall be watered in to field capacity immediately after planting.

WEED CLEARANCE

Areas to be planted shall be cleared of any grass and weed growth physically and/or

chemically with a translocated herbicide (glyphosate based) prior to cultivation operations. If

necessary any further grass and weed growth shall be eradicated physically and/or chemically

with a translocated herbicide.  More than one application may be necessary to ensure

eradication.  Extreme care is to be taken whilst spraying herbicide near to existing trees and

hedges. All roots of perennial weeds shall be removed.

SUBSOIL & TOPSOIL

Imported subsoil to be certified in accordance with BS8601:2013.

Imported topsoil to be certified in accordance with BS3882:2015 - General Purpose Grade.

Site won soils to be tested in accordance with BS8601:2013 and BS3882:2015 for

contamination. Submit certification / test result to the Project Manager & Landscape Architect &

obtain approval prior to the delivery of any imported topsoil or subsoil.

Should site won topsoil not be in accordance with BS3882:2015 'General Purpose' (but is free

from contamination and phytotoxic elements), amelioration and enrichment to be in accordance

with Soil Scientist's analysis.

Where existing subsoil is poorly drained or poorly aerated, existing subsoil is to be excavated

and replaced with 600mm depth of imported multipurpose subsoil.

Storage, handling and placement to accord with BS8601:2013 and BS3882:2015. Should

storage on site be necessary, topsoil to be stored in stockpiles no higher than 1.2m. Topsoil

only to be handled when dry and friable. Subsoil and topsoil to be loose filled in layers of

300mm and lightly consolidated. Interface between subsoil and topsoil to be keyed in.

Planting areas - Generally 300mm depth topsoil, incorporating 100mm depth of BSI PAS 100

compost during final cultivation along with slow release general fertilizer applied at

manufacturers recommended rates, over 300mm subsoil.

Tree pits to provide 20m3 Root Available Soil Volume consisting of 300mm depth of topsoil

over 600mm depth of subsoil. (Tree pit sizes generally 4.75m x 4.75m x 900mm deep).

NATIVE PLANTING

All plants to be pit planted, with bio-degradeable spiral guards.

TREE PLANTING

14-16cm girth trees container grown in Air-Pots, min 200cm clear stem.

Double short stakes, untreated softwood, secured using bio-degradable ties (eg hessian

'Naturetie').

Trees in car park and those adjacent to hard surfaces and drainage/service runs to be planted

with root deflectors or root barriers (eg ReRoot 600)

Trees in car park to be fitted with irrigation / aeration tube (eg Greenleaf  'RootRain Civic'

60mm dia). Tree impact protection to architects details.

All trees to have a clear 1 metre diameter mulch bed.

MULCH

On completion of planting all trees, shrubs and hedges are to have a 50mm depth application

of 15-65mm grade composted shredded bark mulch.

CONSERVATION GRASS

Preparation, seeding and establishment to Emorsgate recommendations.

WATERING & MAINTENANCE

Post planting aftercare is to be in accordance with the Landscape Maintenance and

Management Plan document.

All planting and grassing is to be watered and maintained up to Practical Completion and for a

period of 12 months from that date. Any plant or area of turf which dies, or is not thriving during

this period is to be replaced.

ALDI Store, Neath Abbey Road - Soft Landscape Proposals
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