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1. Introduction
After a number of wind events and tree failures within an area of woodland at Gellinudd Hospital, an instruction was received to undertake a basic tree safety inspection of all trees within this area and make, where required, recommendations for works.
A tree safety survey was undertaken in January 2015. Within this report it was recommended that once works recommended within that report had been undertaken, that the site should be monitored for storm damage that may occur as a result.
With the exception of a small area to the north east of the site which consists primarily of oak, many of the trees within this woodland are even aged, multi-stem goat willow, which by nature have a tendency to fail due to poor structural form or as a result of dysfunction and decay, and ash trees.
The removal of trees deemed as an immediate hazard in the previous report has, in some instances opened other trees to the potential for storm damage.
The removal of goat willow to ground level (coppicing) will result in regrowth. The incidentally staged coppicing of willow on this site following tree safety surveys will result in an uneven aged stand – this, where any future management may be undertaken will help to ensure that continuous tree cover can me maintained without the loss of a large number of trees at any one time.
Other trees that have been noted within this report are Ash. Unfortunately the extent of ash dieback has had an impact on many of the trees within the woodland and as a result are of a poor physiological condition.


2. Key Objectives

· Identify trees hazardous to life or property.
· [bookmark: __DdeLink__104_1311799669]Provide recommendations for management and works needed to reduce the risk of damage to life or property.


3.  Methodology

3.1 Site Inspection
On Mon. 9th 0f September 2015, Dean Osell undertook a visual tree assessment on all ‘significant’ trees (those with a diameter greater than 20cm at a height of 1.5m from ground level, within the woodland area (only).
The inspection was conducted using maps previously provided by Hafan and NPTCBC.
Trees that were assessed to present risk due to signs of weakness through their growing characteristics and/or decay were given an arbitrary number (for example T1) and marked on a map by hand, without the aid of gps, alongside recommendations to reduce the risk they may present.
These recommendations can be seen within the table ‘schedule of works’, and used for the purpose of an application to undertake works within a woodland subject to a tree preservation order.




3.2 Survey Map
The tree safety survey map shows the approximate location of the trees that were assessed as requiring remedial work due to specific issues.
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4. Tree details & Recommendations
The tree details and recommendations are all provided in the table below:
	Number
	Sp.
	Details
	Work proposed

	T1
	Willow
	Small willow, poor growth habit, touching gable end of neighbouring house.
	Coppice.

	T2
	Willow
	Twin stem willow, failed, fallen, hung up.
	Coppice.

	T3
	Willow
	Root plate lifted, tree leaning - making safe of T2 will leave this tree exposed and will result in failure.
	Coppice.

	T4
	Ash
	Extensive ash dieback.
	Remove to ground level.

	T5
	Willow
	Multi stem at 1.5m, extensive dysfunction, decay, poor physiological and structural condition
	Coppice.

	T6
	Willow
	Large tree, failed within woodland, root-plate lifted.
	Tidy branch-wood etc, leaving stem as deadwood habitat.

	T7
	Ash
	Ash dieback, failed limbs, remove to ground level.
	Remove to ground level.

	T8
	Willow
	Large multi-stem tree, compression unions present, some self-bracing in lower canopy, phototropic, end weighted stems with potential for failure present
	Retain tree, remove 1x lower lateral growing in direction marked.

	T9
	Oak
	small tree, one lower lateral extending over carpark
	Prune one lower lateral branch to remove overhang.

	T10
	Ash
	significant state of ash dieback
	Remove to ground level.

	G1
	Ash
	Group of approx. 7 ash with extensive ash dieback.
	Remove to ground level.

	G2
	Ash
	Young Ash trees, severe ash dieback
	Remove to ground level.

	G3
	Ash
	Young Ash trees, severe ash dieback
	Remove to ground level.



All tree work should be carried out in accordance with BS3998:2010, Tree Work Recommendations.











[bookmark: _GoBack]
5. Caveat Emptor:
The findings of this report are limited by the methodology of the survey - the recommendations of this survey have been made on the basis of a visual tree inspection. No decay detection equipment was used to establish issues that were not visible to the naked eye. The roots of trees were not inspected below ground level.
The report reflects the trees as found on the day of inspection, as seen from ground level. Any changes to the conditions of the site or the impact of any storm event may alter the findings of this report.
No architect’s drawings, planning applications, consents or drainage plans were made available. It is possible that the contents of such documents may directly affect the findings and recommendations of the report. 
No soil samples were taken for laboratory analysis.
The inspection period to which this report applies is two months from the day of this report.

Tree Preservation Orders:
T.P.O.s are present on the site and anyone undertaking work on any of the trees within the site should make the relevant application to the planning authority.
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