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Dear Carl,
Biodiversity Enhancements, LIysWern 3, Caewern, Neath

A letter from the Welsh Government Chief Planning Officer to Local Planning
Authorities (dated 23 October 2019) provides clarification on the Welsh Governments
approach to Paragraph 6.4.5 of Planning Policy Wales 10 which sets out that “planning
authorities must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their
functions. This means that development should not cause any significant loss of habitats
or populations of species, locally or nationally and must provide a net benefit for
biodiversity”.

The purpose of this letter was to clarify that in light of the legislation and Welsh
Government policy outlined above, where biodiversity enhancement is not proposed as
part of an application, significant weight will be given to its absence, and unless other
significant materia considerations indicate otherwise it will be necessary to refuse
permission. Biodiversity enhancement therefore will need to be included in any future
planning application.

As such, Neath — Port Talbot require an indication of measures to be undertaken as part
of the proposed development at LIys Wern that will result in abiodiversity gains as part
of the proposed development to comply with the Welsh Government requirement.

The development proposals are for the construction of five bungalows off Heol LIwyn
Celyn Road. Thiswill involve works to an existing hedgerow which will result in the loss
of anumber of trees. These trees are to be fully assessed for the presence of or potential
for them to support roosting bats prior to commencement of works.

It is proposed at this stage to provide integral bat bricks and bird boxes on the new build.
Final details are to be drawn up in terms of locations and aspect of the boxes, however,
the recommended styles are shown below.
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Bat tubes: typical Integral Bat tubes that are built in to the wall.
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Bat boxes with bespoke finish are al'so available:

Recommended bird boxes are house sparrow terraces which fit under eaves, but perhaps
more appropriate in abungalow is a swift brick which can be built into the wall.
Examples are shown below:

House sparrow terrace
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Triple cavity swift box, to befitted into the wall, various styles are available.

| hope you find this useful and helpful at this stage. If you have any further queries now
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Y ours Sincerely

Eric Hawkeswood
Principal Ecologist
07957 154794
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