MARGAM CREMATORIUM 
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1. PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT
The purpose of this statement is to outline the architectural and cultural significance of the existing property within its setting and to consider the impact of the proposed changes and to justify the mitigation measures proposed.

2. PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT
This heritage statement has been prepared in accordance with:
· Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales – Best Practice Guide
· Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment in Wales 
· Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales, Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017
 
3. DESIGNATIONS

· The property is Grade II* Listed, 8th February 2017



4. SITE LOCATION

The Crematorium is located along a lane, approximately 600m south from Heol Cae’r- Bont, west of Junction 38 of the M4 motorway, in Margam, Neath Port Talbot
The Crematorium and grounds sit on the banks of the Eglwys Nunydd reservoir, which was acquired for the soul purpose of constructing a Crematorium, Chapel, Chapel of Remembrance and Garden of Remembrance. The Margam Crematorium (the eighth to be built in Wales) was opened on May 1st, 1969.
The Crematorium is well screened from the motorway, surrounding public roads and properties and maintains the desired seclusion and tranquillity appropriate to its purpose.

5. CURRENT DESCRIPTION AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

The Crematorium is a complex of buildings, characterised by its geometric forms, single-pitched roofs of contrasting angles and clever use of exposed patterned concrete finishes on the external walls. 
Attached to the chapel, west facing, are the administration offices and incinerator stack, and the location of the proposed extension (photograph 1 below). In the centre of this building complex is an enclosed courtyard, which links the main Chapel with the smaller chapel of remembrance and serves as an area for floral tributes and condolence. 
The Main chapel interior is dominated by a sloping ceiling of dark timber boarding and glazed south wall and a decorative coloured glass wall at the lower level (photograph 2 below). 

General – East Elevation and Entrance to Chapel
[image: \\env-bf-fs01\home$\DE505\My Documents\Del's Docs\Heritage\Margam Cramatorium\IMAGE 1.jpg] 

1 Location of Extension			2 Location of Canopy
[image: ] [image: ]


3 Location of Air-Conditioning units	4. Setting – bank of the Reservoir
[image: \\env-bf-fs01\home$\DE505\My Documents\Del's Docs\Heritage\Margam Cramatorium\IMAGE 2.jpg] [image: \\env-bf-fs01\home$\DE505\My Documents\Del's Docs\Heritage\Margam Cramatorium\IMAGE 3.jpg]


6. DESIGN PROPOSALS - DESCRIPTION OF WORKS

Access
· The building is on the ground floor and accessible to all. The site will continue to accessible to all after the proposed works are complete.

· The proposed works are to the rear of the building, where the management offices are located and public access will be restricted to appointments only. 

· Works will be programmed to minimise impact on the operation of the Crematorium.


i. REAR EXTENSION AND NEW RECEPTION :
The extension to the existing staffing area will include a new office, toilets and superintendents room, with the existing office space converted into a reception area with new external double doors and pathways to suit. There will also be various internal wall alterations to accommodate an interview room, driver’s room and toilet facilities. Please see plans attached.
The extension will be situated on the north-west corner of the existing crematorium building and will be 3.5x14.2 metres in size. The extension will be single storey and will not extend beyond the height of the existing building.
The existing crematorium walls are cast in-situ reinforced concrete with a patterned external finish. The proposed extension walls will be built to match the existing external appearance of the building.
Location:
On the approach to the crematorium building the extension will be out of site and located at the rear. On plan this will be to the west of the building. The extension will be single storey and not extend higher than the existing immediate building.
Reasoning:
The proposed works are to provide an inviting reception area, suitable to meet and greet the general public who attend the crematorium for purposes other than funeral attendance. 
The proposal also includes for internal remodelling to improve and rationalise the public toilet provision. Furthermore the proposal also includes for the development of staff and office accommodation which is required to support the future operation of the crematorium.
There is no scope within the existing building to accommodate these changes and additions.
Materiality:
The proposed extension roof will be flat, with perimeter parapets to match the existing construction. A low pitched glazed roof light is proposed over the new reception area to provide natural daylight. This will not be visible from any public areas. Two low pitched glazed roof lights are proposed over the new office area to provide natural daylight. This will not be visible from any public areas. (refer to drawings A1162-03 & 05)
The walls will be masonry and finished in a profiled concrete cladding to replicate the existing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed windows are oak, stained to match the existing.
Connection to existing structure:
The extension will be connected to the existing building and on completion will appear as an integrated provision. The external walls will be masonry and connected to the existing structure by proprietary masonry anchors. At the abutment there will be a vertical expansion joint of approximately 15mm width. This will be finished with flexible sealant. 
Drawing ref:
A1162-01, A1162-02, A1162-03, A1162-04, A1162-05, A1162-0


ii. CANOPY

Location:
The proposed canopy lies in the North West corner of the existing building

[image: ]

Reasoning:
To accentuate the public entrance to the new reception / office area. At present the access is somewhat concealed and un-inviting. The proposal is intended to subtly highlight the entrance and provide some degree of weather protection on the exposed facade.  
Materiality:
The canopy structure is detailed on the drawing indicated below and comprises of slated timber wing walls (of 100x150mm oak), covered with a sheet metal clad timber roof structure. The appearance is intended to match the existing flat roof structures in the immediate vicinity. 
Connection to existing structure:
The canopy has been designed to be self-supporting and independent of the main building. To provide lateral stability it is proposed that the canopy structure is tied back to the profiled concrete at high level with 3no 12mm threaded rods, secured into a female threaded rawl anchor drilled into the concrete wall. The fixings are not load bearing and will result in minimal impact to the existing building.
Drawing ref:
A1162-04

iii. AIR-CONDITIONING UNITS

Location:
Within the Chapel hall, at approximately 2400mm above floor level it is proposed to install 4 air conditioning units on one side only.
Reasoning:
Following a number of complaints relating to temperature in the space NPT Property & Regeneration commissioned a study to ascertain the comfort level within the Chapel. The conclusion of the report suggests that additional cooling is required. NPT’s Mechanical and Electrical Engineers has exhausted all options relating to naturally venting the space to provide additional cooling due to the need to carry out extensive works to the facades and fenestration arrangements of the existing structure. The resulting proposal will have minimal effect on the existing building and will only require penetrating / disturbing the structure to provide drilled fixings to support the units.
To supplement the internal air conditioning units there will be a requirement to install external condensing units. These are proposed to be located on the flat roof area of the building in the location highlighted below. The units will sit behind the existing substantial parapet and are intended to be out of site from ground level below. 
[image: ]  

Materiality:
Refer to the product specification attached
Connection to existing structure:
Roof mounted condensers will be fixed to the existing flat roof.
The internal air conditioning units will be bolted to the existing concrete wall structure.
Drawing ref:
No drawing is currently available however, the image below is intended to give an indicative view of the air conditioning units in-situ.
[image: ]

CONCLUSIONS 
A heritage impact assessment has been undertaken based upon an understanding of the building, its setting and the cultural significance. 
It is concluded that, in the main, the proposed changes are likely to have a negligible adverse impact on, or cause substantial harm to, the heritage asset. Whilst the proposed extension may have a minor impact, its design harmonises well with the existing building and reflects its characteristics. More detailed specification regarding the interface between the existing walls and the new extension are evident on the submitted drawings. As a relatively new building, there is no conflict of competing historic fabric or modern amenity requirements to consider and mitigation would be minimal.
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